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Abraham—God throws Himself all in  

Focus:  Genesis 12-35 

 

If I were to grow a crop, I would plant a whole tray of 

seeds to make sure that I got six or eight good tomato 

plants. I would look for the hardiest and throw out the 

rest. In the time of the patriarchs, God does something 

entirely different. He throws himself totally into one fami-

ly. He calls Abraham and no one else. There is not a plan B 

if Abraham doesn’t work out. To me, that is just crazy and 

dangerous. Yet, God will throw everything He has into this 

one man and his family. He will nurture them, save them 

from themselves, and protect them against enormous 

odds. No other God has ever shown such love and devo-

tion. Some of the things he does make us scratch our 

head and wonder why he does them. We can see how 

much He will do to help us thrive. 

He plants the seed – Gen. 12:2 God plants a seed in the dirt of an ordinary man. 

It is unlike anything ever given to men anywhere else in history. God has a dream for 

this man of dirt. He will take this childless man and make him a great nation. Through 

this man, God will change the world. Yet, we scratch our head when we hear it. What if 

he or his descendants fail? 

He waits for growth – Gen. 15:2 Abraham starts to doubt after ten years of 

waiting. Yet, Abraham has to grow before the promises can be fulfilled. He will wait for 

25 years for the child to come. During that time, God will teach his child Abraham 

what it means to be a child of God. When God makes a promise, we want it fulfilled 

now. Yet the wise learn to trust God’s timing. 

He prunes the vine – Gen. 22:2 God does the unthinkable. He asks Abra-

ham to sacrifice his one and only son. God is pruning his children Abraham and Isaac 

of all self dependence. As Abraham and Isaac walk down the hill that day, they have 

learned a lesson of God’s eternal love and commitment to them. The wise see that the 

greatest lessons are often forged in the fire of hardship and pain. 

He nurtures the fruit – Gen. 32:30 As the story continues, the next generation is 

born. Esau seems to reject the Lord from the beginning. The other son, Jacob, believes 

in the Lord but starts off poorly. You begin to wonder if God’s plan has been derailed. 

With a lot of work, God keeps the promise alive by nurturing this wayward grandson of 

Abraham. Isn’t that what a father does? 

God is still willing to work with simple people like you and I. As you look at the pa-

triarchs, you see how God nurtures and prunes people to help them grow. God still 

gives the same care that He gave to Abraham to people today so that they become 

strong and courageous people by their faith relationship with Him. Some like Lot or 

Esau resist God’s nurturing and pay the price. Others like Abraham and Jacob grow in 

faith and receive the blessing. The lesson is that it is not your standing or your money 



that determines your eventual fate. It is your faith and your relationship with the Lord. 

A loving heavenly Father gives His people an edge in life. 

 

Moses—Pharaoh, Pharaoh, Oh, Oh Let My People Go!  

Focus: Book of Exodus 

 

We all have them. You know, those tough 

stretches in life. The car breaks down, the company 

cuts back on salaries or benefits, someone you love 

gets sick. You may not be having one of those 

times, now, but you know you will. What will it take 

you to cry out to the Lord? How bad does it have to 

get before you pray about it for five minutes or for 

an hour? How bad does it have to be before you ask 

others to really pray about it? Usually it has to be 

pretty bad and that is a shame. We cause ourselves 

a lot of pain by not crying out to the Lord. The book 

of Exodus is the story of a nation crying out and a God who delivered them. God was 

waiting to help, but it took a long time for them to call. 

A cry after centuries Exodus 3:7 When they had first come to Egypt, life was 

good. Joseph was the second in command and he gave his family of 70 people the best 

land in Egypt as their own. Over the years they became numerous and that brought 

trouble. The leaders of Egypt began to be afraid of them and enslaved them to build 

the pyramids and other government projects. Finally it got bad enough that they 

thought of God. They cried out to a God that they had largely forgotten. 

An unlikely hero Exodus 3:11 Who would God use to save His people? God 

prepared a man named Moses. God worked it so that Moses was trained in Egyptian 

schools along with the kids from the noble families. Yet, he threw it all away in a fit of 

anger when he killed an Egyptian who was beating a fellow Jew. Everything God has 

worked on for forty years was almost destroyed. Forty years later, an eighty year old 

Moses saw a burning bush where God called him to save God’s people. The man 

doesn’t have to be impressive, because the real hero is God.  

God rolled up His sleeves Exodus 6:1 Moses was to go and stand before the 

most powerful person in the world and tell him that God wanted Pharaoh to let God’s 

people go. Each time Pharaoh said no to God, God brought another plague on Egypt. 

