
This set of Bible studies is meant to be shared. I would be honored if you would share 

them with your friends so that others might understand how God can change your life.   

The Bible studies are taken from “32 days with Abraham” by Mark R. Etter  

Copyright 2016. The full book with leader’s guide and 32 devotions covering the life of 

Abraham is available on Amazon. Com.  



Abraham Introduction 

Abraham’s features have been recorded in stain glass and chiseled into life-like statues. He has become 
one of the super heroes of the Bible. We imagine men and women like Abraham and Sarah as extraordinary 
men and women who have more courage and character that we could ever have in our life. How could we ever 
be like them? How could we ever have that kind of faith or temperament in our lives? The pages of the Bible 
may surprise you with the truth. Abraham is not a “superman”. He is a man taken from obscurity and polished 
by the Lord. The Bible doesn’t hold back but shows us the real man. It shows us a man named Abram who 
failed on many occasions. He only becomes the man of God that we honor because of the teaching and testing 
of a God who loves him. The Bible doesn’t hide Abraham’s failures but shows us the whole story so that we 
can follow the journey of Abraham and become a man or woman of God like him.  

Think of Abraham’s story as a pattern for what could happen if you were willing to let the Lord teach you. 
Learn the lessons that Abraham learned through his life. See how his faith guided him and how your faith can 
be the key to having the blessings that Abraham received from God. God wants to teach every Christian these 
lessons so that they can be a person of faith and blessing.  Your life will not be identical to Abraham’s, but 
will follow a path that the Lord has chosen specifically for you. If you follow the Lord, as Abraham does, you 
can have God’s blessing and be a blessing to others. Don’t get discouraged by your failures, but seek to learn 
from them as Abraham did.  

Study Introduction 

The twelve devotions included in this booklet were taken from “32 days With Abraham” by Mark R. Etter 
which is currently available on Amazon.Com in softcover book and Kindle formats. I have provided you with 
easy to copy student lessons to make it easier to use these in a group. The student lessons come with a notice 
that you are free to copy them for church or small group use. To help you teach these lessons, there is a lead-
er’s guide and accompanying devotions for these twelve texts in the “32 days With Abraham” book.  In addi-
tion, there are twenty more devotions so that the book covers the entire life of Abraham from his call to his 
death.  

The devotions and these Bible studies are offered as an opportunity to grow and share. It is my prayer that 
you have an opportunity to grow through “32 days with Abraham” and its companion book “32 days with 
Christ’s Passion” (also available on Amazon). As you follow the life of Abraham, you will see how God 
works in the lives of His people. Once, you have grown, please share what you have learned through these Bi-
ble studies. The questions have been designed to help you dig into the text and to ponder what it means for 
those in your group. Many of the questions have no right answer, but the leader’s guide will help the group to 
apply the truths of the lessons to your own lives.  

To God be the glory—May the Holy Spirit open up your hearts that you may share His love. 

 

Index of Bible studies (by corresponding devotion):  

2 God’s Dreams for You Gen. 12: 2-9 

6 Who Controls Your Fate? Gen. 14:1-16 

9 God Has Our Back Gen 15:8-19 

11 Submit to the Lord and Have Peace Gen. 16:4-16 

13 When God Calls You to Something New Gen. 17:15-27 

17 Learning God’s Will  Gen. 18: 16-33 

18 Be Careful What You Wish For Gen. 19:1-29 

20 Even Saints Sin  Gen. 20:1-18 

23 Difficult Choices  Gen. 21: 8-21 

26 Entrusting Your Children to God  Gen. 22:1-19 

30 Knowing When to Say Yes  Gen. 24:15-67 

31 Full of Years  Gen. 25:1-19 



Bible Study: 2 God’s Dreams for You  

Gen. 12: 2-9 

 

 From the moment that John held his newborn son Patrick, he had dreams for his firstborn. He would play soc-
cer like his dad and go to the best private schools. From there, he would go to college and study to be a doctor 
or an engineer so that he could change people’s lives. Patrick would find a wonderful woman and raise a fami-
ly near his parents so that they could share in all the joys of their grandchildren. Patrick was barely a few mo-
ments old and his father had a vision of what life could be. 

