
Rejoice in the gift 

Luke 2:1-20  

 
What is your favorite Christmas movie? 

Read: Luke 2.1 - 20 

 

1. What do we know about Caesar Augustus? Anyone have a study Bible? 

The opening words of this famous section of Scripture provide the setting for this, the greatest of all stories, 

by informing us that Caesar Augustus (Octavian) was ruler of “the entire Roman world”—”all the inhabited 

earth” (nasb). The ancient historians tell us that Caesar Augustus was the great-nephew of Julius Caesar and 

was a born fighter who clawed his way to power by defeating Antony and Cleopatra and then, through the 

considerable genius and force of his person, gave the empire a solidness that was to endure for centuries. 

He was the first Caesar to be called “Augustus” when the Roman Senate voted to give him that title. Augustus 

means “holy” or “revered,” and up to that time the title was reserved exclusively for the gods. It was under 

Augustus’ rule that decisive strides were taken toward making the Caesars gods. In fact, at about the same 

time Luke was writing these words, some of the Greek cities in Asia Minor adopted Caesar’s birthday, 

September 23, as the first day of the New Year, hailing him as “savior.” An inscription at Halicarnassus 

(birthplace of the famous Herodotus) even called him “savior of the whole world.”  

2. Verse 4 talks about their journey. How do you imagine Mary and Joseph felt by the time they got to 

Bethlehem? 

The journey left Mary increasingly weary as she trod those dusty miles to the south, and when she and Joseph 

arrived in Bethlehem they were exhausted—especially Mary. Then the pains began. Perhaps at first young 

Mary was not sure it was her time and did not say anything to Joseph. But when there was no doubt that it 

was the real thing, she told him—probably with tears. Remember, she was only thirteen or fourteen years old. 

We are all familiar with the haunting simplicity of Luke’s description of the birth: “While they were there, the 

time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son” (Luke 2:6-7a).  

3. How do you picture this manger? What do you imagine it looked like? 

In Bethlehem the accommodations for travelers were primitive. The eastern inn was the crudest of 

arrangements. Typically it was a series of stalls built on the inside of an enclosure and opening onto a 

common yard where the animals were kept. All the innkeeper provided was fodder for the animals and a fire 

to cook on. On that cold day when the expectant parents arrived, nothing at all was available, not even one of 

those crude stalls. And despite the urgency, no one would make room for them. So it was probably in the 

common courtyard where the travelers’ animals were tethered that Mary gave birth to Jesus, with only 

Joseph attending her. Joseph probably wept as much as Mary did. Seeing her pain, the stinking barnyard, their 

poverty, people’s indifference, the humiliation, and the sense of utter helplessness, feeling shame at not 



being able to provide for young Mary on the night of her travail—all that would make a man either curse or 

cry. 

If we imagine that Jesus was born in a freshly swept, county fair stable, we miss the whole point. It was 

wretched—scandalous! There was sweat and pain and blood and cries as Mary reached up to the heavens for 

help. The earth was cold and hard. The smell of birth mixed with the stench of manure and acrid straw made a 

contemptible bouquet. Trembling carpenter’s hands, clumsy with fear, grasped God’s Son slippery with 

blood—the baby’s limbs waving helplessly as if falling through space—his face grimacing as he gasped in the 

cold and his cry pierced the night.  

4. How do you react when you are asked to do something difficult? How has your worst situation compared to 

what Mary and Joseph are facing?  

Sometimes we think to ourselves, "I'm being obedient, so why aren't things going better?" We face 

discomfort or inconvenience and immediately think either that we have misread God's will or that God has 

made a mistake. But watch this quiet couple as they head toward Bethlehem. God did not soften Joseph's 

bumpy road, but strengthened him. God did not provide a luxurious inn for Joseph and Mary, but brought his 

Son into the world in humble surroundings. When we do God's will, we are not guaranteed comfort and 

convenience. But we are promised that everything, even discomfort and inconvenience, has meaning in God's 

plan. He will guide you and provide all you need. Like Joseph, live each day by faith, trusting that God is in 

charge. 

5. Try to imagine the contrast between how Jesus came to earth and how royalty travels to a foreign land. 

What would it be like for a modern king to travel? 

