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They stood in a place of greatness, but all around them was failure and decay. The temple above them on 

the hill had once gleamed with gold, and the surrounding nations paid tribute to their king. Their homes 

had been lavish, and the food was in abundance. Now, their temple was simple and the walls made of 

burnt and broken stone. Judah paid tribute to a faraway king and food was simple and scarce. All around 

them said failure. They were a shadow of what they had once been. The glory of David and Solomon was 

long past. Would they ever be great again? The answer is yes and greatness will come again because of 

God.  

 

This is the longest recorded prayer of the Bible and God is the main subject. The Jews will describe who 

He is, what He does for His people, and what His people must do for Him. This prayer reviews the history 

of Israel and reveals both the majesty of God and the depravity of man. Israel responded to God's "great 

kindness", "great mercy", and "great goodness". It is interesting that three of Israel's great "national 

prayers" are recorded in Ezra 9, Nehemiah 9, and Daniel 9. Behind these prayers is the promise of 2 

Chronicles 7:14 (“if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek 

my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will 

heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14) 

 

1. What is the longest time that you ever prayed in one sitting? What drove you to pray that long?  

For many of us, it is a few minutes. If someone has prayed a longer time, it is often because of an illness 

or a problem. Verse 3 relates that the people prayed for a quarter of the day or about 3 hours after they 

had read the bible for a quarter of the day. As we study, we will discover what drove them to pray that 

long.  

 

2. Why did the Israelites gather together at this time? (9:1) 

The Feast of Tabernacles had just ended. The feast was a harvest festival in which the people built booths 

to recall the Exodus pilgrimage. The festival started on the 14th day of the month and lasted for ten days. 

Feasting had turned to fasting as the reading of the word throughout this month had convicted the people 

of their sins. It was as if the people wanted more and turned to Ezra for answers from the Bible and a 

connection with the Lord. Sackcloth and ashes were a demonstration of the people’s repentance and desire 

to come humbly before the Lord.  

 

3. What do you do when you feel guilty for something that you did? How do you “get right” with 

the Lord?  

Answers will vary. The group should express ways that they show repentance and how they receive 

forgiveness. Challenge the class to explore ways that someone who has committed a hideous sin like 

murder, adultery, or theft could confess their sins and feel the relief of forgiveness. What would they do? 

What could other Christians do? What could your group do if someone in the group wanted to confess 

something that was really bothering them?  

 

4. What are the four things that the Jews praise God for in verse 6? Why would each be of comfort 

to a people who are struggling and feeling guilty about the past?  

To recover life, we must begin with the source of life. 1) He is God alone. All the other gods and things 

that people put their trust in will fail. The nation of Israel was surrounded by idolatry and the degrading 

lifestyle that was associated with pagan worship. 2) God is the creator and all people and things belong to 

Him. 3) God is the one who gives life to everything and keeps the world running. Finally, 4) He is so 
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great that even the hosts of heaven worship Him. If we are ever to have a real life, it must come from the 

Lord. It is for that reason that we must praise our God. We must praise Him and depend on Him for He 

alone is God. Everything we see was made by His hand, and our only hope for the future is His care of 

our world and our lives.  

 

5. What three actions of God that formed the nation of Israel do the Jews recall in verse 7, 9, 13? 

It began with an act of pure grace as God chose their ancestor Abram from the all the peoples of the world 

to begin the nation. Genesis 12 details the covenant that God made with Abram and that the people of 

Jerusalem could claim as their own. When they became slaves in Egypt, it was God again who rescued 

them and took them as His own. Finally, at Mt. Sinai, God forged a nation from the slaves He had rescued 

by giving them the law and a vision of the Promised Land.  No other nation around them could claim such 

honor from their gods.  

 

6. What is your story or the story of your congregation of God’s blessings to you? Where has God 

touched your life and made you what you are today?  

Answers will vary. Encourage them to tell about people that God sent or events that God helped them 

through. This question should help the group to think of the many ways that God has helped them on the 

journey of life. It may encourage them to look for events and people that the Lord could use to bring them 

closer to him and shape their character and values.  

 

7. How had God showed them his great love despite their constant grumbling and rebellion during 

the exodus years? (9:19-30) 

The Jews were a story of disappointments and struggle. There were significant parallels between what 

was happening to the Jews after the Babylonian captivity and what was happening years ago after the 

people left Egypt. Despite grumblings and rebellion in the wilderness in which a whole generation died, 

God never forsook His people. He led them by the cloud and fire, taught them the Word, provided them 

with the necessities of life, and gave them victory over their enemies. God keeps His promises and fulfills 

His purposes. God had compassion for them (v.30), overcame their enemies (v.22) and made them as 

numerous as the skies (v.23). The hope of the Jews in the text was that God would do for them as He had 

done for their ancestors long ago because God didn’t change.  

