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Big idea: Proclaim Jesus and touch some of the hearts.  

 

Wealthy, but poor in Spirit 

It was one of the wealthiest cities in Greece with a population of over 200,000 people in Paul’s day. It sat 

on trade routes and had a good harbor. It had its own government and could make its own coins. It 

was urban and Greek and like some of the cities in the book of Revelation, it was poor in spirit.  

In this short section, we will see a city that ends up divided. The gospel message creates an amazing 

revival for some and violent reaction for others. Some hearts are opened to the gospel so that this 

becomes a strong church and others make sure that Paul never visits here again.  

America has much in common with Thessalonica. We are wealthy compared to the world with a strong 

economy and great resources. Yet, we are a nation with great poverty and sagging morals. We are a 

nation that has lost its values of hard work and responsibility.  

We are also a nation divided. We are divided politically, divided in religion, and divided in our vision of 

what the nation should be. We need King Jesus as much as the people of Thessalonica did. We need to 

follow Paul’s example and the example of the people of Thessalonica.  

 

Hearts were opened 

A. Paul did what it took to witness v.3 explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise 

from the dead. "This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ," he said. 

Paul was all about Jesus. Paul used three means to bring the message of Christ. He began by discussing 

Christ. He introduced Jesus and discussed what Christ’s life was like. He knew that these were a 

people who did not know Jesus at all. He then began to open up the stories so they could understand.  

Finally, he used proofs from the Old Testament for the Jews and from life for the gentiles showing them 

what Jesus could do in their lives. He proclaimed Jesus to everyone he could speak to. Nothing else 

really mattered. Christ was what these people needed. Christ would change their lives.  

So when was the last time you talked about Jesus to anyone outside this church? We will argue about 

everything else and post on Facebook a recipe or pictures of where we have been. Why don’t you talk 

about what Jesus is doing in your life? Why don’t share an insight from the sermon or the bible class?  

America needs Jesus more than ever before and the church is silent. We are silent to our family who we 

love and who Jesus could be a blessing to. We are silent to our friends who Jesus could give hope and 

that peace that is beyond understanding. If we don’t talk, they will never know and life will never 

change.  

 

B. Paul met a need of the heart v.4 4  Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as 

did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women. 

As a result of a few weeks ministry, Paul saw a large number of people come to faith. Billy Graham never 

had a revival like this. There were some Jews, a large number of gentiles and even some leading 

women of the city. All of them had their hearts touched by the gospel.  

Think of the revival that the city was having as all these people began to talk about Jesus with each other 

and with the people that they knew. Jesus was the talk of the town and these people were actively 

participating in the further instruction and in acts of Christian service around town.  

The church in America is declining because we are not talking about Jesus anymore. Think of how you 

could change your life if you shared. What would it be like to be in a Christian family where the 

majority of your family are in church each week and in the Bible each day?  

What character would permeate the family or the friendships? What would it be like to be in a family 

where everyone makes sacrifices of service for each other and where there is genuine love and 

kindness whenever they meet? It can happen if people shared Christ in their family. Life could be so 

much better if Christ was present in your family and friends.  



 

Hearts were closed 

C. Jealousy shut hearts to the message v.5 But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad 

characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. 

Such revival scares some. The Jews were jealous that people were leaving their synagog or expecting 

Jesus to be welcome there. The status quo had been upset and donations and people were leaving their 

churches. Something had to be done to gain power back. Something had to stop this Jesus.  

So they hatched an evil plan. Round up the rabble and start a riot. Smear the new Christian church and 

make them look like they were evil so that they could be forced out of town or maybe even killed. 

Their hearts were shut to the gospel and they wanted to make sure that others couldn’t be saved.  

Our society has people opposed to the message of the gospel. They smear churches and ministries. They 

sue colleges and schools that provide space for Christian groups and bible studies. They create TV 

shows showing Jesus was married or that make evil lifestyles normal and acceptable.  

Our temptation is to let these groups silence us. We fear to talk with our neighbors when our opinion goes 

against the culture. We shut our mouths to everyone when a few have their hearts shut to the gospel. 

In the process, our nation and communities have declined in values and in our way of life.   

 

D. Hearts closed don’t want a king v.7 They are all defying Caesar's decrees, saying that there is 

another king, one called Jesus." 

The argument that is made reminds us of the arguments at Jesus’ trial before Pilate. Stop Jesus because 

He is trying to be a king like Caesar. It is false and presents the good of Jesus in the worst light so that 

others are afraid and the government will clamp down on the Christians.  

At its heart is the fact that these Jews and their rabble don’t want to let Jesus be their king. They don’t 

want to have to follow Jesus’ way of love and sacrifice. They don’t want to care about others but want 

power and prestige for themselves.  

Christianity is smeared as being narrow-minded by those who will not listen to any arguments but their 

own. Christianity is said to be unloving despite the millions of dollars and countless hours churches 

give for the poor, the people hurt by hurricanes, and the people struggling with life problems.  

It is still about people who don’t want to let Jesus be their king. They don’t want to follow His morals 

even though life is destroying them. They don’t want to show kindness to others but expect everyone 

to meet their needs. They are selfish and don’t want Jesus to come and change their lives.  

 

The power of a heart 

The power of a closed heart v.6 they dragged Jason and some other brothers before the city officials, 

shouting: "These men who have caused trouble all over the world have now come here, 

The result of their actions was not pretty. They dragged some of the Christian leaders into the city center 

and had them put on trial. They trumped up charges and had them post bail promising that Paul and 

Silas would leave the city and never come back.  

At first, it seems like evil had won. Nowhere in scripture does it specifically say that Paul came back to 

this city as he did to the Galatians or Ephesians. Yet the church prospered. He wrote them two letters 

to encourage them and to grow this church. God would thrive in the midst of the persecution.  

At times it seems like evil is winning in our society. Churches are closing and shrinking. Politics and our 

culture has become power hungry and self-serving. Marriages don’t last and children are struggling 

without the safety net of the family that we took for granted decades ago.  

Yet the church can prosper if the people keep talking about Jesus. Look through the gospels and see how 

the word of God forced Satan to leave. Look at the book of Acts and see how many people were 

changed because one person witnessed in love to the Jesus who died for us all.  

 



The power of hearts open to the Lord 1 Thes. 1:8 The Lord's message rang out from you not only in 

Macedonia and Achaia--your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need 

to say anything about it, 

There is power when hearts are opened to the Lord.  Paul will write a letter to the Thessalonians from 

Corinth later on this journey. Already, their faith has become known everywhere across both northern 

and southern Greece. They could not keep quiet about Jesus.  

70 to 80 percent of a church’s growth is the result of members witnessing to family and friends. 

Community events and visiting new families in the community are nice but they pale beside our 

witness to people we know. When your hearts are open, those who know you see it.  

Satan threw his worst at the church in Thessalonica, but it thrived because their hearts were open and they 

kept talking about what Jesus was doing in their lives. The church today will grow and thrive when 

people talk about their Jesus. The nation will change as Jesus takes over selfish and wounded hearts.  

Realize that Satan is afraid of the gospel. A Church proclaiming that gospel will keep inflicting damage 

on evil. A church that keeps silent will find Satan destroying their communities and the people that 

they love. You have the power to change and help people you love if you will but use it.  
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