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Big idea: difficulties can often lead to opportunities for the gospel  

 

A new opportunity v.9  During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging 

him, "Come over to Macedonia and help us."  

It was a turning point in the church. Up till now, the Christian church was Middle Eastern and Asian with 

its center in Palestine and Syria. This begins the move to Europe where the church will flourish and 

Rome will be its home. Yet, the beginning is not without challenges.  

There is no synagogue and few Jews. Paul has to begin with a few women worshipping by a river. 

Philippi is a stronghold of Satan with great pagan temples. He will even find himself beaten and 

imprisoned. Yet, this city will have the church that will support Paul his entire ministry.  

The lesson of Philippi is simply that difficulties produce opportunities. People who are in business will 

tell you that principle works all the time. It is the problems that cause people to look for solutions that 

move business forward. Without the problems, you just stand still in the status quo.  

In the church problems often mean that you are succeeding. Satan is reacting because you are successfully 

entering his turf. Instead of moving back in fear or calling a problem failure, God wants us to trust that 

He has a solution. He wants you to move forward instead of being frozen by challenges. 
 

Difficulties will come 

Unwanted support v.17 This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, "These men are servants of 

the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved." 

She proclaimed their mission like a herald going through the streets before them. It was unwanted for who 

wants or trusts Satan proclaiming that God is going to do something good. Who wants Satan being the 

voice that people hear or the divisions that would come as little falsehoods slipped in.  

Paul seemed to have taken it for a while, but then called Satan on the carpet. Like Jesus, Paul cast the 

demon out of the girl so that the false witness would stop. God’s witness must be heard and not 

Satan’s witness. Paul did not want people to come and hear him for the wrong reasons.  

We like it when the church is acknowledged by the world, but we should also be careful that it is not an 

attack of Satan. We see the politician who praises Christian values or actions on the church steps 

before the cameras. We see it in the media that praises Christian heroes.  

Beware when Satan tries to reshape the message. He will praise values like love and charity even as he 

bashes Christian values or the worship of God. The focus will be on doing good works and not in 

believing in God. We don’t want any support that takes God out of the picture.  

 

Beatings for doing good v.23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the 

jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 

When Satan is silenced, he attacks the preacher just like he did before. Like a little child stomping its foot, 

he reaches out to hit the Christian because Christ has silenced him. Paul and Silas threaten his control 

of this pagan city by sharing the gospel. Thus Satan attacks.  

He has the two men beaten with rods and thrown into the darkest part of the prison without any kind of 

trial. He brushes them under the carpet to silent their message and make it disappear. He foolishly 

underestimates the Lord and the faith of Paul and Silas.  

Know that we will be attacked if we are doing good works for the Lord. You and the church will be called 

names. You will find bad things happening to us for our witness. Someday, we may even face 

physical punishment for witnessing to our faith just like Paul.  

You can be defeated by this or you can go on in ministry and defeat Satan again and again. Satan wants us 

to quit just at the time that we are winning. He wants to scare us all into abandoning the gospel just 

when he is nearing defeat. Like Paul, we have to be confident in the Lord and trust the Lord.  



 

Opportunities can follow  

Rejoice and share the victory with others v.25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 

hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 

Never let Satan silence you. The two begin to pray and to sing out loud. Bloody and chained like dogs, 

they focus on God instead of themselves. As they draw strength from the Lord, they witness to others 

about the power of their God. The word is powerful and Satan can’t stop it.   

Then there is an earthquake from the Lord. It is as if God is affirming what they are saying. You are right 

my children. I am in control and great things are ready to happen. The difficulties that you have faced 

have opened up new opportunities for the gospel. 

Like Paul, we would do well to praise the Lord in the midst of difficulties. The time of prayer and praise 

will lift us up out of our doldrums. If we do it openly, others will listen and see the power of God and 

be touched by His word. Satan will flee when the word is being shared. It slays Him.  

People watch and notice whether Satan wins or loses. If we fold in fear when the first pain comes; then 

people will think that Satan is right. If the church praises God and pushes forward in his power, 

people around us will be convinced that our God should be their God as well.  

 

Share your faith with those who are afraid v.30 He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I 

do to be saved?" 

In tough times, you are not the only one who is struggling. In the text the jailer fears the worst and is 

ready to take his own life. The message of the gospel from these men who sing when they are beaten 

opens his heart. Paul will witness this day to this man and to his whole family.  

In the process a church is born. This man and some who were in the prison will be added to the women by 

the stream and the first church in Europe will be created. He will become a leader in that church and 

as a city leader will influence others to see the power of our God.  

When you are struggling, who needs to hear your praise? Do you know someone who is facing divorce, 

job lay off or illness? Those are often the times when people are open to the gospel. Those are times 

when they recognize that they need what the Lord can give.  

The person who can sing in their sorrows points others to the Lord. We may sing and pray to comfort 

ourselves, but if we do it publically, we are helping others to sing and pray as well. We are driving 

Satan away and lifting others to the Lord. When you are hurt is one of the best times to witness.  

 

When the crisis is over 

Demand that others show the gospel respect v.39 They came to appease them and escorted them from 

the prison, requesting them to leave the city. 

It is important that you demand respect for the gospel. Beating a Roman citizen without a trial was a 

major offense. Paul now uses the actions of the magistrates on behalf of the gospel. He makes a big 

deal of it so that the gospel will not be labeled illegal in Philippi.  

He demanded that the magistrates bring him out of the jail so that everyone could see that the Christian 

faith was not illegal or immoral. He wanted everyone to know that they were not disobeying Roman 

law, but were showing mercy to a poor girl. He wanted the gospel respected in Philippi.  

I think that there are times that we need to demand respect for the gospel. Government seems to want the 

church to help with everything from foster care to hurricane relief. At the same time, our culture 

belittles the church and treats God like every other false God.  

As we serve, we need to make the demand that we can witness as we serve. We need to let people know 

that we serve because God serves us. We should never help the needy without God being at the 

forefront. The gospel deserves respect and it is the greatest gift that we can give.  

 



Encourage others to see the opportunities that can follow difficulty v.40 After Paul and Silas came 

out of the prison, they went to Lydia's house, where they met with the brothers and encouraged them. 

Then they left. 

There was only one thing left for Paul as he is released from Prison. He knows that others need to see this 

lesson from the Lord. The church of Philippi would be upset that Paul had been imprisoned. They 

would see the difficulties and wonder if the ministry would survive. 

Paul went and encouraged the brothers. He wanted them to see the victory that Lord had won. He wanted 

them to see that God would work miracles casting demons out of others so that they, too, could have 

salvation. God was winning and the people needed to be encouraged with the message.  

I think God wants the church to see the same message. The normal response to difficulties is to back away 

from them in fear. Paul would tell us that difficulties can lead to opportunities if we do not shy away 

from them. They are just Satan showing that he is beaten.  

Don’t fold your hand when you are winning. Sing praises to our God and be confident that he is ready to 

do something great. God never waists a hurt, but uses them to open up opportunities to reach new 

people for him. He can use Satan’s attacks to draw attention to the gospel and to His power. Amen.  
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