The call of Abraham is about God’s dreams for Abraham and is the pattern for God’s plan for every Chris-
tian. God will mold Abraham into a man who will change the world through his faith. He will have so many 
children that they will become a great nation. God has such plans for you and for me if we will take the time to 
listen to His words in the Bible and follow God all our lives. The life of Abraham shows that nothing is impos-
sible for your future. Your Heavenly Father loves you and has great dreams for every one of you. 

 

 1. How do you feel when you first move to a new place? 

   

2. God makes seven promises to Abram in verses 2 and 3. What conditions does God put on the promise? 

   

3. How is Abraham a blessing to everyone that has or ever will live? 

   

4. Which of Abram’s promises would you most want and why? Would you want to be well known, be a bless-
ing to others, have a great and strong family or have a place that you can call your own?  

   

5. In following the Lord and leaving the prosperous city of Ur for the “wild west” of Palestine, what did Abra-
ham lose and what did he gain? 

  

6. If God made these promises to Abram in Ur of the Chaldeans as many think, where does Abram stop along 
the way and why only go half way? 

   

7. Have you ever felt like God was calling you to trust Him and do something that others might not under-
stand? What might hold you back from accepting the call? 

  

8. Based on what you know of Abram, what has he done that makes him worthy of these promises? 

   

9. What does Abram do when he gets to Bethel in the Promised Land? What does this action tell us about 
Abram’s faith and direction in life? 

   

10. What dreams might God have for you and how will you know where He is leading you? 
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Bible Study: 6 Who Controls Your Fate?  

 Gen. 14:1-16 

 

Amy fell into a group of kids that was nothing but trouble. They tipped over the principal’s car, were regu-
lars in after school detention and experimented with drugs. Her parents had lectured her and disciplined her, 
but nothing seemed to work. After she got arrested, they finally pulled her out of that high school and made 
sure that she was involved with new friends at her new school. It wasn’t easy, but things slowly got better. 

Lot had shared in Abram’s blessings from God. His herds were so large that he could not share the same 
area with Abram and was given a choice of the hills above or the valley below. He chose the valley near Sod-
om. Soon he was living in Sodom and became one of the people of Sodom. It was a choice that he was des-
tined to pay for. Like Lot, our fate is often controlled by the people around us. We need to carefully consider 
our friendships and our decisions. The choices that we make will affect our values and our future. 

  

1. Describe your best friends in high school. Were they a good or bad influence on you? 

   

2. Why mention this battle (v.1-12) in the bible? What does this have to do with the story of Abram? 

   

3. What is the battle about (v.4)? Who wins the first battle (v.11)? 

   

4. What slippery slope have we seen in the life of Lot as he leaves Abram and first tents near Sodom and then 
lives in Sodom? How does it impact his life (v.12)? 

   

5. If Lot hadn’t been living in Sodom, how much would the battle have impacted Abram (v.13)? What does 
that say about his choices? 

  

6. How do our choices in life reflect our values and character? How do they impact our outcome?  What sort of 
values and considerations should guide our decision-making process? 

   

7. How does Abram react to the news about Lot (v.13f)? Why do you think he reacted this way? Was it a good 
decision or a bad one? 

   

8. How many men does Abram have to battle against the four armies of the east? What is the result of the bat-
tle? 

   

9. What do you think the conversation was like between Abram and Lot on the way home from the battle? Did 
Lot’s time as a prisoner have any effect on him? 

   

10. What is the lesson of this story for you?  
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Bible Study: 9 God Has Our Back  

 Gen. 15:8-19 

 

“Mother, you promised! You promised that if I got my grades up, I could go to Purdue next year. Now you 
are telling me that I just have to go to the community college.” “I am sorry, but we made that promise before 
your father got laid off of his job. If he gets a new job soon, we may be able to let you finish your last two 
years of school at Purdue.” Judy stomped off to her bedroom and slammed the door. There are promises that 
we sometimes can’t keep because life is beyond our control. 

