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Big idea: The gospel is to be a fire that has to be shared! 

 

If you have an hour or so, I will gladly tell you about my family  

I could talk about them for hours on end. My wife, my children, the sons-in-law, and the grandchild mean 

the world to me and are a source of delight. I am one those truly blessed for God has given me people 

who bring great joy to my life. I could tell you stories about each of them as I burst with joy.  

It is not just me. I have seen others talk about their family, their job, or some hobby that way. It is 

whatever has the fire in their heart and makes them happy to be alive. It may be a sense of 

accomplishment or just something that brings joy to their life as they are with them or do the task.  

I have even known a few who have that fire when they are talking about Jesus. One minute they are calm 

and then the next minute they are very animated and talking about the relationship that they have with 

Jesus or sharing something that they have learned in Bible study and prayer.  

Paul was like that from the very beginning. His faith is just days old and the fire is lit. He has to tell his 

story. He has to tell about the Jesus who he met on the road. It is the beginning of a passionate life that 

we see in Acts and a heart we touch in every one of his epistles.  

 

He immediately began to speak about Jesus 

A. He could not hold in the news about Jesus v.20 At once he began to preach in the synagogues that 

Jesus is the Son of God. 

There are times you just can’t hold it in. In less than a week, Saul has gone from being one who was ready 

to destroy the followers of Jesus to one preaching about Jesus in the synagogues. It was a change that 

amazed everyone who saw it. The persecutor has become the convert.  

What had happened is summed up in the fact that Saul now knows that Jesus is the Son of God. In the 

Shekinah light on the road to Damascus, Paul saw the Jesus is God and the long-awaited Messiah. It 

put a fire in his soul because all the Old Testament came to a point in Jesus and showed God’s love.  

The people who seem to have that same spirit in the church are often those who have just come to faith. 

They know what it is to be without God’s love and salvation. They have felt that rush of mercy and 

grace when they were in the darkness and hopelessness of sin and life without God.  

God has shown in their life and they just have to tell people their story. They have to tell what the cross 

means to them and how their lives have changed. Saul was a new convert who never forgot what it 

was like to have God’s light and God’s love come to him when he was an enemy of God.  

 

B. The message struck fear in Jewish hearts v. 21 All those who heard him were astonished and asked, 

"Isn't he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? 

The new Saul struck fear into the hearts of the Jewish community. He was to be their savior. He was to 

come with letters from the High priest and to destroy the growing Christian community. Now he had 

turned against them. He proclaimed Jesus with such power that they could not defeat his arguments.  

What was more powerful than anything else was his transformed life. He must be gotten rid of and so 

they set out to kill him. His witness was winning the hearts of many and must be stopped. Suddenly 

the man who was to cleanse the city had to be smuggled out in a basket like a criminal.  

One of the great struggles for the new Christian is to go back and talk to their old friends. The drinking 

buddies who are uncomfortable because you don’t swear and because you limit yourself to two drinks. 

You have changed. You have shown them that they need to change by the new and better you.  

You don’t have to lecture them about Jesus. They see it in you as soon as you walk in the door. And if 

you talk about how Jesus has changed your life for the better, then they really don’t like you. Christ 

has that effect on us. He gives us lives that look different. Imagine how Saul looked to the Jews. 

 



He took up his mission to Jerusalem 

C. Was this witness for real? v.26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they 

were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. 

After three years in Arabia studying the Old Testament, Saul comes to Jerusalem to meet Peter and James 

the brother of Jesus. They still are not sure about this former persecutor of the church. Was the new 

Saul a trick to gain their confidence? They kept their distance and were afraid of him.  

Fortunately, Barnabas intervenes. He has seen the new Saul and tells his story. He tells of his powerful 

witness and the desire of the Jews to kill Saul. In the end, Barnabas is a bridge for Saul into the 

community as he convinces the leaders to trust Saul and allow Saul into the fellowship. 

New Christians, especially if they have less than perfect reputations, need a Barnabas. They need 

someone who will encourage them, accept them and introduce them to others. It is hard for us to trust 

the less than perfect, but God wants them to be part of His fellowship as well.  

By guiding them when they are young in the faith, we help them grow as followers of Jesus and future 

leaders of the church. We need to keep putting aside our fears and give the new person practical help 

and guide them through those troublesome first days of faith when they are scared and uncomfortable.  

 

D. His witness frightened old friends v. 29 He talked and debated with the Grecian Jews, but they tried 

to kill him. 

The fellowship of the Christians gave Saul the confidence to talk to his old friends in Jerusalem. Having 

stood at their feet as this group stoned Stephen to death, Paul felt a need to share with them the 

message that Jesus was God and Lord. It did not go well.  

Saul was a turncoat in their eyes and worthy of the same treatment that they gave to Stephen. Ironically, it 

never occurred to Saul that they would not be open to his message. The Jerusalem Christians got him 

on a boat headed for his hometown of Tarsus up in Asia Minor.  

In Acts 22, Paul specifically tells us that God told him to leave Jerusalem. His ministry would not be with 

the Jews, but with the gentiles who would listen to him and not with old friends angry that he left their 

ranks. Thus would come more study and preaching in the Gentile world before the first missionary 

journey 

In our society as well, there are times that people just don’t want to hear the witness about Jesus. It upsets 

their preconceived ideas. They don’t want to hear that they need a savior or that God provided one. 

Sometimes, God wants us to be open to who will listen and who will not so that we win the most.  

 

Excited about his calling, he could not be silenced 

Saul was bold and he tended to stir up controversy. He also never stop talking about Jesus to people 

around him. In second Corinthians, he about the three Roman beatings and five Jewish beatings that 

he received. He also was on three shipwrecks while witnessing. Not all of them are mentioned in Acts.  

Maybe that is why God chose him. Paul wouldn’t shut up. He witnessed across Turkey, Greece, Italy, and 

Spain. He witnessed while in jail and wrote letters when he could not visit people. The message that 

Jesus was God’s son and had risen from the dead was always on his lips.  

The message was very effective. He kept converting people to faith because of his constant witness and 

because his very life showed how important that this message. He gladly suffered for the message 

because he felt reclaimed by God and wanted others to have the same feeling of grace.  

It wasn’t Saul’s knowledge of scripture or his Roman heritage that gave power to his witness although 

those things did help his ministry. No, it was his excitement and perseverance. He had a message that 

just had to be told. Jesus had redeemed him and he could not keep silent about what God had done.  

 

 

 

 

 



When was the last time you were so excited about Jesus?  

I felt guilty as I read this text. When was the last time that I was as excited about Jesus as Saul is 

throughout the text? I know that not everyone would get excited as I should be if I talked about it. I 

don’t get excited about motorcycles or woodworking as nice as they are.  

Saul was excited because God had given him life instead of destroying him. God had created a personal 

relationship with him and Saul wanted everyone to have that relationship. It was worth more to him 

than life itself.  

What would our world be like if we got that excited to know Jesus? What would it be like if we talked 

about Jesus as much as we talk about our family or hobbies or baseball? Excitement grows and can be 

caught. The world would change if we talked about Jesus.  

It would be a kinder and gentler place. It would be a place where people did get along and people were 

willing to help one another. I need to pray about getting more excited about Jesus. I want others to 

have the joy that I have and the blessings he has brought to my life.  

 


