
10 Waiting For Heaven 

Genesis 16: 1-4 
Context: Ten years have passed since the promises of chapter 12 and yet there still is no child 

for Abram and Sarai. The couple decides to take matters into their own hands. They hatch a plan 

to provide the heir for God, but they cause themselves a lot of heartaches instead. 

  

Waiting can be one of the hardest things that we have to do as a Christian. We keep 

witnessing to a neighbor and see little results. A young couple waits for a baby that doesn’t seem 

to come. We send in dozens of resumes and no job seems to appear when we are out of work. 

We believe that the Lord has a plan for us, but it is hard to see an unseen God at work. It is hard 

to wait for a God who thinks in centuries when we think in hours or days. Our patience wanes 

and our trust can slip away. Soon we take matters into our own hands and hope that it all works 

out. Such is the problem for Abram and Sarai who have waited longer than they ever hoped for a 

child. 

It has been ten years since Abram first came to Palestine. God had repeated the promise of a 

son to Abram on more than one occasion. Yet, at the age of 85, we are told, “Now Sarai, 

Abram’s wife had borne him no children.” (v.1)  How painful that must have been for both of 

them. The years for bearing children were fast slipping away. I picture Abram praying and 

pleading with God for the promise to be fulfilled. Yet, the time had not come. How much easier 

it had been to trust God ten years ago when the promise was new. Now, ten year later, there were 

doubts. Did God mean that he would have a physical son or was it all just an analogy to teach 

him some truth? 

Sarai hatched a plan that would solve their dilemma. Up till now, the Bible does not record 

that God had promised that Sarai was to be the mother of the peoples as numerous as the stars. 

The promises were all to Abram. She makes the sacrifice and takes ‘her Egyptian maid servant 

Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife.” (v.3). Hagar would bear the child that would 

fulfill the promises. All the promises that God had made to Abram could now come true. This 

child would inherit the land and would make Abram’s name great. At first, her motives seem 

noble. She will step aside in order that her husband may have his heir. Sadly, solutions that do 

not include God are often a formula for disaster. 

Her plan has unintended consequences. The maid who has now become the second wife has 

an attitude. “When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress.” (v.4) As the 

mother of the heir, Hagar felt like she deserved special treatment. She, not Sarai, would be the 

mistress of the household. Sarai, however, would not tolerate such feelings and pushed back. She 

was not about to be second rate behind an Egyptian slave. She blamed her husband for the 

problem and wanted him to make things right. When he refuses to act, she begins to mistreat her 

servant. The perfect plan unravels and causes a lot of pain and suffering for all those involved. 

God did know what was best after all.  

Patience and trust are interlocked. When we wait patiently for a plane that is overdue, we 

trust that the airline will still get us where we want to go. Our struggle in life comes when we 

don’t believe that God is still at work on our behalf. We are waiting “at the gate” so to speak and 

the answer doesn’t seem to be coming. We think that God has forgotten us and we are on our 

own. Like a traveler calling other carriers to see if they can book a different flight, we try to 

solve our problems rather than wait for God. The results can be just as disastrous for us as they 

were for Abram. If we want to avoid those disasters, we have to trust the Lord. We must begin to 

think about the many times that the Lord has helped us in the past. We need to do things that 



open opportunities for the Lord to help us. Success comes when we trust God rather than taking 

matters in our own hands. 

Sadly the pain has just begun for Abram. The household will be the place of an uneasy truce 

for years with bitterness as a constant companion. Abram will grow fond of his son Ishmael 

during the next fifteen years only to have to send him away. Ishmael and Isaac will not be able to 

get along and it will be Isaac, the son of promise, which can remain. (Gen. 21:14). The children 

of Ishmael and Isaac will be enemies through the years. This bitterness was not part of God’s 

plan. How different things would have been for Abram and Sarai during those years if they had 

been patient with God’s plans. As you think of short-circuiting God’s plans because they don’t 

come soon enough, ask yourself what heartache you are creating for yourself in the years to 

come. Waiting for heaven may not be easy, but God always has a plan for us and He will not 

forget us or His promises. 

  

 As you look back on your life and ministry, when have you been tempted to make God 

promises happen faster?  What was the result? 
 