10 plagues in all were directed at the gods of Egypt like Sun God Ra and Mother God 

Isis. Every aspect of Egyptian life was covered from water to sun and bugs to cows. 

Nothing was left untouched. Face it, God will not be mocked. Those who stand in His 

way will face His wrath. Those who refuse to listen to God will find their lives get diffi-

cult. 

New horizons Exodus 12:31 Finally, Pharaoh gets the message when the last 

plague takes his son, the crown prince. He acts in anger more than faith. On their way 



out of Egypt, the Jews plunder the Egyptians. As they leave Egypt, they leave a 

wealthy nation with the possessions needed to build a future. God will lead them to the 

Promised Land where He wants them to build a nation of faith and live in peace. Every-

thing that God promised to Abraham 600 years before is ready to happen. God has a 

plan for His people. 

The good news in this story is the mighty miracle that God worked for His people. 
The bad news is that they waited 400 years to ask with generations in slavery before 
freedom came. Think of the pain that they could have avoided if they called God even 
100 years earlier. How bad does it have to get in your life before you call on the Lord? 
Think of the pain that you and I can avoid if we are praying daily to the Lord. God is 
the hero in this story and the story of the Exodus shows how much God will do for His 
people. He took on a powerful Pharaoh and a mighty nation. What could God do for 
you in your troubles without working up a sweat?  

 

Ruth—When you feel like God gave up on you 

Focus: Book of Ruth 

 

We have all met people like Tina. In her freshman year of 

college, she was free of her parents and free to make a lot of 

bad decisions. There were the parties filled with alcohol and 

there was the wild boyfriend. She was having the time of her 

life. Then suddenly she was pregnant and the boyfriend 

dropped her. All the promise of a great life seemed gone. 

Seeing no place to go but home, she packed her things and 

hoped they would accept her. Her parents cried, but they 

embraced her and welcomed her home. Life could be rebuilt 

with their love. Ruth is the story of a heavenly Father who 

embraces a lost family and gives them a future. It shows 

that our loving Father is always ready to help repair and re-

new lives.  

A series of mistakes Ruth 1:1Our story begins w ith 

a famine. A man decides to go to a heathen nation with his wife and two children ra-

ther than trust that God. He goes to a place where God is not worshipped. This was the 

first mistake for they abandon God and seek to make things work in their own way. 

The second mistake is that the sons both take pagan wives. Here was a family that 

wasn’t just going to live for a little while in this pagan land, but was settling in and liv-

ing without God. 

The courage to return to God Ruth 1:6 God comes to the aid of His people in Ju-

dah, but not to the disobedient family in Moab. Those who have left the Lord behind 

only hear of his blessings, but never experience them. The answer is to repent and re-

turn. Sadly, Naomi goes home, but really doesn’t get it. Her desire was to go home for 

food and not for God. She will be in the right place for blessing, but she has much to 

learn and sins to confess.  



Giving God the opportunity to help Ruth 2:2 Oddly, it is a pagan woman Ruth 

who throws herself on God’s mercy. Jewish law said that the poor could glean fields al-

ready harvested. It was one of God’s programs for the feeding of the poor. She took 

the promise of God at His word and gave God an opportunity to work in her life by liv-

ing in His law and trusting in His mercy. She was not lazy nor proud. She was hard-

working and humble and God was more than ready to act.  

A new future Ruth 4:17 A son was born named Obed. The child would be able to 

claim the farmland of Naomi’s husband and would provide food and shelter for Naomi 

and Ruth. The child would be part of God’s plan to change the world as Obed would 

have a grandson named King David and a descendant named Jesus. There is no limit to 

what God can do if people will live with faith. God can take people whose lives are 

shattered and lift them to places of honor and great joy. 

The bible is filled with people who would seem beyond help. There is the thief on the 

cross, Saul who imprisons Christians and even a tax collector named Matthew. Every 

one of them seems beyond reclamation, but God lifts them all up because all of them 

called on Him in faith and changed their lives. We all know people who think that they 

cannot be reclaimed. They think that God is against them and that the roof would cave 

in if they walked through these doors. Yet, the story of Ruth shows that God can and 

would like to reclaim them all. As we read this story, we can get all caught up in the 

love story of Ruth and Boaz, but that is not the point of the book of Ruth. It is a story 

of the lost being remade by a loving Father. There is no reason for people to live with-

out hope.  

