
1. Revival: Faith that God will win. 
Nehemiah 6:1-19 

April 30, 2017 – 6 PM 

Under Nehemiah's gifted leadership, the people did the impossible and rebuilt the walls. Now all that was 

left was to rebuild the gates. Since Sanballat and the others were not able to stop the people from working, 

they began to attack Nehemiah. If they could get rid of the leader, they could stop the project and retake 

the city. As they finish the task before them, the Jews and Nehemiah can teach us a lot about success and 

revival in the church.  

The first question is how much do you want it? Revival in the church is not easy. That should not surprise 

us for some of the best things in life are not easy. You want a baby. Are you willing to put up with 

morning sickness, 2 AM feedings, and three-year-old temper tantrums? You want to be in business or be a 

lawyer or doctor. Are you ready for four to eight years of college? There will be exams and all-nighters.  

A lot of people want a great church, but they want others to do the work, and they will just sit their butt 

down and enjoy the fruits of someone else’s labor. Instead of rolling up their sleeves, they hop from 

church to church trying to cash in on the good times. My question is how much do you want a great 

church and are you willing to fight for it? As much as we want it, Satan doesn’t want vibrant churches and 

will make it hard. 

 

1. What is your greatest accomplishment in life? What made the task difficult?  

Answers will vary. It could be four years in college or the raising of their children. It could be a trial that 

they overcame. Whatever it is, let the group discuss not only the great accomplishments but also what 

they had to endure to overcome the challenge.  

 

2. The rebuilding of the walls is almost over. What message does Sanballat and his associates send 

Nehemiah? (6:1-2)  What does Nehemiah discern is their real intent? (6:2) 

The wall is up, and all that has to be done is to get the gates in place. Up till now, the enemies of the Jews 

opposed everything that Nehemiah did, now they want to cooperate with him and help build the wall. 

They offer to meet together at a village 20 miles from Jerusalem where they can meet and make plans to 

work together. It was a place halfway between Jerusalem and Samaria and came with a veiled threat that 

Nehemiah needed to be a team player and work with them. Once the enemy got a foothold in the work so 

that they can insure failure.  

Nehemiah sees through them. He knows they want to harm him and stop the work with all kinds of 

suggestions. He also senses that they want to kill him when he is far from Jerusalem. Nehemiah also has 

focus. God has called him to build the wall, and he will not let anything stop him. He also knows the 

nature of these men. They do not want what is best for Israel. Don’t let others derail you from the great 

work that the Lord has for you to do.  

3. Even if the offer to meet was sincere, how does Nehemiah not let the “good” get in the way of the 

“better”?  

Nehemiah seems to sense that the enemy's strategy was to take over the project so that they can make it 

fail. He fears that they will derail the ministry from within. Cooperation in the church is a good thing, but 

leaders must be sure that suggestions are given at the right time and with the right purpose. If good ideas 

take you away from the purpose you have been given by God, you can easily not fulfill the task God has 

given you. In the church, ministry needs to keep its focus as well. Lots of suggestions at a voter’s meeting 

or council meeting, both well-meant and evil, can derail the mission. If the church is to grow, reaching the 

lost and helping the members grow so that they can serve has to be your priority. Satan will flood the 
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church with good intentions to keep you from doing the better things of God. Know what you are about 

and focus on that so that the goal is not short-circuited.  

4. How do you develop discernment like Nehemiah so that we won’t be deceived by the enemy? 

Allow the group to discuss and give their answers. Here are three answers from “Nehemiah: becoming a 

Godly Leader” by Gregory Brown. Discernment comes from 1) knowing the word of God (Hebrews 

5:13-14) A lot of Christians struggle distinguishing good from evil because they are still infants in their 

faith. They don’t constantly and consistently use the Bible, but only hear it on Sundays when someone 

else preaches it to them. 2) Discernment comes from understanding human nature (John 2:23-25). Jesus 

was a great judge of people and understood their fickleness. He didn’t commit to the crowds because they 

were prone to rebel against God and God’s will. 3) Discernment comes from prayer. We see Nehemiah 

pray almost constantly in this book. It was also Paul’s strength and his wish for his flock (Phil. 1:9-10)  

 

5. What was different about the fifth time Sanballat sent the message to Nehemiah? (6:5-7)  

Slander is a favorite tactic of Satan. Satan slandered Job in the Old Testament and Jesus in the New 

Testament. The enemies of the Jews slandered Nehemiah in an open letter that was read before the 

people. They accused him of building the wall for his own advancement. Sanballat wanted the people to 

know the contents of this letter so that they might have doubts about Nehemiah’s reputation and desires. 

If some of the people believed what was in the letter, they might rebel against Nehemiah and turn to 

Sanballat for answers and leadership. It was a great opportunity to divide the people and discredit 

Nehemiah so that the project would stop.  