Queen Elizabeth II visited the United States, and reporters delighted in spelling out the logistics involved: her 

four thousand pounds of luggage included two outfits for every occasion, a mourning outfit in case someone 

died, 40 pints of plasma, and white kid-leather toilet seat covers. She brought along her own hairdresser, two 

valets, and a host of other attendants. A brief visit of royalty to a foreign country can easily cost 20 million 

dollars. In meek contrast, God’s visit to earth took place in an animal shelter with no attendants present and 

nowhere to lay the newborn king but a feed trough. 

6. Whenever there is a birth, there is a birth announcement. Who was Jesus first birth announcement given 

to? What does this tell us about the recipients and about the savior himself? 

The first announcement of the Messiah’s birth was given by an angel to some anonymous shepherds. Why 

shepherds? Why not to priests or scribes? By visiting the shepherds, the angel revealed the grace of God 

toward mankind. Shepherds were really outcasts in Israel. Their work not only made them ceremonially 

unclean, but it kept them away from the temple for weeks at a time so that they could not be made clean. 

God does not call the rich and mighty; He calls the poor and the lowly (Luke 1:51-53; 1 Cor. 1:26-29). The 

angels also gave the shepherds a sign. They would find their Savior in "a manger"—a sign of not only Jesus' 

identity but also his humble circumstances. By highlighting the modest character of Jesus' birth, Luke set the 

stage for the bulk of his narrative: a story describing how Jesus gathered twelve common Israelite men to help 

him minister to the ordinary people of Israel. The shepherds' response to the angels' announcement is similar 

to Mary's: they "hurried off" to see what God was accomplishing and returned, praising him (1:39, 46-56; 

2:16, 20 NIV). God still breaks into ordinary lives, even yours. Follow his instructions, praising him for using you 

to accomplish his will. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+1%3A39
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+1%3A46-56
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+2%3A20


7. Anyone have a study Bible? What do we know about these shepherds? 

It is a wonderful thing that the story should tell that the first announcement of God came to some shepherds. 

Shepherds were despised by the orthodox good people of the day. They were quite unable to keep the details 

of the ceremonial law; they could not observe all the meticulous hand-washings and rules and regulations. 

Their flocks made far too constant demands on them; and so the orthodox looked down on them. It was to 

simple men of the fields that God’s message first came.  

But these were in all likelihood very special shepherds. We have already seen how in the Temple, morning 

and evening, an unblemished lamb was offered as a sacrifice to God. To see that the supply of perfect 

offerings was always available the Temple authorities had their own private sheep flocks; and we know that 

these flocks were pastured near Bethlehem. It is most likely that these shepherds were in charge of the flocks 

from which the Temple offerings were chosen. It is a lovely thought that the shepherds who looked after the 

Temple lambs were the first to see the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  

8. Verse 9. What do you imagine this glory of the angel’s looking like? 

Suddenly, the field was ablaze with light (2:9). Luke describes the light as “the glory of the Lord,” which 

suggests that they were bathed in the Shekinah glory, the light of another world, the light that heralded the 

divine presence (Exod. 24:16; 1 Kings 8:10). The shepherds were filled with fear. The angels were used to that. 

The herald angel sought to calm their troubled breasts: “Fear not,” he said, “for, behold, I being you good 

tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 

which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

lying in a manger” (2:10-12). A sign indeed! Who would expect the newborn son of a king to be so wrapped 

and laid to rest?  



9. Verse 11 What was the message of the angels and what does it mean?  

"For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord."NKJV The angel 

explained the substance of the "good news" that he brought: There is born to you this day in the city of David 

a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. A child had just been born. The site of his birth was the "city of David," 

Bethlehem (see commentary on 2:4).The child is the Savior. The word "Savior" is used to refer to Jesus only 

two times in the Gospels: here as the angels proclaimed his birth, and in John 4:42 by the Samaritans who 

came to believe in Jesus as "the Savior of the world." In the Old Testament, the same word (sometimes 

translated "deliverer" in some versions) is used for certain individuals, as well as for God (Judges 3:9, 15; 

1 Samuel 10:19; 2 Samuel 22:2-3; 2 Kings 13:5; Isaiah 19:20). For the Greeks and Romans, the word "savior" 

could be applied to their gods as well as to great military or political leaders. Julius Caesar was called a 

"savior." The basic meaning of the word was readily understood by Jews as well as Gentiles. 

