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Big idea: Beware of those who would lead you astray 

 

Overwhelmed by information – How do I know what is good?  

Fake news has become a term used first by the president and now people on both sides of the aisle. We 

are blasted by information on television, the internet and in casual conversation. Listen to two 

different sources and you have two opinions don’t seem like they can both be true.  

Who do you listen to? Who do you use to guide your life, your health, and your finances? Everything is 

shaded with bias and you often don’t know if the person really knows what they are talking about. I 

long for the days of Walter Cronkite when the news was not so ingrained with opinions.  

Sadly, morals have been tainted as well. Many speakers promote things that you know are contrary to 

scripture. Others talk in that gray area where you are not sure whether it is right or not. How do you 

know what is Godly and what is not? How do you know what will be good for you and what leads you 

astray.  

It was not much different in Jesus’ day. False teachers were all around the people. They proclaimed what 

was good and bad. They told people what was politically correct or not. Jesus has a few words on how 

to know what is good and bad information so that evil doesn’t lead you astray.  

  

Look at their character and conduct 

A. Lifestyle will show you who to listen to v.17 Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad 

tree bears bad fruit. 

It is easier to fake your words than your actions. Jesus spend the whole chapter of Matthew 23 telling 

people about how the actions of the Pharisees and Sadducees don’t match their words. They put on 

shows for people, but don’t care about the salvation of the flock God has given them.  

Paul will later talk about false teachers that speak as if they know Jesus personal, but are arrogant and not 

afraid to slander people and God Himself. He tells the people to look at the lives of these false 

teachers and it will be evident that they do not have God’s values or character.  

It is still important to look at the lives of those who want to tell us what to do. Do they tell people to make 

sacrifices and yet they live in luxury? Do they tell us that they speak the truth and yet they are found 

slandering people and manipulating the situation?  

These are people to avoid no matter whether they are in the media, in the church or among the people at 

your work place. Their advice is mere words and not shown to be true by their actions or their 

character. Find kind and loving people and seek out the wisdom that they have from God.  

 

B. Bad trees will destroy themselves v.19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire. 

The Old Testament is filled with false teachers who either self-destructed or were cut down by the Lord. 

The false prophet Hananiah told the people of Jerusalem that God would never let the city be taken 

(Jer 28). Jeremiah confronted him and Hananiah died within two months.  

We see the same in our world. Those who proclaim falsehood succeed for a time, but soon find their 

worlds fall apart. Their lust for power and wealth become their undoing. People begin to see that their 

words are false and abandon them. Some may even be destroyed by God.  

The people that follow their bad advice on morals and life find their lives falling apart as well. The sexual 

revolution has destroyed families and children by the droves. The selfish-me first attitude that has 

been promoted in our culture is taking down the old and young across America.  

This is why it is so important to look at a person’s lifestyle before you listen to their words. The false 

teachers of the world will bring you down to destruction with them. They send people down paths that 

will cause them nothing but grief even as they proclaim their ideas as the way of glory.  



 

Look if they obey God 

C. Do they do and speak God’s will v.21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 

A second way to judge teachers is if they speak God’s will. Listen to what they say and ask if it is in 

harmony with what you know from scripture. Does the person promote the love of God and care for 

the neighbor or does the person promote your own selfish interests.  

Does what they are saying agree with the Ten Commandments and the teachings of scripture or are they 

proclaiming the ways of the world? It is easy to take the broad path that allows for anything as your 

right. It is harder to take the narrow path of purity and concern for others.  

Listen carefully to some of the religious teachers today that promote a gospel that basically says God is a 

God of love and will give you whatever you want. They never talk of sacrifice or caring for others. 

They see faith as a way to an easy life filled with wealth and happiness. Beware of them.  

Of course, the problem is that many Christians don’t know the Bible well enough to judge the false 

teachers. It will be their undoing because they can’t judge if a person speaks for God. They will judge 

by their feelings and be fooled so that they pay a price for not spending time with God.  

 

D. Those who live contrary to God will not enter heaven v23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never 

knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 

Jesus says plainly that those who do not teach the truth will not enter heaven. Now he is not saying that 

people of other denominations will not be in heaven, but he is focusing on those who deny His cross 

and promote a social gospel or a gospel of wealth.  

Those whose teachings in the church and outside the church that mirror the culture more than the bible are 

in danger of being banned from heaven. They are putting on pious airs to promote their own teaching 

instead of listening to what the Lord has to say and bringing that to people.  

They will be punished for the lives that they have destroyed with their teaching. They will be excluded 

from heaven because their teachings moved so many from salvation into self centered lives that 

glorify self and promote sins. Jesus will punish them in this life and in eternity.  

Just because they have done some good things in life will not outweigh the harm that they have done. It is 

faith and the obedience to God’s will that comes out of faith that is the real indicator of whether 

someone has salvation. Beware of those who teach contrary to the Bible so you do not perish with 

them.  

 

Beware of falsehood and embrace truth 

Safeguard your faith and your future 

Jesus gives you the tools to spot the false prophets in this text. The first is to be in the Bible with other 

Christians. As you study the word together, you will gain from each other and spot falsehood easier. 

Friends keep us from crackpot ideas and guide us into the truth.  

Second, pat attention to the actions of those who want to tell you right and wrong. Look at the lifestyles of 

those who claim to know the truth. How do they treat people and money? Are they kind and generous 

or are they pompous and don’t listen to the opinions of others. Bad behavior shows their true heart.  

Third, what does their religious life look like? Are they people of prayer? Do they worship the Lord 

regularly? Do they quote the scripture to back up what they say? If they don’t have a relationship with 

the Lord, they will find it hard to speak for the Lord.  

Be sure as you judge others that you use condemnation sparingly. It is better just to flee false ideas than to 

attack them. Someone may be sincere, but misguided. Be generous and be sure to speak the truth 

kindly so that God’s truth as you have come to know it may be heard as well.  

 

 

 



Find a true prophet and listen 

With all this talk of false prophets, I plead with you to not close up your ears and wilt away. Find a 

prophet and listen. It might be a Christian author like C.S.Lewis, Timothy Keller, or one of my 

favorites, Warren Wiersbe who pastored in Covington for many years. Let them teach you from their 

relationship with Christ.  

Find a preacher or Bible study leader. There are videos on youtube, Lutheran hour ministries and in the 

Christian bookstores where you can sit and listen to someone who lives out the Christian faith in their 

life and is willing to share their wisdom. By getting to know them, you come to know Christ.  

Find a friend or be part of a bible study group where you find Christ by studying his word together. You 

become part of a group where you have trustworthy Christians and mentors who can help you find the 

truth and avoid ideas and people that will hurt you and destroy your future.  

Life is not supposed to be lived in isolation. As we find reliable mentors and friends, we can walk through 

this era of fake news and fake truth together. The false prophets will be destroyed, but the Christian 

who lives in relationship with God and with others will thrive and influence their world.  
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