God had made remarkable promises to Abram in chapter 12. It was now years later and Abram wondered if 
the promises would come true. In an amazing display, God reaffirms those promises and gives Abram a vision 
of what will happen over the next 400 years. God keeps His promises for there is nothing that He can’t do for 
Abram or for us. Trust Him, God has our back and our future in His hands. 

  

1. What would someone have to do to convince you that a promise is true? 

   

2. What question does Abram ask? (v.8)  Looking at the context, what do you think caused him to bring up this 
question? 

   

3. What does God command Abram to do? (v.9) What does Abram do with the animals and what does this 
mean? 

   

4. During Abram’s dream, God reveals the future. (v.13-16) What parts of the dream are comforting and what 
parts would be upsetting to Abram? 

   

5. What does God specifically promise about Abram’s life? (v.15) 

  

6. If some offered to tell you what your future or the future of your children would be, would you want to 
know? 

   

7. What are the torch and firepot passing between the rows of animals supposed to signify? (v.17) 

   

8. How big is the promise that God makes to Abraham? (v.18-20) What must Abram do to receive this land for 
his descendants? 

   

9. Share a time when God’s blessings have exceeded what you might have reasonably expected. 

   

10. Where in your life do you need some encouragement from God that He will keep His promises to you? 
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Bible Study: 11 Submit to the Lord and Have Peace 

 Gen. 16:4-16 

  

When Don and Judy bought their first house, their two sons each eyed the corner bedroom and decided that 
it would belong to them. “I am the older child and so I get the larger bedroom”, Bobby decreed. “I am Mom-
my’s favorite and so I get the corner room” Billy replied. They pushed and shoved each other for a half hour 
only stopping when they noticed that both beds were going in the smaller hall bedroom. When they protested, 
their mother replied, “Your father and I have decided to make the corner bedroom into the guest room and 
study since we can’t please you both. 

Having come up with their own solution to the problem of an heir, Abram and Sarai face a major flaw in 
their logic. Hagar, the concubine, tries to take the role of mistress of the house since she is the mother of the 
new heir. Chaos ensues in the household. Finally, it is God who has to bring a temporary peace to this home. 
Hagar’s lack of humility causes grief in this story and will ultimately force her out of the home. By not con-
trolling her pride, Hagar will eventually lose her place. 

   

1. When you were a kid, what kinds of things did you do that got you into trouble? 

  

2. What did Abram and Sarai do that set up the conflict in this chapter? Does it make any difference that it was 
legal and commonly practiced in their day? 

   

3. What are the viewpoints of each of the three main characters (Sarai, Abram, Hagar) in this argument about 
their status in the family? (v. 4-6) 

   

4. What would be the Godly action for each of the three in this situation?   

   

5. Of the three main characters, which do you think was most guilty for the split that was caused? Why? 

   

6. What is Hagar’s solution for the problem? What is shortsighted about that solution? (v. 6) 

   

7. How do you handle conflict with others? Which of the three main characters do you emulate in dealing with 
conflict? Sarah (anger), Abraham (avoidance), or Hagar (fleeing)? 

   

8. What does God command Hagar to do? Why is this the first part of the solution? What does God promise 
Hagar in return for her obedience? (v. 9) 

  

9. How is Ishmael described by the Lord even before he is born? Why would his character make him an un-
suitable person for God to have as the son of promise? (v. 12) 

   

10. The Bible does not say, but how do you think Abram and Sarai treated Hagar when she came back after 
talking to the servant of the Lord? 
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Bible Study: 13 When God Calls You to Something New 

Genesis 17: 15-27 

 

Jake looked at the baby in his arms. He and Jen had always wanted to be parents. Yet, there were adjust-
ments when these new parents brought the baby home. First, they both had to get used to the 2 o’clock feed-
ings and the diapers that smelled like rotting fish. They were a little sad when it became hard to have a meal 
out in a restaurant or even a quiet meal at home. Yet, as they held their little baby, they knew that this was one 
of the best times of their lives. 

