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Big idea: Evil had to perish so that good could survive 

 

They cut off his leg to save his life 

185,000 people have a limb amputated each year. Bill was one of them. He had a cut on his foot and it 

became gangrene because he didn’t take care of it. It was either the foot had to go or the infection 

would spread through his whole body. There was no other choice.  

2.1 million people have lost limbs in the United States alone and that number is climbing. We feel for 

those who hobble around on crutches or who have prosthetic arms. The reasons vary, but often it is 

just the fact that you have to lose the limb to save the body.  

In a way, the flood was such an operation. Mankind had become evil and God had to cleanse the earth 

with a worldwide flood so that only godly people remained. It was a tragic thing to do just as cutting 

off a limb is today. The text talks about how it grieved God at what man had become.  

As we begin our study of the flood, I want us to begin with the concept that the flood was an act of 

salvation for the race of humans. It was God destroying evil so that good might survive. It was God 

protecting His promise to send a savior by protecting the one family the savior would come from.  

 

Sin’s illness spread 

A. Compromise spread sin across the world. v.2 The sons of God saw that the daughters of men were 

beautiful, and they married any of them they chose. 

One of Satan’s most successful devices is a compromise. The sons of Seth who believed in God married 

the sons of Cain who were evil and faith was compromised. The godly married the ungodly and soon 

everyone was ungodly. Everyone was following their own desires and forgetting God.  

Sin spread as family by family was compromised. The evil ways of Cain took people away from Godly 

living and from the worship of the Lord. It was like a virus that spread until fewer and fewer couples 

worshipped the Lord. Instead, they became like the world.  

It is one of the strongest ways that Satan destroys the church today. It used to be that Christian children 

married other Christians and the family worshipped together. Now we marry with no regard to faith 

and soon the non-Christian has dragged the Christian from their faith.  

We compromise our faith because we find a great job that makes us work on Sundays or a great boyfriend 

who doesn’t know the Lord. We think we can work it out and that God understands. Soon our faith 

begins to fade and we become more and more like the world around us.  

 

B. The effect of sin was total v.5 The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, 

and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.  

Soon there was very little good in mankind. No aspect of mankind was not corrupted by sin. Lamech, one 

of Cain’s descendants boasts about how he has killed two people. There is no remorse for his sin, just 

mocking of God and daring God to do anything to punish him.  

The heart of man did not point to God, it thought of only of self and of ways to get ahead of others. The 

thoughts were evil all the time with no desire to show kindness to one’s fellow men or women. It 

would have been like the darkest part of one of our cities where crime raged and people were 

trampled.  

Sadly, such days come to the world today when people forget God. Jesus said in Matthew 24:37, “as the 

days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be” As man forgets God, he becomes 

like a vicious animal. His own needs and desires are all that concerns him. Others don’t matter.  

Sin’s control can be total. People have no conscience and no love. Their world becomes wrapped totally 

in themselves. We have seen it in the dark ages of the past and we will see it again. God has had to 

save mankind from himself on multiple occasions by bringing punishment on evil nations and people.  



 

Grace and new life 

C. An opening for grace v.9 This is the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among 

the people of his time, and he walked with God. 

One family provided an opening for grace. Noah was the direct descendant of Enoch and Methuselah. 

Enoch is described as walking with God and Methuselah is the oldest human mentioned in the Bible. 

Others had forgotten God, but one family believed and that gave God a chance to begin again.  

Noah is described as righteous. That doesn’t mean that he was sinless. It means that he walked with God 

and that he believed in God.  He would be a man who would listen to and follow God’s plan.  

With every believing family, there is an opening for grace. A Christian family lives out their faith and it 

can impact those around them. Others hear them talk about their loving God in ways that are different 

from the world. They see their lives and the blessings of God in their lives and it makes an impression.  

Our world may be falling apart morally but every Christian can change their peace of it. If they live out 

their faith they become leaven in their world. If they compromise their faith, evil will flourish as it did 

in the days of Noah. There is an opening for grace when God’s people live out His love and character.  

 

D. God reached out to save mankind v.18 But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter 

the ark--you and your sons and your wife and your sons' wives with you. 

How frightening it must have been to be the only godly people in the world. You follow God’s will and 

spend years building an ark on dry land only to be ridiculed for your faith. There must have been 

times that Noah and his sons just wanted to give up.  

No wonder God gives them a promise before they begin building the ark. The flood is coming, but they 

will live. The world is evil, but God will protect them and give them the help that they need to do His 

will. They are not alone. Through them, God will save His world.  

Sometimes, the church just wants to give up. The world is less godly then just a few decades ago. The 

threat is that legislation will promote ungodliness or make it a crime to speak our faith. We wonder if 

we will survive. We wonder how small the church will get before things get better.  

God still promises to be with us. Jesus says in Matt. 28 “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of 

the age.” Evil is coming, but God will be with us to provide for us and protect us. The world may 

change, but our God will reach out to save His people and through them, He will save the world.  

 

You can be inside the ark or outside 

There is hope when you believe v.18 But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the 

ark--you and your sons and your wife and your sons' wives with you. 

It all came down to faith. This is the first time that the word covenant occurs in the Bible. Notice that this 

covenant has no if’s to it. It is an unconditional promise of God. God had a plan and all the fears for 

the future evaporated as Noah and his family believed what God said.  

It is still a matter of faith for the church and for its members. God has multiple promises in scripture of 

help and protection. God has shown in miracles through the pages of scripture that He is well up to the 

task of combatting evil in our world. We just have to believe.  

We need to trust God when He needs to operate in this world and cut down evil whether it is Adolf Hitler 

or part of our culture that is calling sin acceptable. We can’t judge God and be upset that He has to 

destroy sin in order to protect the good of His creation.  

It is all about placing ourselves in His hands and trusting that He will protect the church. Those who 

promote sin will not prosper. Those who want to legislate against the church may have short success 

but will lose in the end. Trust God and get in the ark confident that He will save the world.  

 

 

 

 



There is hope when you obey v.22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him 

Noah trusted God enough to obey. You never hear Noah complaining about the task. He just obeyed and 

built a ship 450 feet long on dry land. I can hear the ridicule of the people around him and imagine the 

challenges of getting the logs and the tar. It would have taken years to build the ark.  

He just kept going and I am sure the Lord kept providing. The ark got finished and the time came and so 

Noah and his family and the animals got into the ark and the rains came. God’s plan of redeeming His 

world was complete. Hope was fulfilled as Noah obeyed.  

The problem with the church today is that we are not so good at obeying. We have lots of instructions in 

the bible about what it means to be Godly people. If we obey, God is with His people and they thrive. 

If we compromise or grumble at God’s word, we often find that things don’t go well.  

God still wants to save His world and the opening for grace comes with each family of the church. As 

they live out their faith and as they talk about the love and power of their God with others, they will 

impact a few for the Lord. They will beat back the evil in the world by expanding the good.  

God sent Jesus to save mankind from sin. It is our task to believe and obey so that we impact our families 

and help them believe. It is our task to share our Savior with others in our community so that they get 

in the ark. We need to get as many into the ark of faith as we can before the end comes and the door is 

shut.  
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