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Big idea: Past troubles should not prevent a present witness 

 

Corinth, a place to fear 

Corinth was a scary place to visit. It was the sensual capital of southern Greece and one of the armpits of 

the whole Roman Empire. Aphrodite had her temple there and every evening 1000 priestesses would 

come down the hill to ply their prostitute trade.  

Think of this as Las Vegas on steroids and yet it was all legal and all encouraged. Satan would have his 

way in this town. It was not the kind of place we would have expected Paul considering the troubles 

of this trip, Yet, there were another 200,000 people here who needed Jesus.  

The seminaries are struggling to find people wanting to be pastors today. Christians are struggling to keep 

the faith. Being a Christian runs counter to our culture. Faith is not politically correct. A lot of people 

look at church as old-fashioned and are even a little rude to us.  

The task of ministry is hard and that scares us. People don’t know the simple Bible stories. Ministry is 

harder as life has gotten busier and more expensive as a church. We need to learn two things from 

Paul. First, past troubles should not prevent present witness. Second, God will always prevail.  

 

The ministry begins in with great success 

New workers come to faith v.2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently 

come from Italy with his wife Priscilla because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. 

Now the ministry starts with great success. Paul always expected the Lord to lead him to people who 

would be receptive in the city. Here he meets a Jew named Aquila and his wife Pricilla. They were 

tentmakers like he was. It gave Paul a living and two great coworkers.  

They were either early Christians from Rome or converts of Paul as they worked together and helped 

support Paul. They would continue to be missionaries in the church who would mentor others like 

Apollos so that the ministry would continue to grow.   

It is never fun to work alone in ministry. One of the great successes in any ministry is when you have 

partners who will work with you. Three doing a task will do the task better than one. One gets tired 

and discouraged. Two or three share ideas and lift each other up.  

Like Paul, we need to seek out coworkers. It may mean doing less but you will usually do it better. When 

it is one person alone, the ministry is always plagued by the limitations of the one person. A team 

helps each other grow and leads to greater success.  

 

Inroads are made among the Jewish leaders v.8 Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household 

believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized. 

Paul’s ministry multiplied. He made inroads among the Jewish community and the Gentiles. During the 

opening weeks of Paul’s ministry, many of the Jews and God-fearers believed and began to see Jesus 

as their Messiah. Even the synagogue leader and his household came to faith.  

When Paul was pushed out of the synagogue, a new place opened up in the house of Titius Justus. Here 

Paul could continue to preach full time supported by the Philippians who had sent him money and 

resources. Ministry was going well and it seemed that a strong church would be built here.  

The church is filled with stories of success in ministry. Bethany has had its successes as well as we see 

new faces here and talk of campfires, men’s group activities and possibly a children’s Christmas 

program. Sometimes we forget all that God is doing here among us.  

It is only the beginning. As God’s people gather around the word and prayer, God opens doors for new 

ministries and opportunities. Paul’s inroads came because he depended on the Lord and used the 

power of the Bible. Our future will be bright as we are in the word as well.  

 



Persecution brings fear followed by God’s comfort 

Persecution: the Jews become abusive v.6 But when the Jews opposed Paul and became abusive, he 

shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, "Your blood be on your own heads! 

Yet, success for Paul brought opposition just as it had done before. The Jewish leaders were not thrilled to 

see people from their church worship Jesus Christ. They did not see this Christian faith as the 

fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. They saw it as a competitor to their beliefs.  

Paul is forced to shake out his garments and start preaching almost exclusively to the Gentiles. He labeled 

a heretic by the very Jews that Paul wanted to save so much. They should have been the base of his 

operation, but they again turned out to be the harshest critics and enemies of the gospel.  

If you are making inroads with your witness to friends and family, there will always be opposition. If the 

church is starting to reach the community, there will be problems that tempt us to back away in fear or 

to think that we are failing.  

Persecution comes when you are successful at beating up on Satan’s kingdom. Sometimes it will be the 

people we are trying to witness to. Other times, it comes as a string of bad luck. We will be tempted to 

pull back and to stop doing the ministry because it got too hard.  

 

Fear: am I destined to beat up again? v. 9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: "Do not be 

afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. 

Based on God’s reply to Paul, I imagine that even Paul had doubts. Let’s be honest. The man has been 

beaten up across Asia Minor and Greece. He has been thrown in jail and thrown out of towns on more 

occasions than he wants to count. Here the pattern seems to be repeating itself.  

God comes to His servant and encourages Him. God reminds Paul that his strength comes from the Lord 

and from the gospel that he is speaking. His task is too important to stop. His ministry needs to 

continue because he is making inroads for God. Don’t let Satan scare you.  

I have been there. Past troubles make us afraid. We want to talk to our friends or family, but we remember 

what happened the last time we spoke out about Jesus. We want to do a ministry in the community, 

but we are sure that no one will volunteer to help us this time.  

We have been burned and we don’t want it to happen again. We hold back until others volunteer. We 

keep our mouth shut until it looks like it will succeed. Bring your fear to the Lord in prayer. Feel His 

arm around you and His power come over you so that you are not afraid. God is bigger than your 

fears.  

 

Comfort: God shares that Paul is not alone v.10 For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and 

harm you, because I have many people in this city. 

What a great God we have in this passage. God doesn’t beat up on Paul for his fear. God comes and 

comforts him. God encourages Paul and helps him overcome the natural fears that he is facing. Paul is 

not alone. God is at Paul’s side and will stay there.  

God promises Paul that He will protect him in this place. He also encourages Paul by telling him that this 

will be a place of a long ministry among many people who the Lord already has in this city. Paul will 

spend a year and a half here. God can see the success even if Paul cannot see it.  

When you pray about your fears and struggles, you can feel God come and put His arm of encouragement 

around you. He promises to be at our side and to protect us. Satan is strong, but our God is always 

stronger. We just have to keep doing the ministry and trusting in the Lord.  

Yes, we will have fears, but faith trumps fear. There are thousands of people around us who need the 

gospel message. I pray that you and I don’t abandon the ministry because we are afraid. Seek out 

others to do the ministry with and know that the Lord will go with you as you serve him.  

 

 



God uses the opposition to bring lasting freedom for the gospel v.15 (Gallio said to the Jews) But 

since it involves questions about words and names and your own law--settle the matter yourselves. I 

will not be a judge of such things." 

Good came out of the opposition as Paul was tried before the proconsul Gallio. The Jews want him to 

declare the gospel as being illegal under Roman law. Up till now, no one had ruled if Christianity was 

a sect of the legal Judaism or an illegal religion contrary to Rome.  

Gallio in refusing to rule on this measure gave a measure of protection to the early Christians and gave 

about a decade where Christians could share their faith without major persecution. God had worked 

what no man could do. Past struggles had brought victory for Christian witness.  

God still works good things out of bad for those who trust him. Satan attacks, but God is always stronger. 

Pray about each opportunity and ask the Lord for help before troubles come. Ask him to use his power 

to help you spread the gospel and care for others.  

Our God wants the ministry to go forward. Trust God and let Him guide you and me through the trials so 

that the gospel can go out to others. When we live by faith with prayer and not in fear, the ministry 

will succeed. The past troubles do not have to stop present ministry. Trust in God and boldly go 

forward.  
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