Abraham receives the great news that the promised son will be born within a year. With that news, he be-
gins to wonder what it all will mean for Ishmael, the son he already has and loves. God promises to bless Ish-
mael but tells Abraham that the promises of greatness and land will belong to Isaac. God will not bless the 
child of the flesh, but only Isaac who is the child of the promise. The change will not be easy for Abraham, but 
God knows what is best. 

  

1. What is the biggest change that you have ever made in your life? Did you plan to make the change or was 
the change something that life forced you to make? 

  

2. What is the good change that is coming for Abraham? (v.17) How does Abraham receive the news?  

    

3. What “bad” change does Abraham sense that the birth of Isaac will bring to his family? (v.18) 

  

4. As you have made changes in your life, what “bad” things have come with the good? 

   

5. How does God answer Abraham’s request for Ishmael to receive the blessing? (v.19) 

    

6. What does God promise about Ishmael in response to Abraham’s plea? (v.20) 

    

7. Why couldn’t Ishmael be part of the blessing that was given to Isaac? 

    

8. In what way was the birth of Isaac going to be a new era for Abraham? (v.22) 

  

9. What was the point of circumcision? (v.23) 

   

10. What changes do you need to make in your life right now? What would you lose and what blessings from 
the Lord could you gain by such a change? 
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 Bible Study: 17 Learning God’s Will  

 Gen. 18: 16-33 

  

Tom had a great deal of talent as a carpenter, but he was often rash and in a hurry to start each project. See-
ing him start on his latest project, his father said, “I hear you want to build a canoe here in the basement. How 
long do you think your canoe will be?” “Oh, I figure it will be about fifteen feet long when I get done”, Tom 
replied. “Let me know when you get it done so we can figure out how to get it up the stairs” Looking at the 
narrow stairs out of the basement, “I guess I will build the pieces here and assemble it in the garage.” 

God could have just told Abraham what He was doing. None of us have the right to question God. Instead, 
God allowed a dialog so that Abraham could understand how evil Sodom and Gomorrah had become. God’s 
love and respect for His patriarch are evident as Abraham comes to understand why such a loving God would 
feel compelled to destroy the cities of the plain. Given the chance, I believe that God still would rather teach us 
in prayer so that we understand not only what God is doing, but also why 

1. What is one thing that you would like God to explain to you? 

   

2. How does God describe the relationship that He has with Abraham? (v. 18-19) What purpose does God al-
ready have in mind for Abraham? 

   

3. How might it have affected the relationship between Abraham and God if God had destroyed Sodom with-
out talking to Abraham? Has God ever given you a premonition of something before it happened? 

 

4. How will God determine what He will do next? (v.20-21) Do you think that God already has in mind what 
He will do? If so, why send the angels to Sodom? 

  

5. Abraham is horrified at the prospect of destroying the cities. What does he appeal to as he talks with God 
(v.25)? Why can’t Abraham appeal based on Sodom’s worth or the relationship he has with God? 

  

 6. How does Abraham see his own personal worth (v.27)? What do you think gives him the courage to talk to 
God? 

   

7. Does Abraham change God’s mind (v.32)? What does Abraham learn from this discussion? How would the 
discussion help Abraham see the wisdom of God? 

   

8. How does God show His love and patience for Abraham? How has God shown His love and patience with 
you in your life? 

   

9. Abraham intercedes for a wicked people. Do you think that was pleasing to God? What does it show about 
Abraham? 

 

10 What would you most like to emulate about Abraham in this story? 
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Bible study 18 Be Careful What You Wish For 

 Gen. 19:1-29 

  

John had always dreamed of having a BMW. Now a shiny new “Beemer” sat on his driveway and he 
would be the envy of all his friends. That feeling of elation lasted for about a week. In the mail, he got a bill 
showing exactly what his insurance was going to cost. Three months later, he slid on some ice and “bumped” a 
light pole. He almost had heart failure when he saw what the repair would cost. He started looking for a sim-
pler car before his dream became a nightmare.  The BMW was a lot of fun, but he just couldn’t afford this 
dream. 