The title Christ the Lord is found only here in the New Testament, although the understanding of Christ as the 

Lord appears elsewhere (Acts 2:36; 2 Corinthians 4:5; Philippians 2:11). The word "Christ" is Greek for 

"Anointed One"; the word "Messiah" comes from the Hebrew term with the same meaning. To be anointed 

meant to be set apart for some special purpose. Moses anointed Aaron and his sons as the first priests of 

Israel (Exodus 28:41); the prophet Samuel anointed both Saul and David as kings of Israel (1 Samuel 10:1; 

16:3). The title was applied to that future one whom God would raise up. The Jews were awaiting this special 

deliverer, one who would be the Anointed One of God, the Messiah, the Christ. The word "Lord" refers here 

to deity. That this tiny baby was the "Lord" means that God had arrived in human form. Thus the angel gave 

no doubt as to the identity of this child. He was the one for whom all Israel had been waiting. 

10. Does Christmas ever become so hectic that it loses all its joy?  

A woman was doing her last-minute Christmas shopping at a crowded mall. She was tired of fighting the 

crowds. She was tired of standing in lines. She was tired of fighting her way down long aisles looking for a gift 

that had sold out days before. Her arms were full of bulky packages when an elevator door opened. It was full. 

The occupants of the elevator grudgingly tightened ranks to allow a small space for her and her load. 

As the doors closed, she blurted out, “Whoever is responsible for this whole Christmas thing ought to be 

arrested, strung up, and shot!” A few others nodded their heads or grunted in agreement.Then, from 

somewhere in the back of the elevator, came a single voice that said: “Don’t worry. They already crucified 

him.”  
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11. Verse 13-14 The angels break out into song. Why do you think that they feel that they need to break out 

into verse and what would the effect of their song have been on  you if you were there?  

After the angel gave the great news of God's arrival on earth, suddenly all heaven broke into praise, for the 

angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven. John's vision of heaven recorded in 

Revelation reveals that there are innumerable angels in heaven: "Then I looked and heard the voice of many 

angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand" (Revelation 5:11 NIV). 

One of the angels' key roles is to offer continuous praise to God. The arrival of God's Son on earth caused the 

"armies of heaven" to join in an anthem of praise to God. Rarely did more than one angel come; at this great 

event, however, all the angels joined together, praising God. The "armies of heaven" or "heavenly host" refers 

to a select group of angels that serve God (see 1 Kings 22:19; Daniel 7:10). The story of Jesus' birth resounds 

with music that has inspired composers for two thousand years. The angels' song is an all-time favorite. Often 

called the "Gloria" after its first word in the Latin translation, it is the basis of modern choral works, traditional 

Christmas carols, and ancient liturgical chants. "Glory to God" focuses the praise on the one who set these 

events in motion, the one who controls all events on earth. He is "in the highest heaven" and is sending peace 

on earth to all whom [he] favors. The peace referred to is the peace that only the Messiah can bring—not 

peace after war or conflict, but peace between sinful humanity and the holy God. Those whom God favors are 

those to whom he will graciously reveal his truth. The emphasis is on God—he is to be glorified, and he will 

bring peace to those whom he chooses. The entire "good news," brought to humanity through the birth of 

Jesus, came by God's decision and grace alone. 

12. Verse 14. The angels promised peace. How does the biblical word peace differ from the way we often use 

the word? 

The Jewish word shalom (peace) means much more than a truce in the battles of life. It means well-being, 

health, prosperity, security, soundness, and completeness. It has to do more with character than 

circumstances. Life was difficult at that time just as it is today. Taxes were high, unemployment was high, 

morals were slipping lower, and the military state was in control. Roman law, Greek philosophy, and even 

Jewish religion could not meet the needs of men’s hearts. Then, God sent His Son!  

13. Verse 15. What do you admire about these shepherds? What do learn about following God from their 

example? 

These shepherds told everyone who would listen all that they had heard and seen. Often people who 

try to tell all that they know are politely avoided. It can be boring to listen to someone who never 

stops to take a breath. 

But in the shepherds' case, people listened, because: 

 Shepherds were not supposed to know much, and these shepherds had startling information. 

 The message was revolutionary, breathtaking, and transformative. It changed listeners' lives. 

 The shepherds spoke from the heart, and their words connected to the deepest needs of others. 

When you tell about Jesus, start with what you know best: your life experience. Tell the story of 

God in your life. You don't need to embellish, but don't hold back either. Your words will change 

many, and God will use you to change the world. 

14. If you were to spread the news about Jesus’ birth, who would you want to tell first? What would 

you tell someone about your Savior? 
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