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January 21, 2018 – Epiphany 3 

Big idea: Worship gives glory to God and blessings to us. 

 

God’s glory – the heart of worship 

Worship is something we all do, but I think that few Christians understand. The Jews were required to 

visit the temple for the feasts. It had become their duty. Used to be a lot of people came to church for 

the same reason. It was our duty or it was a habit. It robbed them of the power in worship.  

Others like the Pharisees worshipped God for show so that others would praise them and think that they 

were holy and pious. Some still go to church to be seen and to make connections. You join First 

church because all the right people go. That is worship of self, not worship of God.  

Jesus will look at three parts to worship and show their deeper meaning and how to get the most out of 

worship. It begins with the right attitude and has the right focus. It builds relationships and a network 

of support that starts in heaven and leads down to earth.  

Worship can become one of the greatest things that happens to you each week and each day. Done right it 

can be the source of blessings that will change your life and lead others to great blessings because they 

will see how great and wonderful our God really is. God’s glory is the heart of worship.  

 

Giving 

A When you give v. 2a So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the 

hypocrites do 

Worship starts with an attitude, the attitude of thankfulness. Jesus doesn’t say if you give to the needy, but 

when you do. Worship starts with the realization of all that the Lord has given to you and rejoices that 

the Lord is part of our lives. We are honored to have Him as part of our lives.  

Worship also has a measure of confidence. We know that God will keep giving because He loves us. 

What I have received from the Lord in my life is just a fraction of the gifts He wants to give and will 

give. I don’t have to hoard what I have, I am sure that God will keep giving me my daily bread.  

Jews routinely dropped thank offerings for the needy into a chest in the temple. These alms would be 

distributed to the poor so that the abundance that God gave one person could help others. Such gifts 

bound the Jewish people together into a community. We shared because we were one.  

Such an attitude changes worship. It takes burdens away because our focus in on the generosity of God. 

We come before Him knowing that He will provide and will answer our needs. We make friends 

because we are all in this together helping one another and being helped in return.  

 

B Give in secret v. 3-4 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing,  so that your giving may be in secret. 

Such giving should be done in secret so that we guard against selfish motives. In Jewish society, people 

often were more influence to give because of what men would say than by what God thought. 

Pharisees would make an elaborate show of giving so people praised them for the generosity.  

The alms chest had a wide opening that narrowed to the chest. It looked like a Jewish trumpet and you 

could put the coins in just right so that they made a loud rattle all the way down announcing your 

generosity to everyone. They might get man’s praise for their actions, but not God’s.  

God wants us to give in secret so that we get a warm feeling from doing something good just because we 

love God. We feel good about how the Lord has blessed us and so we want to give a portion back 

confident that God will keep giving. It is the building of a relationship of love with God.  

It is also a chance for God to bless us even more. As God looks across His church, He has always been 

more likely to bless the people that pass the blessings on than those who keep them to themselves. He 

also is pleased when secret charity given from the church shows the love of God to a world that does 

not yet know Him.  



 

Praying 

C Who sees you pray v.5 And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray 

standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. 

The second act of worship Jesus speaks about is prayer. Remember the parable of the Pharisee and the 

Publican. The Pharisee stood in the middle of the temple shouting about how great he was. His prayer 

was not worship of God. It was so others would worship the Pharisee.  

Prayer is to be intimate conversation with God. It doesn’t matter if anyone else sees you pray. This is a 

time to praise God, thank God and ask your heart’s desires of someone who you know loves you. It is 

an oasis in your day when you can get rid of the trash of sin and be comforted with God’s peace.  

Does that mean we should never pray in public? No, we pray in worship together and there are special 

promises that where two or three pray together, God is in their midst. It means that public prayers are 

to give glory to God and not to the speaker.  

Prayer is a gift of God for it is our chance to come into the throne room of heaven pushing all the troubles 

of the world into God’s hands and receiving his love and peace in their place. No wonder Jesus often 

went to lonely places to pray and here encourages us to have that quiet time with God as well.  

 

D Do extra words give prayer power v.7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for 

they think they will be heard because of their many words. 

It has been a problem in the church from the beginning that we want to use flowery words that no one 

understands or speak ten Hail Mary’s as if the extra words give power to what we are saying or 

asking. God is not impressed. He wants you to just speak from your heart. He wants your words.  

Talk to God as a friend. He has invited you to speak throughout the Bible. Use the same words that you 

would speak to a friend. If you can tell Bob or Linda about a joy in your life, you can tell God about it 

and thank Him. If you have problems, tell Him and ask for help.  

Still can’t wrap your mind around it? Let me give you a trick that I once read about. When you sit down 

to pray, put a chair across from you and talk to the chair as if you were talking to a friend. Let Jesus sit 

in the chair and hear you, in your own words, speak your peace.  

What you will find when you speak your heart is that you will build a relationship with God. Prayer is a 

time to touch God’s heart and feel the depth of His love for you. If you speak in simple, but heart 

filled words, you will find that you will know God better over your lifetime. He will become real in a 

way that you never imagined.  

 

Why worship 

Worship has its rewards v. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 

Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

Worship has its rewards and the biggest reward is a personal relationship with God. Just as there are 

rewards from having a special relationship with the guy who fixes your car or who does your banking, 

there are blessings from personally knowing God.  

Those who are regular in worship and prayer are more likely to receive help from God because they are 

comfortable in asking and are filled with His values. They will have the courage to ask for and to 

receive the big miracles in life. They will experience God’s provision and protection.  

They will find the answers and help that they need to deal with the problems of life. They will find God’s 

peace as they come Sunday after Sunday to worship so that life will not overwhelm them as often as it 

does many others.  

They will also find that their children, their friendships and their life path will all improve because they 

are connected to the Lord in worship, bible study and prayer. Having God as such an important part of 

life will give them an advantage in life that no one can take away.  

 

 



Worship changes your life path 

I learned a lot from my Father and mother about worship. My Dad doesn’t go many places at age 86, but 

church is something he really doesn’t like to miss. He drives my mother crazy because he wants to be 

in church half an hour early, but I think it is a place of peace for him in a world out of his control.  

He brought all four of his children up to be active in church and now has grandchildren who are active as 

well. He taught us all to have daily devotions, be weekly in church, and go to Sunday school. Habits 

that were just as important on vacation as when we were home. He didn’t let us miss church.  

The result is a life lived well and a family that is strong and close. When we gather together, the family 

works together and truly enjoys each other. We all still respect our parents and would gladly make 

sacrifices for them. God is present when we are together and God has blessed us more than I can 

share.  

Worship gives glory to God and not to us. Jesus wants us to see that it builds our relationship with God 

and that is shows others how great God is. Yet, we benefit as well. God offers himself to us in 

worship. He wants to be our friend and to change our life. It is something we should do for God and 

for ourselves.  
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