6. What do you learn from Nehemiah about confronting slander in the church? (6:8-9) 

Nehemiah confronted the slander by telling the truth, praying to God for strength and by getting back to 

work. He would not let the slander waste his time. He asked the Lord for strength and may have even 

included a prayer asking the Lord to deal with these men as he had in 4:4-5. He also had the strength of 

his character that the people saw his generosity (5:14-19) and the conduct of his life. Christian leaders 

need to know how to handle such false accusations, mean spirited letters and gossip. Such hateful 

comments can make us lose perspective and keep us from doing the work that the Lord has given us. 

Leaders have to be in the word so that they know the truth and can counter the half-truths of the world. 

They have to trust one another and the mission that they have. Most of all, congregational members need 

to bathe their leaders and their own lives in prayer as Nehemiah does. Listen to God and ignore the 

naysayers.  

 

7. What have you seen Satan accomplish in churches with slander and gossip against leaders?  

Answers will vary, but encourage them to share their experiences. Sander can cause discouragement 

among the members, derail programs and ministry, bring division in a church, and cause leaders to quit. It 

is a powerful weapon of Satan to destroy a church and its leadership.  

 

8. What was the prophecy of Shemaiah intended to do to Nehemiah? (6:10) Why would it have been 

wrong for Nehemiah to go into the temple proper? (See Numbers 18:7) 

One of Satan’s greatest weapons is fear. The enemies of the Jews hired a prophet to try to convince 

Nehemiah that his life was in danger with a clever plan from Shemaiah whom the enemies of the Jews 

had hired. He shut himself in his house and pretended that his life and Nehemiah’s life were in danger. He 

wanted Nehemiah to stop the project and hide in the temple with the prophet. However Numbers 18:7 

says that anyone who is not a priest who goes beyond the altar shall be put to death. It was against God’s 

law for a layperson to go into the holy place of the temple. To do so would discredit Nehemiah and bring 

God’s punishment on him.  
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9. How should a Christian distinguish between God’s will and the words of a false prophet or 

someone speaking from their own convictions?  

Answers will vary based on their own experience. In the text, Nehemiah knew that this prophecy was 

false because it asked him to do something against God’s law. We also need to test what people say by the 

rules of scripture. God will never ask us to do something that violates his word. The end never justifies 

the means. Secondly, know who you are as Christ’s servant. Nehemiah trusted God and asked bluntly 

why he should run away. Leaders should also recognize that that God calls them to ministry and that 

God’s ways are always best. Triumph over fear and avoid sinful shortcuts by knowing the word of God so 

that you know of God’s power, his path, and your calling. 

 

10. Although the work is now finished and the wall is complete, what tactics does Tobiah still use 

and what was he trying to accomplish?  

Tobiah continued a letter writing campaign to make Nehemiah look bad and himself look good. He also 

sent letters to intimidate Nehemiah and force him into doing something foolish. The Jewish leaders 

reported everything to Tobiah so that this enemy could plan his next move and intimidate Nehemiah or 

cause the people to stumble. Right after a victory is a dangerous time for we are proud of what we have 

done and think that nothing can defeat us now. Be on your guard.  

11. Why are the days after a success sometimes the most dangerous time in a project?  

Answers will vary, but it is important to see how Satan does not give up because we have had some 

success. I have seen a church work together to build an addition or to have a great Easter with a lot of 

visitors only to see everyone take a vacation from ministry right afterwards. People get tired of working 

and want to get back to other things. They may even argue about little details after the success. In a 

moment, you can lose everything. Keep your focus and don’t let Satan lure you away with other pressing 

issues or with struggles that come in times of success.  

12. “Success is not doing right things, but being right with God.” Do you agree or disagree with that 

statement and what does the life of Nehemiah teach you about success?  

Answers will vary. It would be tempting to try and find the steps to building a church in the pages of 

Nehemiah. We want to know some magic formula to building a wall and building a church. If we look for 

a method, we miss the point of Nehemiah’s experience. Success came from being right people not right 

things. Nehemiah was connected to God and so must we be. He knew his Bible and could discern what 

was good and evil because of that knowledge. Nehemiah knew his God and trusted God fully to provide 

what he needed and defend him when things got rough. It shows in how many times he prays in this book. 

If the church is going to have revival, we will need to be right people. We will need to be people of the 

book like we have never been before. Satan is forced away by scripture. Just look at Jesus’ temptation 

when three Bible passages defeated Satan. Satan is defeated with prayer.  

For deep discussion:  

 If someone offered a book that would help you through the darkest times and would bring joy and 

happiness in your life, what would you pay for such a book? Why might you be suspicious of such 

a book? How do those suspicions mirror the suspicians that non Christians have about the Bible?  

 What are the benefits you receive from being a Christian? What are the costs for being a 

Christian?  

 Think of one friend. What benefit would they receive if they were to become a Christian that 

would change their life? 

 



Action:  

Make posters to put up around the church that will remind people of the benefits of being a Christian. Be 

specific and positive (I am going to heaven not I don’t have to worry about hell).  
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