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Big idea: Jesus is the answer to all our questions 

 

Like Athens, America doesn’t know God anymore v.23 I even found an altar with this inscription: TO 

AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. 

It was a city past its prime. 400 years have passed since the golden age of Athens. It is no longer the 

political center of Greece, but it still is a city of beautiful art and is filled with philosophers. It is also 

filled with altars for over 30,000 gods including one called the unknown god.  

It was a city of superstition more than religion. With so many gods, no one felt any certainty or 

confidence in any of them. Many worshipped gods out of fear. Others seemed to worship out of a 

sense of needing something greater than themselves. It broke Paul’s heart to see how they struggled.  

Every morning I hear the cry on the morning looking for heroes. We search for someone who risked their 

lives to save people in a car accident. We look for a sports hero or movie star who is succeeding. We 

look for a new piece of technology showing that man can conquer his struggles.  

Yet, the heroes fall one by one. The movie star has an affair. The technology has bugs. The hero is all too 

mortal. Questions go unanswered for people as altars are lifted up and knocked down each day. Like 

Paul, we need to realize that these people don’t know Jesus and need answers to basic questions.  

 

What do people need to know about God 

A. Creator – Where did I come from? V. 24 "The God who made the world and everything in it is the 

Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. 

The first question is where did I come from? The Greeks had answered that the gods had made man with a 

series of stories about Zeus and his clan. Yet, there was no love in those stories. Men were pawns 

without real purpose or any direction in life. It was depressing and empty.  

Evolution tries to answer that question. You came from monkeys who came from fish who came from the 

big bang. That too feels empty. We are supposed to be evolving and getting better but it feels like 

mankind is getting worse. Evolution makes me feel like an accident with no direction for the future.  

Paul’s answer is to look at God as creator. As we look at the first chapters of the Bible, we find that we 

were wanted. We find that the Almighty God made us perfectly and created a world that was perfectly 

suited for us. It gives us a sense of value and a sense of purpose.  

I am here because God wanted me and loves me. He cares about me, not just my species. People today 

need to know that they are important to God. They need to see their value in the creation and in God. 

They are not an accident or an unimportant speck in the world. God loves them.   

 

B. Provider – Where can I turn for help? V.25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed 

anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. 

Greeks turned to the gods for help but felt a need to bargain with the gods who were apathetic and far 

away. If you served the gods, maybe they would look kindly on you and serve you as well. If not, you 

were destined for failure because the gods turned against you in life.  

God doesn’t need anything from us. We need everything from Him. Life is too big for us most of the 

time. Health issues, relationship problems, and a broken car just are greater than we can deal with. 

Where do we go and what do we have to do to get help.  

Paul helps them see that God is our provider. He gives us all that we need as our creator and helps our 

particular needs if we bring them to Him in prayer. Our God wants to help us for we are His children. 

He doesn’t do it because we force Him to or bargain well. He does it because He loves us.  

In a world full of problems, we would be wise to build a relationship through bible study and prayer with 

our God so that we can feel confident to call on Him in any kind of trouble or need. We will find that 

He will give us the direction we need in the Bible and the answers we need in prayer.  



 

C. Lord – Who is really in charge? V.26 From one man he made every nation of men, that they should 

inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they 

should live. 

Ancient life was violent with wars being a constant and politics was a constant fight with each faction 

wanting to gain the upper hand and the average person trampled over in the middle. Greeks felt they 

were special, but life was out of control.  

Our world right now seems unhinged as well. Politicians both in America and through the world seem 

incapable of handling our problems and terrorism is just a step away as people see no answers but to 

inflict pain on others. The world seems to be spinning out of control. Can anyone make things better?  

Paul’s answer is that God is in charge. He created the world and will run it over the interference of men. 

He is the one that puts governments in place and takes them out just as we see again and again in 

scripture. He is the one who helps the earth restore after fires and hurricanes as well.  

We just have to wait for His time and His method. We want answers to problems now and God waits for 

the time when the pieces are all in place and bring the greatest benefit to all men. God is not far away 

but is actively involved in the lives of all men and women. We can trust Him and ask His help.  

 

D. Savior – Who will rescue me? v.31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by 

the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead." 

Here is where Paul met the toughest opposition in Athens. Many did not think that they needed to be 

rescued from any kind of judgment or trouble. Others despaired that the gods would ever help them 

for their lives were falling apart with no hope of rescue.  

There are still many who don’t think that they need help. They are confident of their own abilities. Others 

think that no God would want to help them. Both groups reject the concept of an invisible God who 

cares about the people on this earth. They refuse to believe what they cannot see.  

Paul points to the cross and the resurrection. It is the great miracle of the bible and the source of our 

salvation in Christ. All mankind will be judged, but God has provided a way of salvation in Jesus 

Christ. He died and rose so that when we die we will rise to new life.  

He will also rescue us in this life. He is the one who helps us when troubles seem so harsh. He is the 

savior who has conquered evil and will help us with the evil and the struggles that we face each day. 

We can depend on Him to save us because we cannot save or rescue ourselves.  

 

Paul cared enough to share v. 16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed 

to see that the city was full of idols. 

What struck me about this text was that Paul cared enough to share the message. He came to Athens and 

was waiting for the others to catch up. As he walked around the city, he was distressed about how the 

people were trapped in this pagan culture. They worshipped pieces of stone and didn’t know the true 

God.  

He knew that pointing them to the Old Testament would not work since they didn’t know the Bible and so 

he began with their fears and questions and began to show how God was the answer that they needed. 

He showed them the loving and caring side of God in the midst of their fears.  

We need to care enough to share. People have moved away from God in our culture and so many don’t 

know the simple accounts of the Bible. They don’t know Adam and Eve or the ten commandments. 

Like Paul, we have to start with their questions and show that God has answers.  

“Where did we come from?” shows that God loves us and that we are not an accident. “Where can I go 

for help?” shows that God still cares and will answer prayers. “Who can save me?” is the greatest 

question for it shows the cross. Answer the questions and you touch the heart for Jesus.  

 

 



Kingdoms will pass, the church will remain v. 32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, 

some of them sneered, but others said, "We want to hear you again on this subject." 

Few in Athens accepted the gospel. They were more concerned about their false gods and the 

philosophical debates. They would sneer and they would call Paul a babbler. Today, the Greek 

religions of Paul’s day are all crumbling statues and monuments.  

It is the church that has stood through the ages. Europe was dominated by the Christian faith for centuries. 

Even now, there are still many who believe while the ancient Greek religions are long dead. It is not 

the gospel that was flawed, it was the cold hearts that refused the answers they all needed.  

We get dismayed when people don’t always immediately accept our witness. People don’t always like the 

right answer to their questions. Just know that God has the real answers and that we need to keep 

telling them to people. His answers have power and express the truth.  

Cultures and kingdoms around us will pass as well. Christ and His church will remain and those who hold 

onto the Lord and listen to His answers will find what they need for. 
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