 

8. If God was so loving, why did the patient God allow the suffering that the nation had felt? (9:29-

31) 

God had been very patient with His people (v.30), but Israel’s sins had become so disgusting that God 

handed them over to their neighbors. When Israel obeyed Him, He was faithful to bless; when they 

disobeyed Him, He was faithful to chasten; when they asked for mercy, He was faithful to forgive. God is 

willing to give His people many privileges, but He will not give them the privilege of sinning and having 

their own way. God's purposes are more important than our pleasures, and He will accomplish His 

purposes even if He has to chasten us to do it. It was for this reason, that God used the Assyrians to 

destroy the Northern Kingdom, and then He brought the Babylonians to take the Southern Kingdom 

(Judah) captive and to destroy Jerusalem and the temple. 

 

9. How has God shown His mercy to you or to someone you know even though they did not deserve 

it? How has God used hardship to bring people back to faith?  

Answers will vary. Give people the opportunity to tell the stories of others without mentioning their 

names. The point of this question is not to shame, but to show that God is still just as merciful as He was 

for the people of the Old Testament. God can use both his kindness and his punishment to bring people 

closer to Him.  

 



10. In verses 32-37, we finally come to the petition of this prayer. After telling the story of God’s 

mercy and the rebellion of their ancestors, what are the people asking for.  

The leaders and the people have reviewed history and now it is time to make their request. They ask that 

all the hardship that they face not seem small in God’s eyes. They have paid dearly for their sins as a 

nation. They admit that God has been just in all that He has done for them. In fact He has been more than 

gracious. Verse 36 reveals their current condition. They are slaves in the land that God promised to their 

fathers. They should be enjoying God’s blessings, but they are in torment and do not get to keep the 

material blessings that the Lord has given. The implication is simple. “Have you forgotten us Lord?” God 

had been with His people through the ages, but His mercy seems far away.  

 

11. The chapter closes with the people making a covenant with the Lord. (9:38) Why do you think 

that they made this pledge?  

The people made this pledge because history had shown them that the failure they saw all around them 

was due to centuries of abandoning God. God is gracious and merciful and loves His people. They were 

convinced that if they returned to the Lord that He would be gracious and restore the people and keep His 

promises. They had learned that God was their only security for the future and was the source of all the 

greatness that Israel had attained in the past. It was a commitment to God, but it was also a commitment 

to their future and themselves. Without God, the future would look as bleak as the present. In committing 

to God, they were committing to change their future and their legacy. The content of this promise is found 

in chapter 10. Sadly, the people did not keep these promises for long.  

 

12. As you look at the church today struggling in our world, what have you learned from the 

experience in the text? What must the church do to become great again?  

Answers will vary. Encourage the group to review how the people of God live out their faith. God has not 

changed, but we have. As I look at the church, it is time to define by God’s standard what it means to be a 

Christian. Simply put, it is to grow and to share. It is to commit ourselves to grow in our faith so that we 

are in the word and are people who follow what the word has to say because we believe that God’s ways 

are best. It is time to pledge to turn outward and do whatever it takes to bring salvation to the people 

around us. It is a commitment to God, but it is also a commitment to us. We have seen how the church 

and Christian lives fair without God. The church would do well to renew their commitment to God and to 

live in His kingdom and love. 

 

For deep discussion:  

 How committed do you believe that God is to making the lives of His people and His church 

better? Why? 

 What do you see as some of the weaknesses of the church and of your congregation?  

 How have those sins/weaknesses affected the church at large and the members in particular?  

 How would a renewed commitment to follow the Lord and his mission impact the lives of the 

members and the future of the congregation?  

Action:  

Plan a service of confession and commitment for July. Focus on the following items 

 What qualities or promises of God do you want to claim in the service?  

 What sins or weaknesses in ministry do you want to highlight?  

 What is the mission of the church and how do we want to proclaim that?  

 What commitment do we want to come out of the service? Do we want it to be verbal or should it 

be in writing and how will we do that?  



 What is the desired outcome of this service? What are we wanting to accomplish by this time of 

adoration of God, confession of sin and commitment to the future?  

 

BS: Cleansed of Past Failures 

A: Plan a service of confession for July 


