
Sermon on the Mount: Blessed! 

Matt 5:1-12 

January 7, 2018 – Advent 4 

Big idea: Blessed by Jesus to be a blessing to others 

 

Being different  

They were on cloud nine. The twelve were the right-hand men of Jesus the miracle worker and preacher. 

Crowds had begun to show up every place that they went. The fame of Jesus had spread across the 

countryside. Surely they were on the way to fame and prosperity themselves.  

Yet, Jesus called them aside with the crowds looking on. It was time for a lesson. His kingdom was 

different. The Pharisees looked for pleasure and prosperity. They would be servants that people often 

didn’t understand. Yet, in the end, they would have more than the richest people on earth.  

The beatitudes describe what it means to be part of the kingdom. We are blessed by Jesus so that we have 

a helper when life is tough or we find that the world is against us. Others have to handle problems by 

themselves. We have a Jesus who helps when we suffer and when life gets tough.  

Having been blessed, we are to be a blessing. We are to be the merciful ones who forgive as we are 

forgiven. We are to be people who live out God’s values.  While the Pharisees were all about rules 

and conduct, they were to be about mercy and character so they could change the world.  

 

Blessed are those in need – Jesus will help  

A The mourners receive hope v.4  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are those who recognize their sinfulness and the grief that it causes them. The Pharisee denied the 

tragedy of sin. They assumed that their pious deeds earned them God’s favor. The disciple is blessed 

for he recognizes that Jesus is the only hope for sin.  

We come to the Lord for forgiveness so that our sins do not burden us and pull us down. We come to the 

Lord for help with the effects of sin whether it be the loss of a loved one, a broken relationship or a 

national disaster. We are blessed for we have a savior who helps us in every need.  

Not so the world around us. Look at those who mourn and comfort themselves with pithy saying or the 

fact that the person was a good man. Look around at the world who has this false view that mankind 

can work together and solve poverty, war, and drug abuse.  

They can not overcome their troubles for they do not have the wisdom or the resources. Blessed are those 

who come to the Lord to overcome sin and its effects for the power of the Almighty will be at their 

disposal and the cross will defeat the sin at the root. They will find peace in their troubles.  

 

B Blessed are hungry for answers v.6. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 

they will be filled. 

Blessed are those who hunger for answers in this troubled world. The disciples gave up three years of 

their lives to follow and learn from Jesus. Crowds came and packed the hillside to hear Jesus unfold 

the meaning of the Old Testament and of God’s love.  

Sadducees thought that they had all the answers and didn’t need what Jesus could give. They rejected 

what Jesus had to say because it wasn’t logical to them. Sadly, they couldn’t see the truth right before 

their eyes while the uneducated were fed by the words of Jesus and found joy in God’s love.  

The fall of the Christian church today is that we have lost the hunger for God’s word. Christians stumble 

and fall in life because they have not taken the time to learn God’s answers to life. They rely on the 

answers that the culture gives and find it brings them nothing but trouble.  

Blessed are those who are in Bible study in groups and daily in devotions. God will reveal to them the 

knowledge of life to help them to succeed where others fail and to thrive where others wander. They 

will know what it means to be loved and have a divine mentor who will guide them through life.  

 

 



Blessed are those filled with Jesus  

C The merciful will lift those who fall v.7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

Having been blessed by God, God’s people will be a blessing to others. The disciples and many in the 

crowds would become the ambassadors of God’s mercy. They would forgive their brothers and the 

disciples would do many miracles in Jesus’ name.  

They would become a blessing to others around them as they became an extension of Jesus after He had 

ascended. Unlike the Pharisees that thought only of themselves and their glory, they would put the 

needs of others first because God had loved them and shown mercy again and again to them.  

So it is with Christians today. They have experienced forgiveness and are willing to forgive others. Their 

self-worth is not in being right and pressing their advantage. It is in the worth that Jesus has given 

them from the cross.  

Thus, they are willing to forgive and not count every offense against others. They are ready to help others 

in trouble because they trust God to give them the resources to help their neighbor. If they are at fault, 

they are eager to admit their wrongs and seek forgiveness so that sin is not a barrier to relationships.  

 

D The pure in heart will be a light to the world v.8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

Blessed are those whose character matches Jesus for they will be a light to the world so that it can see 

God. As the disciples grew in faith they became closer and closer to Jesus and became more like Him 

in loving character and a willingness to serve.  

Their motives were pure and their lives had an honesty and integrity that validated the message of Jesus 

that they shared. People were drawn to them and in them, people saw who Jesus really was. their 

converts were different from the world in the way that they lived and that opened their eyes to see the 

truth about Jesus as well.  

Blessed are those who live the gospel as well as learn it. The ways of Jesus are truly the ways that will 

bring joy to life. Moral purity, honesty, and integrity may be old fashioned in our day, but they are the 

ways to be close to God and to not get in the way of his blessings.  

Blessed are the people who live out the character and values of Jesus for they will be a light to the world. 

They will model the success of God’s way and show the wisdom of the Bible works in real life. 

Others will see what is working and will follow the lives of the saints and see God personally.  

 

Persecution may come because you are different v.11"Blessed are you when people insult you, 

persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 

So why don’t believers flock to this way of life? It is often because it is different and doesn’t fit into the 

world and its ways. The early Church had a problem with the second generation of Christians who 

started to give up the faith and go back to their own ways.  

Some were persecuted for their faith and even put to death. Others just got over the initial excitement of 

all that they had in Jesus and let faith slip away. It was easier to be selfish and to seek your own path 

instead of being pure like Jesus. In the end, they lost the blessings of faith.  

The church today is facing the same problem. After years where the culture was mildly Christian, now we 

live in an era whose values have forgotten the Lord. You will be punished for speaking up at the office 

about your faith or the sins of society. You are different and the world resents that. 

It will also be harder to live as an active Christian in a world that is so busy. There are more things to do 

in our society than any single person can do. We often have to say no to good things in order to have 

the time to do the better things of God. You are different because God comes first.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



What you gain is more than what the world has 

Our blessing comes from the simple fact that you and I have more than the world ever will. First, we have 

a savior who mentors us each day teaching us in His word and walking beside us in life. Others will 

fail in life and wonder what is right and wrong. We know because Jesus has blessed us.  

Second, our life has a purpose and a future. We live our lives helping others and building relationships 

with other Christians who we will see in heaven. Every Christian should have people who have their 

back for Christ has given us fellow travelers on this journey. Most of the world can’t say that.  

Finally, we have been given value. We have value because of the cross and it is a value that we can share 

with others. While the rich and famous are often caught up in the sins that brought them to the top. 

We have a moral compass that helps us through life.  

We are blessed by the lord and made to be a blessing to others. We are different for we are like Jesus and 

not like the world. It is an advantage that we should never give up but should seek to let keep growing 

in us by His grace. Blessed are you for Jesus is with you and in you. Amen,  
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