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Big idea: God does keep His promises every day 

 

Hold on, what about the Law?  

Paul had been preaching the gospel. He had told the people of Galatia that Jesus had given them 

salvation by His cross and resurrection and that there was nothing more we needed for salvation. The 

Judaizers had come in and said hold on, what about the law? To be saved, you have to keep the 

Mosaic Law.  

You must be circumcised and you must make sacrifices in the temple. You have to eat only kosher foods 

and keep the Sabbath. God put all those laws out at Mount Sinai long before Jesus died. Promises are 

nice, but the law must be obeyed if salvation is to be yours.  

Today, many people look at the law first and the gospel second. Many have walked away from the 

church because they don’t think that they can ever keep up to God’s standards. They live less than 

perfect lives and abandon God because they think he can’t love them.  

Churches have focused on the law as well. They act like the promises of God can only come true if we 

make promises to God about our lifestyle and keep them. Are God’s promises conditional? Does God 

sometimes keep his promises or can we really depend on what he says?  

 

The relation between the promise and the law 

A. The Gospel came first v.16 The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture 

does not say "and to seeds," meaning many people, but "and to your seed," meaning one person, who 

is Christ. 

Paul begins by pointing out that God’s promise came before the law. The promise came to Abraham six 

hundred years before Moses received the law on Mount Sinai. God made promises to Abraham of 

land, protection, and of a descendant who would change the world.  

All those promises were unconditional. Abraham was required to do nothing for those promises to come 

true. We can look back and see how God kept every one of those promises and kept them in a way 

that was greater than Abraham would have ever guessed.  

God continued to make promises to David, to Daniel, to the people of Israel about their time in Egypt 

and their time in Babylon. God made promises about the Messiah who is the seed of Abraham as 

well. Every one of those came true just as God said that they would.  

The gospel message came out of God’s mouth to Adam and Eve and to Abraham long before the law and 

God has shown His words to be true again and again. So what is the purpose of the law? What is the 

law to do since God will not go back on His promises?  

 

B. Law can’t set gospel aside v.17 The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant 

previously established by God and thus do away with the promise. 

Let’s start as Paul does with what the law can’t do. The law being later than the gospel can’t set the 

gospel aside. It can’t alter to change God’s promises to us. It can’t say salvation is yours, but I have 

added some conditions for you. It can’t take away the free grace that was given and make it different.  

As we have seen, God doesn’t operate that way. When God makes a promise, He keeps it. He didn’t alter 

any of the promises that He made to Abraham. He didn’t change any of the promises He made to 

David just because David sinned with Bathsheba. God’s unconditional promises are always good.  

The other thing Paul gets at is that the law can’t save us. We simply can’t do enough good things to wipe 

out the bad. Religions can tell you that you have to make pilgrimages or serve two years as a 

missionary if you want to get to heaven. They can demand you kill yourself to have the virgins.  

All of it is bull and people in those religions always feel the doubt. Did I do enough to gain the favor of 

the gods? The Gospel pushes all that aside and says Jesus did it all. It is not about you. It is about 

Him and His work.  



 

C. Law shows us why we need gospel v.22 But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a 

prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given 

to those who believe. 

Paul does say that the law has a purpose. The purpose is simply to show us that we need the gospel. Look 

at history before the law. At the time of the flood, people were so evil and thought that they didn’t 

need God. During the captivity in Egypt, the Jews slowly forgot their God.  

The law was given to show the people why they needed a savior. It was a standard that showed us that 

we lie, steal and hate others. The law shows us our sin so that we see our need for a savior. Without 

the law, it would be easy to think that God must love us just as we are.  

In our society, so many reject the law because it is so good at showing us how wretched we are. People 

try to soften it by saying that killing is bad, but hate is not so bad. They want us to tell them white 

lies are ok, but other lies are not. We think that if we deny the law, we don’t need the gospel.  

The law, however, is written on our conscience. It nags us and makes us guilty until we seek out the 

gospel. It helps us see how bad we are so that we seek out the relief that can only come from the 

promises of God in the message of salvation.  

 

D. Law leads us to the gospel v.24 So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be 

justified by faith. 

The law has another wonderful purpose. It shows us how we are to live as Christians. In many Roman 

households, well-educated slaves would be assigned to teach the children. They would instruct them 

at school and teach them how to live as citizens. They prepared kids to be mature adults.  

The law is our tutor. It shows us how Christians live. They are not to be liars or thieves. They are to care 

about one another and live with the character of Jesus. They are to be loving husbands and wives. 

They are to care for their children and their friends.  

None of this saves them from sin, but the law can show us how to live a joyful and fulfilled life here on 

earth. It shows us the need to be honest, kind and loving. It shows us the importance of putting our 

Lord first above all things. It shows us the importance of rest on the Sabbath and character.  

If you live with the law as your guide, you will be unique in this world. You will have a set of values that 

can help you be a blessing to others and to yourself. You will also rely on God to help you live as His 

child even as you are confident of the promises that God makes to His children.  

 

God does keep His promises 

God kept His promise in spite of our sins  

The law was not meant to supplant the gospel, but to prepare us for all the promises of God in the cross 

and in this life. Without the law, how would we know that we needed the gospel? Without the law, 

how would we have an understanding of what is right and wrong?  

The law shows us how much God wants us to have the gospel. He knew that we would not believe the 

promises until we were desperate and forced to look for someone to help us. The law shows us our 

weakness so that we have to throw ourselves on His mercy.  

It is those commandments that keep hammering at us that finally convince us that we need the sweet 

promises of God. Thus, the law is actually a gift of love. It was not meant to destroy people. It was 

meant to show us the bondage that we were already in.  

It was meant to show us that we can’t make things better but that we have to rely on the promises of God 

to give us hope and life. Don’t be afraid of the law. Embrace it so that you see all that God has given 

in the gospel and the depth of this friend who continues to promise and give us so much.  

 

 

 

 



Life without a faithful God would be miserable 

Just imagine what life would be like if God did not keep His promises. Imagine if we approached death 

wondering if we had done enough for salvation or if God might be favorable to us and let us into His 

heaven. Such is the fate of many in other religions, but God works differently.  

Just imagine what life would be like if you had to bargain or beg in your prayers for God to listen and to 

help. What would it be like to be desperate and hope that God actually cared? Such is the prayer life 

of many in other religions. Thankfully God works differently.  

The same Jesus who welcomed the thief on the cross into heaven without condition welcomes us in spite 

of our sins into heaven as well. We can have confidence that we will have salvation when we die 

because it is based on Jesus and not on us. God keeps His promises.  

We have also experienced that faithfulness in this life as God answers prayer after prayer. He has 

promised to listen to us and we see the result in our lives as people are healed, friends accept the 

gospel and we have our daily bread. Life would be miserable without a God who keeps His promises. 

Thank you, Lord, that we never have to experience such pain.  
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