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This text marks a changing point in the Jewish nation. From this time on, the Jews would become “The 

people of the book”. They would read and study the Bible so that they built their lives on it. It is one of 

the reasons that the Jewish people have flourished through the ups and downs of history. When God’s 

people followed the Lord, they were blessed. When they got away from reading and obeying the Bible, 

they lost the blessings of the Lord. If we want to be fruitful trees (Psalms 1:2-3), we need to be planted in 

the word.  

This may explain why Nehemiah called for this "Bible study” and invites Ezra the scribe to be the teacher. 

The walls were now finished and the gates were hung. The physical needs had been met. It was time to 

focus on the people and their souls. If God is to work in the lives of His people, they need to hear the 

word and respond to it. The text will look at three important activities of God’s people. They must read 

the word, celebrate the word and obey the word.  

1. Where do you get your news? Is it from television, newspaper, radio or somewhere else? Why do 

you rely on that source? 

Answers will vary. The focus here is not to just talk about the source, but also the reliability of that 

source. Do they trust television, but not newspaper? Do they think that one source or another is biased? 

Let everyone express their opinions.  

 

2. Where and when are the people meeting? (8:1-3) What do you think was the purpose for this 

gathering?  

They met on the first day of the seventh month which was the Jewish equivalent of our New Year’s Day 

and was special because the first day was the feast of Trumpets with the Day of Atonement on the tenth 

day and the Feast of the Tabernacles starting on the fifteenth day of the seventh month. It was a great time 

for a new beginning. The place was in the street before the water gate, an area large enough to contain 

such a big crowd. The purpose was renewal. The people of Judah had finished the wall, but they had 

forgotten their God. It had been almost a hundred years since they had returned from Babylon, and 

worship was still anemic, and the knowledge of God was vague at best. It had left them empty and 

hopeless. Life had become difficult but God had answers.  

 

3. How well do you think that the average Christian knows the stories and teaching of the Bible?  

Answers will vary. Sadly, I find that most church people know less about the Bible than their parents did 

a generation ago. Parents don’t think it is important to teach their kids the simple Bible stories at home or 

make sure they get to Sunday school. Few people want to stay and be in Bible class or come for an 

evening study at church. Christians are struggling for they have the wrong information. They know more 

about pop culture than biblical characters and values. They want God to build the world and make it 

beautiful, but their hearts are running on empty.  

 

4. What do Ezra and his assistants do to make this event useful for all the people gathered? (8:5-8) 

Ezra is put up on a platform so that everyone can hear his words. The scroll is visible so that everyone 

knows that Ezra is not speaking his own ideas, but is speaking God’s Words. 13 men are up on the 

platform with him (perhaps the leaders of people?) showing that this message is to be heard by all the 

nation. There were also thirteen others (8:7-8) who explained the words that they were hearing. 

Remember that the common people did not own copies of the scriptures. The Hebrew language may have 

also undergone some changes since the time of Moses. The thirteen who may have been teaching priests 

mingled with the people and taught during breaks so that they could grasp what was being said.  

 



5. How does your church help people to understand the meaning of the Bible better?  

Answers may include Bible classes, small groups, and Sunday school. Handouts in the bulletin of the 

sermon outline or summary of the message may be helpful. One church I know provides a few 

PowerPoint slides with a map and pictures of the setting of the story to help people understand the text 

before the sermon. This question can produce ideas to make the worship service and classes more 

beneficial to the members.  

 

6. What was the people’s first reaction to the reading of the Law? (9-12)  

As Ezra read the word and it was explained to the people, their first response was one of grief. They 

mourned over their sins and began to weep. They realized how they had strayed from God’s ways and 

saw all the pain that they had caused themselves by not being in the word. They saw all their sins and 

were afraid of God. They felt the law and not the gospel. The law convicts us of our sins and shows us 

God’s punishment for sin.  

