
Is it enough? 

Gal. 1:1-10 

February 18, 2018 – Lent 1 

Big idea: Adding man’s effort to the gospel destroys God’s free gift.  

 

Trouble for the church – it isn’t enough.  

It had been a successful trip. Hundreds had come to faith and Paul had planted churches on Cyprus and 

across Galatia in cities like Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. They had spent three years in what we would 

call Turkey and had healed people along the way.  

Yes, Paul had been stoned in Lystra and the Jews who had rejected their message had dogged them much 

of the way. It didn’t matter. This first missionary trip would pave the way for other trips and more 

ministry. The church in Antioch that had sent them was filled with joy.  

Then Paul found out that a group of Jews had gone behind Paul and Barnabas and sowed the seed of 

doubt in the minds of the people. What Paul told you wasn’t enough. You have to keep all the Jewish 

laws to be saved. The cross of Jesus is not enough.  

The church has battled that same question for centuries. Is the cross enough? Don’t you have to do 

penance like the Catholics? Don’t you have to do good deeds like mission trips and give up dancing or 

alcohol? It seems too simple for Jesus to die on a cross and you are saved if you believe.  

 

The real gospel  

A The real gospel is a gift of rescue v.4 who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil 

age, according to the will of our God and Father, 

The true Gospel is simple. Jesus died on the cross and rose on Easter to rescue us from the effects of the 

evil world we live in and to give us the gift of eternal life. It is a wonderful comfort that we have when 

someone we love dies. It is the comfort we have when life is not going well.  

We feel comfort in death because we don’t look at our failings but at Jesus’ sacrifice. Satan can’t wave 

every one of the flaws of our life before our face as we approach death and make us doubt our 

salvation. We look instead to the cross and the empty tomb and see that Jesus did all that we need.  

We feel comfort in life because we realize that we can be forgiven and restored. There is no sin that is 

terminal. Jesus can pick you up from the ash heap of divorce, addiction, or any other flaw in life that 

you can name. He will forgive you and help you rebuild your life. That is priceless.  

And it is all a free gift. Everything we do as Christians is a response to what Jesus has already given to us. 

Our faith is in the person of Jesus. Faith believes that He has made the sacrifice and that He has given 

the benefit of that sacrifice to us. Nothing else is needed, but for some, that is too easy. It isn’t enough.  

 

The different gospel 

B I have to do something for myself v. 6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who 

called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel 

The false teachers of Paul’s day taught that to be saved, Christians had to follow all the Jewish laws and 

customs. Be circumcised and go to the temple for the feasts. Give a tithe of your income and eat only 

kosher foods. The cross was nice, but there were requirements to be saved.  

In our day, the cross is often not considered enough and churches add requirements for salvation. There 

are requirements for forgiveness like penance or there are activities to prove that you have accepted 

salvation like tithing, not dancing or drinking alcohol, or specific clothes to wear.  

Others feel that the gospel makes it so easy that they don’t have to do anything. God is a God of love and 

so I don’t have to go to church regularly or give a real offering to God’s ministry. They are people that 

live their own way and God will accept it because He wants us all in heaven.  

Both are examples of pride. We struggle to accept that we need a savior and that we cannot save 

ourselves. We either have to do a little to make sure God loves us or we expect that God has to accept 

us on our terms. For both groups, it is not about Jesus. It is about me and my way.  



 

C It doesn’t make sense v. 7a Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion 

Paul asserts that the Galatians became confused by the Judaizer false teachers. Paul had told them one 

thing and now the Jews were telling them something else. Who was telling the truth? Sadly many 

believed the Judaizers for their ways made sense.  

Think about it God becoming man and dying for our sin to save us from sin is hard to believe. In life, you 

have to pay for food, clothes and other necessities. Why shouldn’t you have to pay for salvation even 

if God was willing to make it simpler? Good works, sacrifices, and worship as payment made sense.  

In our day, many push aside the gospel for things that are solid and are things of the earth. Technology 

and science will save us. We just have to figure out how to heal the body or make life here on earth a 

little heaven. Man can pull himself up by his own bootstraps. The cross is foolish. It can’t be enough.  

Can you understand Calculus or every process in the human body? If God could design the human body 

or engineer the universe, couldn’t he figure out salvation even if it isn’t fully logical? Our need is to 

believe it not explain justification in detail. It makes sense to God and that is enough.  

 

D It doesn’t match the culture we live in v. 7b trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 

Paul is upset that the Judaizers twisted his message. They took the words of the gospel and recast them 

into a belief that left God out. They took salvation and made it appealing and easy to fit into the 

culture that they lived in. It became about the people and not about Jesus anymore.  

Sadly, some churches are more about the needs of people than about God. This market approach tries to 

adapt the message to what people want and not what God has really said. While it is proper to reach 

people through their needs to proclaim the gospel, we must never water down the gospel to reach 

them.  

We also have to beware of those who want us to be open-minded and tolerant. Too many have claimed 

that all religions are all valid. Everyone should have a right to their own opinions we are told. Sadly 

these human-made religions substitute their ideas for salvation in Christ.  

Paul would say beware of them. A twisting of the truth is more difficult to spot than an outright lie. Many 

claim to follow Jesus, but are more in tune with the culture and in tune with the desires of the people 

and the culture in which we live. The gospel is not enough for them because it is not what people 

want.  

 

The gospel is enough 

The gospel can be offensive to mankind 

It would seem so simple. Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead. He gave us everything that we 

need for salvation and for a joy-filled life 2000 years ago. Why wouldn’t you accept this free gift of 

salvation which provides everything that you need? Sadly, I see three reasons the gospel is offensive.  

First, the gospel offends our pride. It says that we can’t save ourselves. We need Jesus. It tells us that we 

can do nothing to bring us closer to heaven or to please God. Jesus must do it all. We can only 

respond with thanks. Many don’t like a handout. They don’t want to feel they owe God.  

Second, the gospel offends our wisdom. It saves us by something that many think is foolish. The idea that 

a man dying on a cross 2000 years ago gets you into heaven doesn’t make sense. The idea that a 

relationship with an unseen God can change the quality of your life today also seems ridiculous.  

Finally, the gospel offends science and knowledge. The gospel speaks of people rising from the dead and 

of life beyond the grave. It speaks of a God willing to do miracles in our lives and who listens to our 

prayers. People deny it all as fables and fables are not enough. They cannot change a thing.  

 

 

 

 

 



The Gospel is can be a lifesaver for others. 

Tim and Tom were twins, but that is where the similarity stopped. Tom was a Christian who was strong in 

his faith and it affected the people around him. He prayed daily giving God his problems and lived out 

his faith with kindness to others and a smile on his face.  

Tim had given up God as being useless. He preferred to solve problems by working hard and getting new 

gadgets that would give him answers. He struggled in life but figured that was just his lot and he could 

overcome it if given time. In the process, his life was filled with discarded people.  

Then their mother got cancer. Tom prayed with his mom and was comforted by her strong faith. They 

trusted in the Lord and knew that even death was in God’s hands. Tim was angry that the doctors 

didn’t give her much chance. He screamed at God and became depressed. His world fell apart.  

For the Christian, the gospel is more than enough. It is a relationship with a friend who keeps his 

promises, who is trustworthy and fair, and who is filled with love. We know that we can’t earn 

salvation, but that it is given to us. In addition, God takes care of now. What more could we need?  
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