
 

Ordinary work, an extraordinary God 
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September 2, 2018 – Pent 15 

Big idea: Do the ordinary so God can do the extraordinary 

 

Preparing for a trip 

Oh no, turn back, we forgot something! Those are not words that you want to hear as you start a trip. You 

have worked hard to take care of packing the suitcases or perhaps the car. You have made lists and 

tried to think of everything, but there is often one thing left unprepared.  

Preparing for a two-week vacation is one thing. How do you prepare for a journey on a 450-foot ark? 

Once the rains come, there is no turning back. You have to have everything that you need in the ark 

for yourself and all the animals. You have to have everything that you will need when the flood is 

over.  

The one thing that I see Noah doing that I often do forget is to trust the Lord. Noah does the ordinary 

things and trusts God to do the extraordinary. God is in charge through the whole process. Noah does 

simple tasks like gathering food or building rooms. He trusts God to do the big things.  

Feelings of apprehension are normal in a church. We wonder if we will have what we need for the task. 

Often we are counting on ourselves and forgetting about God. As we look at Noah, we can learn a lot 

about obeying God and letting Him do what we cannot do.   

 

God prepares his people 

A. It will be OK v.1 The LORD then said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and your whole family, because 

I have found you righteous in this generation. 

There had to be jitterbugs in the stomach for Noah. The ark was built to God’s specifications – now what? 

He knew that the flood was coming, but as you are building the second deck up to the third deck, that 

day seems like it will be a ways away. Now the time had come.  

God comes to Noah and tells him that it will be OK. You and your family are to go into the ark. I have 

found you righteous. You have believed in me Noah and obeyed. You have done all the things that I 

asked of you, and I will take care of the rest. You and your family will survive.  

When you have done the things that the Lord has called you to do in life, there comes a time to just trust 

that God will do the rest. You are in the word, and you are in worship. You are going to your job and 

caring for your family. You have character as a Christian, and you are loving to others.  

Challenges will come. You could have cancer or a heart attack in the next year. The sewer backs up, or 

the car breaks down. A lot of things are bigger than you can handle. Do the little things, the ordinary 

things to build a close relationship with God and He will do the rest.  

 

B. Take time to be ready v. 4 Seven days from now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty 

nights, and I will wipe from the face of the earth every living creature I have made." 

Seven days before the flood, God comes to Noah and tells him to get ready. There must have been food to 

gather and clothing and tools to pack. There was the final checklist to make sure that every seam to 

the ark had been coated with tar and that the ark was ready when God sent the animals.  

Noah had to do the little things. He had to prepare all the things that the Lord had put in his charge. Seven 

days and the flood would come. He had enough time from the Lord, but it would be a busy time 

taking care of all the little things instead of expecting God to snap His fingers and make it happen.  

The Erlanger event is in less than two weeks. The picnic is only two weeks away. We want to use those 

events to connect with the community and with each other. We are expecting God to do great things 

through those events. Have we done the little things? Do we have the food, the signs, and the toys?  



God will do the extraordinary, but He expects us to do the ordinary things. He works through His people 

and seldom lets them sit on pillows, and it all happens. The people of Israel had to collect the manna, 

and we have to collect the things that we need so God can do extraordinary things through us.  

 

C. I will keep you safe v. 16 Then the LORD shut him in. 

At the end of the week of preparation, God shut Noah and his family in. He shut them in so that they 

knew that the door would not leak. He shut them in so that they were not tempted to leave the door 

open hoping that a family member or a friend might jump in the ark when the water was at their 

knees.  

It was time to cut ties with the world. That would be so hard to do, and so God did it for them. There 

would be no guilt at the ones that they left behind. There would be no danger of the door being open 

too long and water getting into the ark. God kept them safe as the judgment was His alone.  

God will keep the door of salvation open as long as possible in our world, but when it is shut, it is shut. 

He wants all men to have the salvation that we have in Jesus Christ, but there are some who will not 

repent and come to the Lord. There are some that will remain outside.  

The only thing that they want with that is to keep you from having salvation. That is why the Lord shuts 

the door sometimes. He does so to protect His people and keep them safe. He judges so that we don’t 

have to feel guilty. We mourn when people die without faith, but if we have shared the gospel, we 

have done what we could.  

 

D. The long journey begins v. 17 For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters 

increased they lifted the ark high above the earth. 

Then the rain began, and the ark shifted as the waters lifted it up. They could hear the rain pelting the 

outside of the boat, but they and the animals were safe inside. Forty days they listened to the rain and 

did their chores confident that the Lord was with them and that they were safe in His hands. 

Then the rain stopped. The journey was not over. It would be over a year before the ark rested on the 

mountain and there was dry land. Through it all, the family would wait patiently and do the little 

things like cleaning stalls and having prayers. God had it all in His hands.  

We want things quickly. 40 days seems like a long time to wait. A year or more seems like an eternity. 

We have to believe that God is working His miracles. We have to trust that God is taking care of 

everything that is needed and that the task will be done at the proper time.  

What do we do? We do the ordinary things. We come to worship each Sunday. We do our best at our job 

and care for our family. We do things that don’t seem very special at all, but we do them trusting God 

and caring for others. The journey may be long, but we continue to serve, and we trust God in 

everything.   

 

Faith and obedience 

God takes care of the details – trust Him v.7 And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives 

entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 

There must have been a hundred questions that crossed Noah’s mind. How would he gather all those 

animals? Where would he find the food for them? How long will we be in the ark and what will the 

world be like when the flood is over? 

It is amazing that in the text, he never asks any of those questions. He listens to what the Lord expects 

him to do, and he trusts the Lord with the rest of the details. God will bring the animals. God will feed 

them and care for my family. God will care for us in the ark and when the flood is over.  

Noah’s great strength was that he trusted and obeyed. God expects nothing less of us. He wants us to 

believe Him when we have all kinds of unanswered questions about the future. He wants us to trust 

that He will take care of the big things that we can’t handle and can’t change.  



The world out there is too big for us to manage. It takes an extraordinary God, and we have such a God in 

our Lord. He saved us from sin on a cross, and He can handle all the details of life. We have to trust 

Him and let Him work out the specifics. Believe that God can do it.  

 

 

 

We do the ordinary so God can do the extraordinary v. 5 And Noah did all that the LORD commanded 

him. 

If I learned anything from this text, it is that Noah does the ordinary things and trusts God to do the 

extraordinary. He doesn’t sit back on pillows and expect God to feed him or the animals. He gathers 

the food, feeds the animals and cleans the stalls. 

We worry about details that we have no control over and forget to do the everyday things of the Christian 

life. We expect God to do it all and make it easy for us when God wants to work through us and let 

extraordinary things happen through the ordinary things of our lives.  

Like Noah, I need to have faith and obedience. I need to trust him to do the great things that I cannot do. I 

need to let Him do the miracles. That happens best when I obey my Lord and do the ordinary things of 

the Christian life like worship Him and care for others.  

God saved humanity through Noah. God was able to do wonderful things because this man believed in his 

God and obeyed Him. God can do great things through us if we are willing to believe and to obey so 

much that we live each day doing the boring things of the Christian life.  
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