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Peter’s second denial of Jesus v.12b But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself 

from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 

It was Antioch which was the third largest city in the Roman Empire. The time was probably before the 

first missionary journey of Paul and the church had a special visitor. Peter had come to see the 

exciting things that the Lord was doing in Syria. Here the church was growing rapidly.  

Here was a church that was a mixture of Jews and Gentiles all living in grace and living as equals. Peter 

had been told by God in a vision about a Roman Cornelius that the Gentiles were to be welcomed into 

the church. He had eaten with gentiles before and was glad to eat at this mixed meal in Antioch.  

Then a group of strict Jews came to visit and Peter withdrew and refused to eat with the Gentiles because 

of fear. Other Jews soon joined him and the church was divided. Peter had denied the grace of his 

Lord who had eaten with tax collectors and sinners.  

We still struggle with the question of who is welcome. We feel uncomfortable with people who are dirty 

or who have broken lives. We are glad to help the homeless at Prince of Peace Lutheran but are not 

sure what to do when they come here for help. Who is welcome in our church is still a question we deal 

with.  

 

An “F” for Faith 

A Freedom – Grace allows us to love everyone v.14b"You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not 

like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 

Jesus had freed Peter from the law. In Acts 10, Peter had been given a vision by the Lord in which he was 

told to eat unclean meat from a sheet lowered from heaven. He balked because the food was not 

Kosher and he didn’t want to sin.  

The Lord showed him that he could eat with all men for we were saved by Grace and not by the Law. 

When the vision ended, he went with gentiles and ate at the home of a Roman centurion. Peter had 

learned firsthand that God loved everyone and welcomed them into His church equally.  

It is a joy to worship with people of many colors and races at national events or when I have had the 

chance to worship with Jamie and her international group at UC. Here is a cross-section of God’s 

people with their different cultures and ways to worship the Lord.  

It shows the truth of grace. God gives salvation to all people and gives it freely. Right now Asia and 

Africa are the fastest growing Christian regions of the world. They have caught hold of the love of 

God and are sharing it with all the people.  

 

B Fear – Law makes us exclude the imperfect v.12b But when they arrived, he began to draw back and 

separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 

Perhaps the Jewish group caught Peter by surprise. Perhaps they argued that Peter was abandoning his 

heritage and argued that to do so was a sin. These Judaizers argued that the gospel was not enough. 

You must keep the laws of the Old Testament and be pure by separating yourself from the dirty 

gentiles.  

Peter gave in to their arguments and the church was divided. Only pure Jews were welcome to dine 

together. Gentiles were excluded to the other table at the fellowship meal. They were imperfect and 

second rate to the Jews. The grace that had made them one died in that instant.  

The law does the same today. Is the divorcee with the broken life welcome in your church so that they can 

rebuild their life by grace? Is the homosexual person or the couple living together welcome in the 

church as they struggle to understand God’s will for them? Too often the church says no.  



I confess that I have struggled with this as well. As pastors and people, we fear what others in the church 

will say. We struggle with trying to minister with messy people who do not have their life together 

and who sometimes want us to accept their sins as normal and not help them live in obedience.  

 

 

C Failure – When we put our trust in the law v.16a know that a man is not justified by observing the 

law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. 

By moving tables, Peter implied that there was a difference between Jews and Gentiles and that this 

difference could never be bridged. Like the temple in Jerusalem, there was no way a gentile could 

come into the inner court. That honor was reserved for those born Jew.  

To the Jew, God had made them special and better than all the people of the earth. The rest of the world 

was trash and they were chosen. They forgot that their choosing was grace and saw it as something 

they had earned. Keep the laws and you kept that special position of God’s love.  

We likewise forget that we are here simply by grace. We did not earn our salvation even if we have been a 

Christian and Lutheran all our lives. Salvation and God’s love are gifts that are given to us all. If we 

are lucky enough that we have not had a divorce or found life crash, count your blessings.  

Then reach out to someone who has not been so fortunate and give them the grace that God has given 

you. Don’t trust in your goodness for there is always something lurking in your life that you are not 

proud of. Trust God’s mercy and share it with others so that they can trust it too.  

 

D Following – When we lead others astray by our actions v.13 The other Jews joined him in his 

hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. 

Sadly as Peter changed tables, so did a whole group of others including Barnabas. Peter was one of the 

twelve disciples and the Jews followed his lead. They turned their backs on their friends because Peter 

said that was the right thing to do by his actions. Barnabas and the others should have known better.  

Suddenly this church that had been so godly and so merciful became a church divided with the Jews 

closing in on themselves and telling the Gentiles that they were not fully saved. Imagine how that 

hurt. They had turned their back on the world in favor of God and now the church turned on them.  

People follow the leader and they follow the crowd without thinking. It is a tough balance in our age to 

love the sinner and hate the sin. It is tough to reach out to people who are different than us or who are 

broken. It can be messy and sometimes the broken divide churches or cause others a lot of pain.  

We should not fear them. We should realize that God loves them and wants us to reach out to them and 

show them that love. Love the broken and messy and lead others to love them. Let us work together to 

love the people who are divorced, the couple living together and even the homosexual. Pray for them 

and let the love of Jesus work through you to heal them and help them with grace.  

 

A change of attitudes is needed for me. 

Live by faith v 20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 

live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

Surrender to the Lord because of all that he has done for you. Think back on who you would be without 

Jesus. What would your family be like if there were never family devotions? What would your 

character be like if Jesus wasn’t living in you? All that is grace. I for one never earned it.  

I want to sacrifice my life to God so that he can keep living in me. I want to sacrifice my life so that my 

character and love for others match His own. Jesus died for me to bring the good things that I have in 

my life to me. I didn’t earn it. I don’t deserve it. It is a gift because of His love.  

When I realize that salvation is a gift, I see that others need that gift and deserve that gift as much as I do. 

The broken and busy of this world need the healing that only Jesus can give. The dying and the 

despondent need the hope that eternal life with Jesus can bring.  



I have no right to keep others from God’s salvation or to think that they don’t deserve it as much as I do. I 

need to give salvation away. It is a free gift. Jesus earned it and Jesus has commissioned me to help 

those messy people in my life with the gospel so that we both can live by faith.  

 

Welcome others into this life of grace and forgiveness 

One of the great gifts we have as Lutherans is the gift of grace. Martin Luther found out about grace the 

hard way. He beat himself and punished himself and found that he was still a wretched sinner. It was 

only when he read the book of Romans that he understood salvation was a free gift.  

We are his beneficiaries. We can say to Satan when he accuses us that we are saved by the cross. We can 

say with confidence that when we die, we will go to heaven because Jesus earned it for us. I know 

how wretched I am. I cannot save myself, but Jesus died to save me.  

How can I ever say no to someone else? Their life may be in tatters, but my life feels that way at times as 

well. They may be broken, but I would be broken without Jesus. I have been saved by Jesus and I 

need to open salvation to all the people around me. I need salvation and they do too.  

Let me welcome others into the gift of grace and pray for the Holy Spirit to work in their life and give this 

person what I have in Jesus. Jesus can heal the broken and clean up the lives of the messy. No one is 

outside of His power. Let us welcome the world into His presence so that He can give us all His 

mercy.  

 