 

King David—A humble heart  

Focus: 2 Samuel 

 

Was David really a Godly man? The young David surely 

followed the Lord. Yet, as we follow him through life we 

see a man who seems more evil than the king that he re-

placed. Saul never committed adultery, murdered a man 

or allowed his children to do the evil that David did. Yet, 

David was honored by God and Saul was discarded. On the 

surface, it doesn’t make sense. What David had was not a 

perfect life, but a humble heart. He sinned, but was open 

to the Lord’s rebuke. As you follow David, you see the 

power of being open to the Lord. No one is without sin, but 

how you react to sin can make all the difference. David re-

pented when he sinned so that the Lord might restore him.  

Even the mighty fall 2 Samuel 11:4 David ’s down-

fall began on a rooftop. The troops were out at battle and 

the middle aged David was bored and wandering the pal-

ace. He sees a beautiful woman and has to have her. A 

simple one night fling with a pretty woman begins a down-



fall that will haunt the rest of his life. He murders her husband and brings others into 

the deadly cover up. David has fallen.  

Sin’s consequence 2 Sam 12:11 A year passes, a baby is born and it seems 

like no one has noticed. Because His servant has not repented, the Lord sends the 

prophet Nathan to David. In a simple story, God convicts David of his sin and rebukes 

him for its destruction upon God’s people. David will not die for the sin as the law de-

mands, but there will be consequences for his sin. His own family will fight and cause 

him great pain. His sin will destroy his family.  

A Saint repents Psalm 51:4 David doesn’t try to make excuses for what he has 

done or blame God. He admits freely that he deserves punishment. He appeals to the 

Lord’s mercy and asks for forgiveness for he knows that he cannot undo what he has 

done or make things right. Then he does something most of us never think about. He 

asks the Lord to make his faith stronger so that he might not sin like this again. His 

desire is not just to get past the consequences, but to be more like God.  

Humble before a perfect God 2 Sam 22:31 Unlike Saul, David is honest about 

his sins and their effects. He speaks from the heart about God’s mercy when enemies 

attack or when his character fails. The Lord was his refuge and strength in life.  Even 

punishment from God did not change that. He knew of the character of God and how 

God was always right in the things that he did. God was David’s bedrock that kept him 

level in the midst of all the troubles that he often felt.  

The Bible shows David’s repentance. He humbles himself before God and willingly 

accepts the consequences of his sins and the opportunity to learn from his mistakes. 

Unlike Saul, he never tries to excuse what he has done or blame the Lord for the situa-

tion. Every Christian has two choices when they stumble. They can reject the Lord and 

try to make things work like Saul did or they can humbly return to the Lord and con-

fess their sins like David did. The proud will be rejected and not get up, while the hum-

ble before the Lord will be restored. David shows us how to survive sin with repentance 

and faith. It is what separated him from Saul and what made him a great king. His 

strength was from the Lord at the tabernacle where he worshipped and built a strong 

relationship with the Lord. He let the Lord lift Him up and so must we. David shows 

that God doesn’t give up on the repentant sinner. God w ill forgive and restore 

those who return to Him.  

 

 Daniel  -The blessings of obedience 

Focus: Book of Daniel 

 

It had started as a simple Boy Scout camping trip, but things had gone all wrong. 

The weather turned violent with high winds and blowing snow. The scouts and their 

leaders panicked and things looked hopeless. Yet, Tom kept his head. He relied on his 

scout training and built a shelter with a campfire near to the van. Others started calm-

ing down and the smoke showed the rescuers where they were. One scout made the 

difference between life and death. So it was with Daniel. He was taken in the first wave 



of captives and never gave up his faith in God. He didn’t picket 

or hold protests, He just stood firm in his faith in God. This man 

of faith had a big impact on the people of God and on the nation 

of Babylon. We think that it takes an army to change a world 

when all it takes is one Godly person.  

605 BC – A Young man with a conscience Dan. 1:8 He 

was just a teenager taken hundreds of miles from home as his 

home nation became a vassal to the Babylonians. He would learn 

their language and culture, but he would not break God’s food 

laws. This shows the first reason that he was great. He would 

not compromise the ways of the Lord. He stepped forth and his 

friends were willing to step out with him and all benefited.  

604 BC – Faith turns disaster into opportunity Dan. 

2:24 The king has a dream and doesn’t trust his advisors. He wants them to interpret 

the dream without telling them what it was or he will kill them all. Daniel is facing death 

so he turns to prayer. God answers the prayer giving Daniel the dream and the mean-

ing. What had been a disaster became an opportunity to witness to the power and maj-

esty of God. The whole kingdom sees the power of God.  