 

7. How did Nehemiah and the others encourage the people? (8:10) 

Assisted by the Levites, Nehemiah encouraged the people to stop mourning and start celebrating. They 

wanted the people to see the love of God in these words and not just the law. The leaders are saying to 

them, celebrate because your God loves you and forgives you. God gave his word so that we might know 

the depth of His love and commitment to the people of Israel. Look at the walls; God wants to build a 

relationship with you and make this a great city again. The Word of God brings conviction for our sins, 

but it also should bring joy. God has forgiven us and a forgiven child rejoices in the love of God.  

 

8. What joys do you find in reading the scripture?  

Answers will vary. For me, Bible study is not a duty but a visit with a special friend. Like a child sitting 

on her grandfather’s lap listening to his stories and waiting for the presents he wants to give, our time 

with God in his word builds our relationship with him and fills our life with blessings. Every Bible verse 

is filled with treasures that will improve life and help you see how much God loves you. Rejoice in your 

opportunity to study the word. Look forward to your next visit with God in the word. Let him wrap you in 

his arms each day and take you away from the pain of this world.  

 

9. How do the leaders (8:13) and the people (8:16) respond to the words that they have heard?  

Since the Feast of Tabernacles was only days after the reading of the law, the leaders had just a few days 

to get word to all the people to gather the branches so that they could celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. 

The leaders recognized the need to obey the law that they had heard. The Feast of Tabernacles looked 

back and remembered the forty years of wandering, but it also looked forward to the fulfillment of God’s 

promises in the Promised Land. Reading the Bible is not enough. We have to follow what we have 

learned. Like a map, the Bible is not very useful to you if you do not follow its directions. If you ignore it, 

you do not profit from its information. 

 

10. Why is reading the Bible of little value unless you obey it as well?  

Answers will vary but should include a discussion of the Bible moving us to action. Information must be 

used for it to give an advantage. The Bible must be read and obeyed if it is to help you. The problem 

today is that too many Christians make up what they think God says or should say. The wise person will 

hang on every word from God and make this wise advice their guide. If you hear the word of God but if 

you do not obey it, you lose the advantage that God’s word can give for your life. 

 

11. The Israelites follow a pattern of read, celebrate and obey. How are these actions by the 

Israelites a good model for us today?  

Answers will vary. I think about the fact that the walls were up, and they were beautiful, but they would 

offer no protection if the people forgot God as their grandparents had done. Their source of happiness and 



prosperity was God and not the walls. It was the time that they got to know that God by reading the Bible. 

If the nation was to thrive and to survive, they needed to be a people of the book who learned the Bible 

and taught it to their children. It was a book that would bring joy and it was a book that should be obeyed. 

Encourage the group to think about how they could incorporate some of the elements from this passage 

into their worship and small groups.  

 

12. How has this passage changed your attitudes toward making the reading of scripture an 

important part of your life and your church?  

Answers will vary. I see how the Bible changes my life and changes my world. The Bible brings God into 

our lives so His power and love can help us. It is the source of His time-tested wisdom that will work in 

every situation. It is a source of power that can drive Satan out of your life and the lives of the people you 

love. Without it, you are in trouble. It is also hard to get a family member to go to church or know Jesus if 

you are not in the word. It is hard to handle troubles or the frustrations of life without being in the word. It 

is hard to be a person that has real character and the admiration of others without being in the word. We 

think that we can change the world by force with laws and lectures, but we can only alter the world with 

God’s love.  

 

For deep discussion:  

 In what ways do we see reverence for the bible in Nehemiah 8? Why is reverence for God’s Word 

so important? How do you see the Bible treated today?  

 Why is congregational bible study necessary for revivial? What happens if only a few are in the 

word on a daily basis?  

 What are the benefits would you expect from daily bible study and prayer? What would you have 

to give up to make time and energy for daily time with the Lord?  

 

Action:  

Plan a six month Bible study emphasis for all the members of the church. Plan the following steps for the 

program.  

 What section of scripture do we want to study?  

 How much time do we want the people to spend daily in scripture and prayer?  

 What materials do we need to provide for them to have this study/  

 How will we incorporate this bible study/prayer into our Sunday worship?  

 What rewards or acknowledgement, if any, do we want to give for those that complete (or do a % 

of the study)? 


