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Big idea: God is the solution and not the problem with sin.  

 

Why is there evil and why do people die? 

“There is nothing certain in life but death and taxes.” We see it all the time in life. People we know don’t 

live forever. Our favorite cat is dead one morning. Even plants, cars, and furnaces die. The question 

is not if we will die, but why we all will die.  

Many people can’t reconcile a perfect loving God with sin and death. If God is so loving, why must 

people die and why did He make us this way? The answer often is a denial that there is no God or a 

belief that God is cruel and sadistic. He has power but he doesn’t really care about us.  

Genesis 3 provides the answer to the question. The origin of sin and death is found in the choice that man-

made and is still making. We accepted Satan’s lies and wanted to be our own God because Satan 

promised that we could become like God. Death began with a man and not with God.  

We can’t blame God for sin and death because we all still want to be gods. We think that technology can 

freeze us till there is a cure, change our DNA and genes, or create a pill to prolong life. So far, it is 

not working. Man has rejected God and so we all will die. It is not God’s fault. It is our fault.  

 

Anatomy of Temptation 

A. Satan questions God’s motives v. 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 

LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree 

in the garden'?" 

He came in disguise and caught Eve unaware. Satan took the form of one of the animals made in God’s 

perfect creation. Eve doesn’t seem disturbed by his presence or the fact that the snake could talk. His 

words caught her off guard as well when he questioned God’s motives.  

His attack is against the very character of God. In just a few words, Satan intimates that God is holding 

out on them. Our God who made a beautiful creation is portrayed as if He is selfish and keeping 

something special for Himself. God, according to Satan, is not as loving as we thought.  

God’s character is still attacked by Satan. God is cruel because He allows war. God doesn’t care because 

He allows people to get sick. God is short-sighted because the Bible doesn’t allow people to enjoy 

life. Satan has a smear campaign against God so that people like you and me don’t trust God.  

He wants to knock God off His throne in our mind so that we start doubting God’s character and His 

words. He wants us to question God and stop trusting Him and His love. Satan begins temptation by 

casting doubt on God so that we start to distance ourselves from God and His protection.  

 

B. Satan denies God’s word v. 4"You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 

Having cast doubt about God, Satan continues with a bald-faced lie. Satan has her shaken up so that she 

can’t correctly quote what God said to Adam about the tree. Now Satan adds a detail that goes 

against the truth about the tree to confuse her even more.  

Satan convinces her that there are no consequences to sin and that what God said is not right. Eve should 

have left the devil and gone to ask God or Adam what the real truth was. Instead, she listened and 

accepted what Satan said and put it on par with the words of God.  

Like Eve, so many Christians kind of know what God said. They are in their bible or go to church just 

enough to know the broad outlines of the Bible. Satan makes easy prey of Christians by bending the 

truth and having people accept it as if God said it when it is often just what they want to hear.  

We know a loving God does miracles for those who pray. Satan whispers in our ear that God must not 

love you for your miracle didn’t happen. Satan bends the truth so that we think that certain sins are 

OK by focusing on our desires instead of God’s truth. Temptation succeeds when we forget God’s 

word.  



 

C. Satan substitutes his truth v. 5" For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

Now comes the closer. Become your own god. The false promise of Satan was sure to get Eve’s attention 

because it meant that they could be equals to God. Wrapped up in this one temptation was the 

opportunity for power, pride, and prestige. They would deserve the wonderful creation.  

The false truth was powerful because it had a grain of truth in it. Eat the fruit and they would know good 

and evil. They would know the good they lost and the evil that they had become. The horror of 

being evil and knowing pain and suffering was wrapped in an appealing wrapper so it seemed good.  

Satan still substitutes truth and lures people in. He makes drugs and alcohol seem appealing as the 

solution to problems. He lures smart people in with greed or pride so that they sell their soul for 

advancement. He blinds some of the smartest people into thinking that they are as smart as God.  

Having made us doubt the character and word of God, Satan makes us believe his false truth as the real 

thing. Soon our culture is accepting things as truth because the majority of people believe it or 

because a scientist or media personality said it is true. With no truth to hold onto, man is ready to 

fall.  

 

D. Satan brings only death v. 19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the 

ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust, you will return." 

Satan’s lie of immortality is shown to be the ultimate fallacy. Adam and Eve in the garden had no reason 

to die. Without sin, they could have lived forever. Now, sin would limit their lives and they would 

return to the ground which God used to make Adam.  

Animals, too, would feel the curse of man. The first to die were the animals that were killed to provide 

clothing for Adam and Eve. Death would become rampant across the perfect creation that God had 

made as life got tougher in a world cursed by sin.  

The perfect world has felt the curse as well. Hurricanes and tornados, oppressive heat and forest fires, as 

well as floods and bitter cold,  were never part of God’s plan. They are all examples of a world gone 

haywire because man committed sin. The world is broken and we can’t fix it.  

Death and taxes are the only sure thing. Death will come to everyone here on earth. It doesn’t respect a 

person’s wealth or stature. It only sees the sin that man has committed. It is Satan’s way of getting 

back at God. If you want to hurt God, make the people that He loves to die for their sin.  

 

God is the only way out 

He seeks us to help us see the truth v. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" 

Satan had questioned God’s truth and broken the relationship between God and man. Adam and Eve 

should have been running to God to confess what they had done, but they are hiding in fear. God has 

to go and find them. Their guilt and shame would not let them come to Him.  

God comes to man to bring truth and restore the relationship. Notice that God doesn’t curse man or accuse 

him. He asks questions that help a man see the truth and realize what they had done. He wants them 

to see the truth and to not be deceived any longer. Only the truth and confession can restore them.  

The tendency still is to hide from God when we have done something wrong. God still comes to His 

people to give them the truth. It is the truth that will set them free and help them overcome Satan’s 

attacks. That is why going back to the word and spending time in prayer helps with guilt.  

In God’s word, we will see our sin and God’s love clearly. We will see how the lies of Satan for what 

they are and see that our only hope is to throw ourselves on God’s mercy. The truth is that He will 

forgive and will help us so that Satan doesn’t control us with His lies.  

 

 

 



He promises to crush Satan and bring salvation v. 15b And I will put enmity between you and the 

woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." 

God can and will defeat Satan. He promises to crush Satan as He sends one of Eve’s offspring to defeat 

Satan. That offspring was Jesus. As a man, He would die on the cross to bring salvation and an end 

to Satan’s control. Satan would not be allowed to overcome man. God still wanted them.  

In God’s word, we find the truth and it is that truth that still defeats Satan. The more you know the Bible, 

the less he can defeat you. The more you know the bible, you can quote it and live it and Satan will 

find you harder to attack. The truth in the scripture will set you free. It will help you live.  

Why is there evil? Evil came when Adam and Eve believed Satan instead of God. Why is there death? So 

that man can be freed from this life of pain to live with God in heaven. Sin is a horrible thing and 

Genesis 3 tells how it all began with a temptation and with the desire to be like God.  

The good news of this story is that God didn’t give up on Adam and Eve because they sinned. He came to 

them with the truth. He came to them with a promise. He covered their sin with clothing and with a 

Savior. We all sin. The wise will confess their sin and let Jesus cover their sin and help them with 

the consequences.  
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