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Big idea: If you are successful, expect Satan to oppose your witness  

 

Just when things are going so well 

As Paul and Barnabas travel into new regions, they never know what to expect. The duo has had some 

great successes. God worked a miracle on Cyprus and the proconsul comes to faith opening up the 

whole island to Christ. Paul speaks boldly in synagogues and leaves churches behind in their wake.  

Yet, you can’t just expect Satan to take it lying down. In the text we see two of his preferred methods of 

counterattack. He tries to compromise the message and then he tries to destroy the witness. The battle 

Paul has with Satan will continue for decades. It is part of sharing your faith.  

Do you ever wonder why there is trouble when things seem to be going so well? You see a church 

growing like gang busters and really reaching out to its community. Suddenly, the church has money 

problems, members transferring out of the area, or even splits. What happened?  

You can bet that it is Satan’s counterattack. Satan doesn’t bother churches who barely exist and will close 

on their own inertia. Satan is afraid, however, when a church is active and making inroads into the lost 

in their community. Now you have attacked his kingdom and he will attack back.  

 

Opportunity and success 

Paul preaches and people listen v. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at 

him, saw that he had faith to be healed 

Paul’s plan was to preach first at the synagogue and gather a base of Jewish converts to take the city. Yet, 

there was a problem. This city had no synagogue. That is not problem for Paul. Barnabas and Paul just 

begin to preach. They preach for several days probably to small groups in the streets.  

They are simply doing what God has called them to do and it begins to work. Some like this lame man are 

coming to faith. Some are starting to bring their friends. The message of the gospel is powerful and 

those who are hungry for answers will listen to it and learn from it.  

Sometimes, I think we make it too hard. We will spend hours talking about things in meetings. We will 

look at demographics and consult surveys. We will rehearse different options when all we need to do 

is pray, pray and go share the gospel.  

The church grows when its people speak the gospel. Yes, the ministry will start small, but it will grow and 

be very powerful. God has the message that so many in our day need. He has real words of hope when 

life isn’t looking so good. He has real answers to people’s problems.  

 

A miracle shows everyone God’s power and love v.10 and called out, "Stand up on your feet!" At that, 

the man jumped up and began to walk. 

It takes just a single piece of tinder to blow up the whole city for God. A lame man has been listening to 

Paul and has come to faith. Paul sees the pain of this man and wants to free him from his physical 

bondage. He looks him in the eye and performs a miracle.  

The miracle cracks the city wide open. Everyone knows that this man has been lame since birth. They see 

him doing the impossible and know that this is the work of God. People who ignored Paul and 

Barnabas suddenly focus in on these men and their message.  

It is often the kindness of God’s people and the power of God that opens hearts around us to the gospel. 

They notice a church that reaches out to help a person whose house has burned. They notice a church 

that is active with children in the schools and the community.  

They notice as lives are changed by our love and God’s power. God is freeing people from their 

limitations and bringing joy to their lives. People will want to hear what is going on. They will flock 

to see the miracles that God is doing through that church.  

 



Satan opposes the ministry 

Test 1: Worship the speaker to compromise the message v.13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was 

just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to 

offer sacrifices to them. 

Satan is horrified at the power of the gospel. The city is on the verge of having a major revival. And so he 

tries to glorify the speaker so that the message is minimized. Bring on the bulls and wreaths so that we 

can worship Paul and make everyone think that he did the miracle and not God.  

Here is an appeal to Paul’s ego. Imagine going into a strange city and having everyone welcome you as a 

god. You are excited about the crowds and see the chance to do something really great. It will be a 

great revival like they had in Cyprus. Aren’t we great?  

Satan likes to glorify the preacher and the church so that people forget about the Lord. Make the church 

grow so that everyone focuses on the building and the pastor. People begin to think that great music or 

programs are what made the church grow. They see the miracles of man and not of God.  

Soon people are drawn by the splendor and the size of the congregation and not by the message. The 

message has to be cute and the coffee in the entryway has to be good. Satan diverts us from the gospel 

so that God is pushed into the background and other things are the focus.  

 

Answer: Testify to the true God v.17 Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown 

kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; 

How does Paul keep that from happening? He points to the almighty God. We are just mortals; let me tell 

you about the God who made the entire world that surrounds you. It was here before I was because 

God made it for you. The miracle that just happened is nothing compared to what God can do.  

Paul then talks about how such a powerful God is merciful and just. He is merciful in that he has not 

destroyed the world for its sin. Yet He is just and will want a reckoning for sin. Come close and I will 

tell you what God did so that you can have salvation and not punishment.  

I am amazed when a growing church continues to point to the Lord. It resists the temptations to 

necessarily do things bigger and more exciting. It spends its time and money getting people into the 

bible and helping them serve.  

At the center of their church is the cross. Here is the place where they see the Lord’s love. Here is where 

lives change and people grow hope. Other things may impress and even draw crowds, but the church 

is the place to meet God. When people glorify you, point to God and glorify Him.  

 

Test 2: Turn the crowd against you v.19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the 

crowd over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead. 

Sadly, the gospel isn’t always what people want to hear. The miracle has given a great forum to Paul so 

that the whole city is listening. Paul tries to show them the true God is greater than the Zeus and the 

gods of the Romans. The people are upset that He has rejected their glory.  

At that moment, Satan brings Jews from the other Galatian cities to stir up trouble against Paul. Satan 

works to make the people who loved Paul feel rejected and deceived. The crowd gets violent and 

drags Paul’s “dead” body out of town.  

Often our very words of love are turned against us. We try to proclaim the love of Jesus and are accused 

of being narrow minded or short sighted. Satan controls some people so that their minds and hearts are 

closed. He doesn’t want people hearing the words that you say and coming to faith.  

Realize that when they get angry or say hurtful words that they are mad at God. Satan turns people against 

us because he closes minds to the truth of God. They can’t change God and so they reject you. They 

can’t make God follow them and so they will not follow God.  

 

Despite the abuse, Paul will not stop sharing the gospel v.20 But after the disciples had gathered 

around him, he got up and went back into the city. The next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe. 



I imagine Barnabas and the disciples gathering around Paul and weeping over the death of their friend. 

How surprised they must have been when Paul gets up and goes back into the city. Despite the abuse, 

Paul will not stop sharing the gospel. He will come back to this city to strengthen the infant church. 

He will return here during the second and third missionary journeys. It will be here that Paul meets 

Timothy who becomes like a son to him. Satan left Paul on the dung heap and thought the apostle was 

done. Paul would go on to plant churches and change lives all over Asia Minor and Greece.  

Trouble comes when you think that things are going well. It is not you. It is the message. Satan doesn’t 

want the church or its people to share the message of salvation. As you speak, know that not everyone 

will want to hear about how loving God is or how much He has done for them.  

Yet, know that we must continue to speak. There will always be some like Timothy who will come to 

faith when you least expect it. It is for them that we witness so that their lives can be changed. Satan 

can only be defeated by the gospel. The more we speak, the weaker he gets.  

 


