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Big idea: If you are successful, there will be opposition 

 

Two steps forward and one step back 

Ministry often seems like a dance. Two steps forward and one back. We whirl round and round the room 

like a couple doing the waltz and end up back at the same place we started. Are we really getting 

anywhere and does it really matter. Often times, churches and even pastors begin to wonder.  

Why can’t we be more like St. Paul in the bible? Give us grand tours that will bring the message of 

salvation to kings and countries. Let us do and see miracles that will convince the world that you are 

God and that they should all come to church and give generously of their time and resources.  

Oddly, Paul’s ministry was more like that dance than like the powerful church that we often imagine the 

early church to be. Paul danced forward and back, but unlike us, he did not give up. He made progress 

but often had to keep pushing forward to make any progress at all.  

Remember that this is the area of the Galatians where Paul complains that they have given up the gospel. 

Realize also that you would be hard-pressed to find a Christian church in this region today. When you 

are ready to give up, just look at Paul and learn why the dance is important.  

 

The ups and downs of ministry 

A. A great number believed v. 1 At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish 

synagogue. There they spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Gentiles believed. 

Again, Paul and Barnabas are asked to speak at the synagogue and God’s power is unleashed. What had 

happened in Antioch was no fluke. The message of the death and resurrection of Jesus changed hearts. 

The text tells us that a great number of Jews and Gentiles believed.  

You can just feel the buzz around the town. Without radio or television, the word was passed from person 

to person to come and hear this message about Jesus. The Messiah had come. This God was different 

than the Roman and Greek gods. He cared about people. Come and hear of this God of love.  

When the church speaks out about Jesus, it changes people. Such reactions are still possible. People need 

to know that there is a God who loves them. People need to know that there is a God who forgives 

their guilt and will help them overcome the brokenness in life.  

Yes, we have to overcome decades of church messages that people are all going to hell and a culture that 

has become anti-Christian. The truth is that many are searching for answers and we have them in 

Christ. We just have to be willing to share how God has loved and helped us and will help them.  

 

B. Jews stir up the opposition to Paul v. 2 But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up the Gentiles 

and poisoned their minds against the brothers. 

When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with envy. Jesus did not fit in with their ideals. Jesus was 

stealing good Jewish people from their churches. They began a smear campaign against Paul and 

Barnabas. They contradicted their message about Jesus.  

Satan did not want this town to be focused on Jesus. He had control of the hearts of this town and was not 

ready to give it up so quickly. He used the Jewish leaders and their sense of loss of power and prestige 

to attack Paul and Barnabas. The message about Jesus must be quieted.  

It was a battle between good and evil. We often forget that is what the church is really involved in. Satan 

has the hearts of many and is destroying the lives of a large part of the people in our culture. We think 

that he will just give in easily. Say a few prayers with good intentions and he will roll over and die.  

The opposite is true. He is powerful and will not go down without a fight. Christians will face his wrath 

and it will be uncomfortable. That is why so many churches and Christians are silent. It is easier to go 

under the radar. Let others feel his wrath and anger.  

 



C. Paul speaks even more v. 3a So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking boldly 

for the Lord, 

Paul doesn’t give in. He begins a counterattack. The persecution seems to have been at least part of the 

reason that Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time here. They were making progress and 

threatening Satan and so they stayed so that they could make it even tougher for Satan.  

Paul saw that he was making inroads in the lives of people and he was not going to give up. He knew the 

power of the gospel and that it can defeat Satan. Thus there were no excuses and no letting up. Paul 

was willing to grapple for every soul in Iconium and save everyone that he could.  

When attacked or when things don’t go as well or easily as they should, I know that I often get quiet and 

give up. Trouble is that Satan has won when I do that. I figure that opposition means that I need a 

better way to do my ministry. Sometimes opposition means that you are hitting home and succeeding.  

God would have us to keep talking about the gospel. Don’t be mean like others. Don’t let others keep you 

silent about your faith. Keep talking about the wonderful things that Jesus is doing for you. The world 

around us desperately needs to hear and you are going to have to grapple for the souls of people.  

 

D. God confirms their ministry with miracles v. 3b the Lord, who confirmed the message of his grace 

by enabling them to do miraculous signs and wonders. 

In a world filled with skepticism, God gives the disciples a wonderful tool. He confirms the message with 

miracles and wonders. While faith can’t be based on miracles, it is often bolstered by miracles. People 

see through the miracles that the message comes from God.  

It was God’s exclamation point to the message that Paul was proclaiming. It should have silenced the 

Jews because they were seeing the power of God. It may have caught the attention of the Gentiles who 

were ready to believe in a God who flexed his muscle and showed his power.  

God still gives miracles. He sends 40 people to come and worship with us on one Sunday. He organizes 

our people so that they feed dozens of hungry people in Cincinnati. He sends a visitor who He is 

preparing to lead the church, teach a bible study class, or manage a garden.  

When God’s people are doing ministry in his name, he sends signs and wonders to encourage them and to 

grab the attention of the world around them. God puts the exclamation mark in our ministry for He 

wants our ministry to change lives and heal broken hearts.  

 

What did you expect? v.5 There was a plot afoot among the Gentiles and Jews, together with their 

leaders, to mistreat them and stone them. 

The result was division and a plan to mistreat them. It was becoming a pattern for Paul. In Antioch, they 

expel them, here they plan to stone them, and in Lystra next week they will stone Paul and leave him 

for dead. His Galatian tour is a rousing success – at least in God’s eyes.  

He may have been abused, but he left people behind in each town who were brought to faith in Jesus. His 

success is in the hundreds and thousands of people exposed to the gospel and who came to know Jesus 

as their savior. He tore those people out of Satan’s grasp and paid the price for it.  

We can’t measure success in the ease of our ministry, but whether we have brought people closer to the 

Lord. Did we share the gospel? Did we see the Holy Spirit at work changing lives? Did we help 

broken people to turn to the Lord for His mercy? If so we were a success.  

Doesn’t mean that it will be easy. It was not easy for Paul and it wasn’t easy for others. Yet, they 

continued because they wanted to see souls won for Jesus. They knew what it was first hand to go 

from darkness into the light of Jesus. Having been a Christian all my life I don’t know what people are 

up against in the darkness. Paul did.    

 

 

 

 

 



God gets the glory v.7 where they continued to preach the good news. 

Paul kept on going. His work was not in vain. Stop and think about what his ministry would have been 

like if he had stopped here. We would barely know about Paul. We praise the Lord for the efforts that 

he had over a thirty-year ministry that stretched from Antioch in Syria all the way to Spain.  

Yes, his ministry was often two steps forward and one back, but that will let you make progress if you 

have the patience to keep going. The reason that we often don’t make progress is that we are so afraid 

of the step back that we never keep taking the two steps forward.  

We also are looking to ourselves instead of giving glory to the Lord. Paul wasn’t worried about his own 

progress. He was concerned if people were coming to know Jesus and the salvation of the cross. In a 

town that had not known Jesus, now some were willing to fight for Jesus. That was wonderful.  

What would America look like if Christians were not so quiet, but were willing to speak the gospel and 

change their world? Yes, there would be divisions, but there would be so many more people who 

know the comfort of Jesus and live in his peace and not the brokenness that plagues so many in 

America.  
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