Lot had been enamored with Sodom for years. He had gladly chosen the valley as his portion from Abram 
and soon moved into the city and become an official of the city. Yet the dream turned into a nightmare that 
cost Lot everything. He loses his possessions, his morals, and even his wife. Dazzled by the “glitter” of Sod-
om, he hadn’t counted the cost of its evil ways. All of us need to be careful what we wish for. The dream we so 
desire may not be what it first seems. 

  

1. Where have you visited that was so beautiful or exciting that you would move there tomorrow if you had a 
chance? 

   

2. Who comes to visit Lot and where do they find him? (v.1) 

   

3. When the visitors announce that they will just spend the night in the square, why does Lot offer lodging? 
(v.2-3) 

   

4. How do the men of the city show their true character once it becomes dark? (v.4-5) What surprising offer 
does Lot make to save the visitors? (v.8) 

   

5. What qualities of people should be an immediate sign that these are people that you need to limit your expo-
sure with? 

   

6. What do the two visitors do when Lot’s life seems to be in danger? (v.10-11) Why should this have been a 
sign for Lot to take these two men seriously? 

   

7. How did the message given to Lot (v.12-13) contrast with the message that had just been given to Abraham 
up in the hills? 

   

8. Why was Lot hesitant to leave the city? (v.16) 

   

9. Why is it so hard to leave behind things that we know are bad for us? 

   

10. As you look at the story of Lot in Sodom, what were the consequences of living in Sodom for Lot? 
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Bible Study: 20 Even Saints Sin 

 Gen. 20:1-18 

  

Bill sat and looked at the bars on his jail cell. “How could I have been so stupid?” He had been shoplifting 
at the local convenience store with some buddies and he had been the one who had gotten caught. He had been 
allowed to call his father in order to make bail but had a lump in his throat when his father appeared. He start-
ed to cry and blurted out how sorry he was. He was afraid his father would lecture him but was surprised when 
he received a hug. “You messed up, but I’ll stand with you and help you through this.” 

The bible never tries to cover up the fact that Abraham sinned. In this text, he lied and someone else paid 
the price. Yet, God stood with His patriarch. He protected Sarah and bailed Abraham out of an ugly mess once 
he admitted what he had done. God never condones sin, but He never abandons us when we sin. He is always 
willing to redeem and restore the repentant sinner. When we sin, it is always better to go to the Lord for help 
rather than try to save ourselves. 

  

1. Name one mistake that you have done at least twice. How did you handle the consequences of the mistake? 

   

2. What did Abraham say about Sarah? Why do you think that he made this mistake a second time? (v.2) 

   

3. What happens because of Abraham’s lie? What and whom does Abraham put in jeopardy? 

  

4. How have you seen lies impact people around you? 

 

5. How does Abimelech’s dream show God’s concern for all the people involved? (v.3) 

  

6. Ironically, who is paying the penalty for Abraham’s sin? Why did God inflict this penalty?   

   

7. In what ways do we often make others suffer to protect ourselves or hide from our sins? 

   

8. What is God’s command to Abimelech? (v.7) Why do you think that God speaks so clearly to this pagan 
king? 

   

9. How does Abraham try to explain his way out of trouble? (v.11) 

   

10. Why do you think that God didn’t give up on Abraham at this point? How does that show God can be mer-
ciful to His people when they still sin against Him? 
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Bible Study: 23 Difficult Choices  

 Genesis 21: 8-21 

  

Jane, Bob’s old flame from high school moved back to town. Bob had a lot of good times with Jane before 
she went off to Michigan State. Now she has invited Bob out on a date and he is wondering what to do. The 
problem is that he has been out on a few dates with Sue. It is nothing serious, but he doesn’t want to lose Sue if 
the evening with Jane can’t rekindle what they once had. He likes both women and realizes that if he is not 
careful he will lose them both. 