538 BC – An exemplary life promotes jealousy Daniel 6:5 At the age of 80, Daniel’s 

reputation of being trustworthy and extremely loyal to His God is known by all. Those 

jealous of him can find no fault in him. They set a trap that will put him in a lion’s den 

for worshipping the true God. Daniel sees the trap and worships God openly. God is 

more important than life. His values and faith have a great impact on Jew and Gentile 

alike and glorify the Lord because of Daniel.  

 

538 BC – A leader prays for his people Dan 9:2 In the year Daniel faced the li-

on’s den, Daniel is on his knees praying for his people. 70 years have passed and it is 

time for the people of God to return to the Promised Land as Jeremiah had foretold.  

Daniel had on his heart, the needs of his people and the future of the Jews. He was too 

old to return, but he called upon God to show mercy to His people without delay. God 

listened to his prayer and within a short time, the Jews could go home to Israel.  

In Daniel, we see the power of one Godly man. At the same time that the Kings of 

Judah were leading people from God, the teenage Daniel was standing up for the Lord 

before Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. He refused to deny his God and God used 

Daniel to bring glory to God’s name. Here in this pagan place filled with idols to the 

gods of Babylonia, Daniel worshipped God and was used by God to do miracles so that 

the pagan kings acknowledged the Hebrew God as the God of Gods. He was willing to 

die for his Lord and led others to the same level of faith. One person can be powerful if 

that one man or woman is willing to give the Lord their heart soul and mind. They can 

influence nations and rulers. They can defeat the demons and the false gods of the 

world because by prayer and obedience, they harness the power of the one true God. 

We think that it will take an army to change the world. Daniel shows us what one man 

or woman can do if they are willing to keep the values and worship of God central in 

their life  



Esther - It is my problem 

Focus: Esther 

Bombarded with the problems of the world each night on the 

news and problems of people we know, we can easily feel over-

whelmed. There is an earthquake or snowstorm burying a city. A 

family is hurt in a car accident. A friend has just come down with 

cancer. Our expectation is that others will take care of it. Let the 

government send them food. Let the family take care of the acci-

dent victim or the cancer patient. We just can’t deal with all the 

pain. But sometimes, we can’t avoid the problem. It is our family 

member with cancer or our home hit by a flood. We may not be 

able to help everyone, but we need to help someone. 

Opportunity – Esther becomes queen Esther 2:17 Having 

deposed his wife and lost an important battle, the lusty king starts 

looking for women for his harem. Esther was taken in this sweep of the countryside, 

but something happened. The king was attracted to her and so he made her queen and 

not just another one night stand. God watched out for her and turned disaster into op-

portunity. She was now in a position to do good. She just didn’t know what it would be.  

B. Need – The Jews need someone to speak up Esther 4:8 It doesn’t take long for 

trouble. An evil man named Haman convinces the king to sign a decree that will begin a 

slaughter of the Jews not seen again until the days of Hitler. Esther is encouraged to 

speak to the king to protect her people, but she knows that she will be putting her life 

on the line. To speak to the king when you are not spoken to can mean death and so 

she asks everyone to pray so the Lord will protect her and help her.  

 

C. Courage – I am a Jew Esther 7:3 Esther needed a favor from the king. He 

was the only one who could save her people. What was hard was that she needed to 

ask the favor in front of the man who wanted all the Jews to die. It took courage to 

stand up and tell the king that she was a Jew. It required that she trust the Lord to 

make things work. She put herself on the line for her people. If she was found out, she 

was going to die anyway.  

D. Answer – Protection for the Jews Esther 8:11 Oddly God is never men-

tioned in the book of Esther, but you can see God’s hand in it all. Evil Haman is dis-

graced and hanged. Esther is rewarded for her courage as the King is moved to help 

the Jews. Mordecai is even made Prime minister in Haman’s place. In the end, the Jews 

turn on the enemy as the enemy wants to destroy them and is able to protect them-

selves and keep the slaughter from happening. 

If there is anything that we can learn from Esther, it is that when we see a neighbor 

who is struggling that it is our problem. It may be a need in our church or school. It can 

be a problem with a close friend or family member. We need to help and we need to 

find others who can help us help this person. The important thing is to know that we 

are not alone. God will work through you. He put you in a place where you have the op-

portunity to help and He will provide the resources that you need to do the task be-



cause God cares and God wants that person helped. We need to have courage, not be-

cause we are a fool, but because we know and believe that God is standing at our side 

helping in ways that we cannot even see. We go forward trusting that God will help us 

to help other people. We are not in this alone.  

 

 

 

You can find weekly devotions with depth on the internet at  

Www.32daysdevotions.com 

 

Available soon on Amazon. Com 

32 days with Abraham by Mark Etter 

A devotional and Bible study on the life of Abraham.  

 

 


