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Big idea: Why do I need to belong to a church to be a Christian? 

 

Is the Christian faith just a personal thing?  

A lot of people don’t think that they need a weekly church or Bible class. It takes away from the one day 

that they have to sleep in. It means that they have to get up and put on at least clean clothes. Why 

bother. My relationship with God is a personal thing.  

They claim that they can read the bible by themselves at home, but most don’t. They claim that they could 

watch it on television while they sit in their jammies and comfy slippers. They may feel that once a 

month is plenty of church to connect with God, but it isn’t.  

To those who even begin to entertain those ideas, let me assure you that faith was never meant to be done 

alone. As soon as there were more than a handful of people, God created church because faith is about 

others as much as about us. The bible even says, “Faith without works is dead”.  

But based on Paul in this text, I give you a more personal reason to keep coming to church. You will not 

survive well in this world if you don’t surround yourself with other Christians. Only those who help 

others can expect to be helped in life. Going it alone is risky at best. Let’s see why.  

 

Christians bear each other’s burdens 

A Restore the brother v. 1 1  Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore 

him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 

We are to be in church so that we can help others overcome sin. Sometimes it is the new Christian who is 

just learning what it means to be a child of God. They swear. They have a life full of broken 

relationships. These are people that God wants you to mentor and help grow in faith.  

Then there are established Christians who mess up. They get divorced. They have anger issues or issues 

where they think they are better than everyone else. God wants you to gently show them their faults 

and help restore their relationship with Him.  

Yes, that takes a lot of love and courage, but what is the alternative. Just leave the church and find another 

church filled with imperfect people? No, they are part of the body. We want to get them well and 

healthy like fixing a broken leg so that the church can walk again.  

Conversely, you hope that someone will be that honest with you. You could be the one newly divorced 

and desperately need a friend who will walk with you and help you receive God’s forgiveness and 

help with your walk in life. If you don’t help others, who is going to help you?  

 

B Help them carry their burdens v.2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way, you will fulfill the 

law of Christ. 

So what if the burden is not a sin. It could be that someone is losing their parent to cancer or that they are 

really struggling at work. We could ignore those people and act like we just don’t have time to help 

them with their problems. Let them deal with their problems, I have enough problems of my own.  

Yet, Paul tells people again and again that the church is God’s way of caring for those who are struggling. 

We are there to encourage, to serve and to pray for those who have struggled. We are to be God’s 

hands and feet to serve the brother. We can’t do that if we are never here in church.  

We also cannot let others help us with our burdens if we are not here. Sadly, so many people stop coming 

to church when life is not perfect. They are ashamed that they have troubles or they feel like they are 

too busy taking care of their challenges to make time for church.  

Somehow, we need to foster such a caring attitude that this is always the first place that people think to 

come. They know that they will not be judged, after all, it isn’t your fault that your brother has cancer. 

More important, they know that this is a place for prayers, for hugs, and for people who care enough 

to help.  



 

Christians share our blessings 

C Support your church v. 6 Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things 

with his instructor. 

A second reason to be here is to support the ministry that we all need. America has gotten into a terrible 

“me first” condition. College students demanding that they get free tuition. The poor demanding that 

they get more money from the 1%. Everyone thinks that the world owes them.  

The church is not to be like that. We are all to give generously so that the church can help everyone. God 

provides for His church, but He does it through you and me. If the whole church were to give two or 

three percent of their income, the church would double its money immediately.  

If people are not here, they often do not give the funds that we need to do the ministry that others need. 

How can we pay a pastor, have an Easter egg hunt for the community, or even turn on the lights? If 

we receive something valuable from the church, then we ought to support it.  

Here, too, we support the ministry so that we can be ministered to in our need. There is no charge for the 

pastor to come and visit you in the hospital. There is no charge at the door when you come for 

worship. We support the church so that it can meet our needs when we have them.  

 

D Invest in others v.7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 

Paul wants us to think of it all as an investment. He uses the example of planting and reaping. If a person 

plants quality seed liberally in their garden, they have a much better chance of a good crop than 

someone who buys dollar store seed and spreads it thinly on the soil.  

You reap what you sow. If you don’t take time to help others, who will you ask when you need help. Only 

the arrogant demand that the church help them when they haven’t helped others. If you don’t give to 

your church, how will they continue to provide the worship services or help that you need?  

God actually takes our investment a step further. It is amazing how God is able to take a small amount of 

our time or resources and bring great benefits. Think of what Jesus did with five loaves and two fishes 

at the feeding of 5000. Think of what God did with one life when you think of the impact of Paul, 

John or even Martin Luther.  

God will not be mocked by those who demand much and give little. He will amaze us, however, if we 

entrust the little we have with Him for the good of others. God will bring a benefit that will not only 

bless them but bless all the members of the church and bring joy to our lives.  

 

Look at the long-term benefits.  

Be Patient and keep investing in others v.9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper 

time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up  

It must have been discouraging for Paul to have spent two to three years ministering to the people of 

Galatia only to have them give up the gospel as soon as his back was turned. He could have thrown up 

his hands in disgust, but instead, he wrote them and visited them two more times.  

Both the people with the burdens and the church at large may frustrate you at times. Why do I keep 

working with this person? Why do I give my time or money when we just don’t seem to get 

anywhere? It is easy to be weary and just want to give up.  

Remember that when you sow your garden, it takes time. Seeds don’t come up immediately. You have to 

water them and weed them. You watch the immature plants come up and finally you receive a harvest 

of vegetables that is worth the wait.  

God wants us to keep investing and be patient. He wants us to water our work with prayer trusting that He 

will bring a result from the work of our hands. It will probably take longer than we think or want. Yet, 

God can multiply our investment so that miracles can happen in lives and in His church. Be patient 

and let God work.  

 

Alone versus Together 



Dan and John were brothers raised in First Lutheran Church. Dan got mad at a voter’s meeting of the 

church. He thought that they were wasting money and so he left. John was upset and so he talked to 

those in charge and he prayed about it a lot.  

John continued to go to the church and to give generously to the church. He was always busy on Sunday 

talking to others and asking how they were. He organized the men to help Millie with her broken 

porch and faithfully went to see Joseph in the hospital with his cancer.  

After a few years, Dan got cancer. People at church flocked to console John and asked what they could do 

to help. They volunteered to watch his kids so he could see his brother in the hospital and prayed with 

him when things got him down. Dan was mad that no one at his old church came for him.  

The truth is that few knew Dan. He decided to take the journey of life without the church and without God 

and had no one to help when he needed it. John had a church full of people eager to help and he felt 

their love through the whole ordeal. You reap what you sow. God did not mean for us to walk life 

alone.  
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