Abraham has two sons and two women who are both vying to be the leader of the household. It would be 
nice if they could all get along and live as one happy family, but that is obviously not going to happen. He 
must make a choice when Sarah puts her foot down and tells him that Hagar and Ishmael must go. God helps 
His servant with that choice by laying out what is at stake and by promising to bless both sons because of His 
love for Abraham. 

   

1. What motivates you to make the hard decisions like taking a new job or breaking up with a friend? 

   

2. What triggers the problem in the house of Abraham? (v.8) How has a good thing created a big problem? 

   

3. From Sarah’s perspective, why must Hagar and Ishmael be sent away? (v10) What do you think that she 
fears? 

   

4. Who, like Sarah, do you find it hard to get along with? How do you handle it? Is there something you can do 
to make things better?  

   

5. What is at the heart of Abraham’s distress? (v.11) 

  

6. How would you feel if you had to send your son away? 

   

7. What wisdom does God share with Abraham? (v.12) What reason does God give for making this hard 
choice? 

   

8. While Ishmael was outside of God’s covenant and promise, what assurances does God give to Hagar about 
her son? (v.18) Why would God bless this troublesome teen? 

   

9. In choosing Isaac over Ishmael, was God being fair? 

   

10. What difficult choices have you faced or are you facing right now? What does the example of Abraham 
show you about trusting the Lord’s direction in those decisions? 

   

  

This student guide may be copied for a local church or small group use.  - This Bible study is taken from “32 
days with Abraham” by Mark R. Etter Copyright 2016. The book contains a leader’s guide for this study as 
well as 32 devotions covering the life of Abraham and is available on Amazon. com 



 Bible Study: 26 Entrusting Your Children to God 

 Gen. 22:1-19 

  

John had known Tom for close to twenty years, but he still felt more than a little apprehensive. Tom was 
going to a remote village in Guatemala on a church mission trip and had invited four high school youth to 
come along including John’s daughter Karen. John trusted Tom, but there were so many things that could hap-
pen. Karen could get hurt or even die in some accident far from a decent hospital. Saying good-bye as Karen 
left the waiting area for her airplane was one of the hardest things John had ever done.  

Abraham’s life was bound up in his son Isaac. Now God was telling Abraham to sacrifice his son to show 
that Abraham loved God more than Isaac. How that must have torn this man of faith apart. How could the 
promises God had made to Abraham be kept if Isaac was dead? In one of the greatest acts of faith in the Bible, 
Abraham obeyed the Lord. In the end, Isaac was not killed, but Abraham and Isaac saw the depth of God’s 
love for them and learned that they could trust the Lord for the rest of their lives. 

  

1. What possession or person would be hardest for you to give up? 

   

2. What command does God give to Abraham in verse 2? What is at stake for Abraham if Isaac dies? 

   

3. How does Abraham respond to this command? (v.3) 

   

4. What do you picture Abraham thinking as he hears and responds to this command? How would you feel if 
you were asked you to give up something precious to you? 

   

5. How far away is Moriah (v.4)? How would this make the test more difficult? 

   

6. Many think that Isaac is a teenager at the time of the test. What question does he ask (v.7) and how does 
Abraham answer (v.8)? 

   

7. On the mountain, how does Abraham show the depth of his faith? (v.10) Do you think that Abraham would 
have really killed his son? 

