
12 A Great God Deserves Great People 

Genesis 17: 1-14 
Context: God renews His covenant thirteen years after the birth of Ishmael with five “I will” statements. 

The time is coming for Isaac to be born and God commands circumcision as a sign of His covenant with 

Abraham. 

  

There can be no doubt that we have an Almighty God. Yet, our world often doesn’t see Him that way. 

They see His church and it seems to them lifeless and empty. They see churches that are filled with 

entertainment value and not powerful preaching. They see Christians who live no differently than their 

non-Christian friends and coworkers. Is it any wonder that people think that our God is weak and 

powerless because of what they see among His people? A great God will be shown to the world by great 

people. When His people reflect His values and His actions, the world notices and sees that our God is 

truly great. 

God reveals Himself to us as the one who is all sufficient and calls His children to show His greatness 

to the world. “I am the Lord Almighty, walk before me and be blameless.” (v.1)  Thirteen years before 

this, Abram and Sarai had tried to make God’s promises come true by their own hand. They had devised a 

plan where Abram would take Hagar as his concubine and give birth to Ishmael. The plan had caused 

them nothing but grief for it was not God’s plan. God calls them to live as His people and trust Him. He 

wants them to follow Him and live in His promise. The time for the promise to be fulfilled was close. The 

time had come for God to show the world through Abram and Sarai exactly how great He really was. 

God begins the revelation by reaffirming the promises made almost twenty-five years before. “As for 

me, this is my covenant with you. You will be the father of many nations.” (v.4) Abram may have begun to 

give up on ever seeing the promises come true, but God had not forgotten them. God reaffirms the 

promise of a great host of descendants. He reaffirms the promise that Abram will change the world 

through his descendants. He reaffirms the promise that the land will belong to those descendants as well. 

All those promises are affirmed and are based not on something that Abram will do. Each begins with “I 

will” to show that the promises are based solely on the power of the Almighty God. Nothing that Abram 

or his descendants can do will change those promises. God has spoken. It will happen. 

The promise of land was based solely on the grace and love of God. Yet, Abraham and the Jews 

would enjoy the land only if they were faithful to the Lord. “As for you, you must keep my covenant, you 

and your descendants after you for the generations to come.” (v.9) Circumcision was to be a sign that the 

people of Israel belonged to the Lord and were willing to walk with the Lord. They would enjoy the land, 

as in the days of David, when they were faithful to the Lord. They would find life hard when the people 

and their kings forgot God and worshipped idols. A great God deserved a people willing to worship Him 

and show Him to the world. If they did this, they would enjoy the blessings that God had in store for them 

as His people.  

God is still great. He is still the Lord of the universe who powerfully runs the world. He is the savior 

of all mankind who listens to the prayers of His people. Many don’t think of God that way, however. 

They see Him poorly because of the way that His people act in their daily lives. Jews in the Old 

Testament and Christians today are to live differently than the world around them. They are to be a people 

of character and loving kindness in an immoral and selfish world. They are to be a people that reflect their 

great God so that the world can see Him as He really is. When God’s people forget God and become like 

the world, the world does not see the real God. They see someone who is no different than the world and 

not worth their worship or adoration. 

A great God deserves great people. Most of us can think of at least one Christian whose faith shined 

with character and love. These were people who reflected God. We admired them and wanted to be like 

them. What would your world be like if the majority of Christians you knew lived with values, character 

and love? How would that impact the level of joy in the church, in their families and in their 

communities? How would it change the world’s view of God? Abraham is beloved in his day and in ours 

because he shows the character of the Lord. As you and I walk with the Lord and live with His character, 



we can show Him to the world and let them see why we believe in and love our God. We can let our 

world know just how great our God really is. 

  

 What is one thing that you can do today or this week to strengthen your walk with the Lord? 
 