   

8. When does God stop the sacrifice (v.11) and what can we learn from God’s timing? 

   

9. How does God provide the sacrifice as Abraham said he would (v.13)? 

   

10 What does Abraham’s example teach us about trusting the Lord enough to obey Him in every situation? 
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 Bible Study: 30 Knowing When to Say Yes  

 Gen. 24:15-67 

  

The job offer came out of nowhere. A headhunter from Cincinnati called and told Tom that he was being 
considered to head a new division of Proctor and Gamble. Would he be willing to fly at company expense for a 
job interview? He was immediately interested and flew out the next week. After the second interview, he was 
offered the dream job. The answer was easy because Mary, his wife, and he had been weighing the pros and 
cons and praying about this opportunity throughout the process. He immediately said yes and prepared for one 
of the biggest changes in his life. 

Rebekah receives the offer to marry and must decide within 24 hours if she will accept. Showered with 
gold and silver jewelry, she has the offer of a lifetime. She can become the wife of Isaac who is heir to a vast 
fortune, but it will mean moving from her family. Sensing the opportunity, her family leaves the decision to 
her, but she already knows what her decision will be. Her confidence brings her into the family of Abraham 
and makes her an ancestor of Jesus Christ.  

  

1. How do you know when to say yes to a decision? 

   

2. What problems would have been created if Isaac had married a Canaanite? How does marrying a relative 
negate those problems? 

   

3. What sign does the servant ask from the Lord? (v.14) How does this show the servant’s trust in the Lord and 
his willingness to allow the Lord to make the choice? 

  

 4. Others ask for signs in scripture like Gideon in the book of Judges. What sign might you ask for if you were 
ill or if you were asked to take over a ministry at church? 

   

5. How did Rebekah react when she saw the need of the stranger? (v.19) How do the qualities that she exhibits 
show that she is an exceptional young woman? 

   

6. If you ask for a sign, how might you know that it is a sign from God and not from another source? 

   

7. How does the family react to this proposal from Abraham through his servant? (v.55) 

   

8. What is Rebekah’s answer when the servant is in a hurry to have an answer and return to Palestine? (v.58) 
What do you think led her to this answer? 

   

9. What was at stake in her answer? What would the rest of the Bible look like if she had said no? 

   

10. What have you learned about difficult decisions? 

    

This student guide may be copied for a local church or small group use.  - This Bible study is taken from “32 
days with Abraham” by Mark R. Etter Copyright 2016. The book contains a leader’s guide for this study as 
well as 32 devotions covering the life of Abraham and is available on Amazon. com 



Bible Study: 31 Full of Years  

 Gen. 25:1-19 

  

Mary was 94 years old on the afternoon that she died from a heart attack. She had lived without Harold, 
her husband, for 25 years but had been active and relatively healthy up to the end. She was never rich, but she 
died in her own home with several of her children by her side as they waited for the ambulance. Her last words 
were to remind them that she would see each of them in heaven. When she heard the siren of the ambulance in 
front of her house, she knew it was time to go and asked the Lord to take her home. 

Having passed the torch of promise to Isaac, the Bible story seems to forget about Abraham for a 
while.  Suddenly, we read about the death of Abraham at the age of 175. We can only guess what life was like 
after the death of Sarah thirty-eight years before. Yet, these few verses describe a man who died “full of years” 
and with a quality of life that most people would envy. Those thirty-eight years were not empty but filled with 
a second wife and six more children. God blessed him to the end. His walk with the Lord brought joy and ful-
fillment. 

  

1. What is your dream for your retirement years? 

   

2. Abraham was 137 years old when Sarah died. How did Abraham live his life after the death of Sarah? (v.1) 

   

3. With the six other children, Abraham had eight children with three women. How is his estate divided (v.5) 
Why is this division? 

   

4. What happened to Keturah’s children? What might Abraham be afraid of? 

   

5. How is the life of Abraham described in verse 8? How is that a great compliment to this patriarch? 

  

6. How would you like your life to be described at your death? What characteristics do you think are most im-
portant? 

   

7. What do you think made Abraham’s life a success? How will that influence how you live? 

   

8. Where is Abraham buried? (v.9) 

   

9. What do you admire most about the life of Abraham? What would you like to emulate in your life? 
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