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Never Underestimate Jesus 
Easter 30 AD 

Matt. 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20-21 
From “32 Days with God’s Story.” 

  

Context: On the Sunday after  Good Friday, the disciples were hope-

less and hid up in the upper room. The enemies of Jesus were gloating 

about finally being rid of this rabbi who did miracles. No one expected the 

event that would change the world that day.  

 
Expectations are everything. We often have high expectations for a 

Lexus or a Cadillac. However, we may not expect much excitement from 
a golf or tennis competition if we have never played the game. What you 
expect colors whether you think something is good or bad. As you cele-
brate the resurrection of Jesus, how would you rate Easter compared to 
Christmas, Thanksgiving or even the Fourth of July? Sadly, a lot of people 
would prefer just to skip Easter. There are no football games, presents, or 
even fireworks on Easter. Easter is a time of bunnies, colored eggs, and 
pastel dresses. Boring! Don’t write Easter off yet. I would submit that you 
have to understand Easter to see its value. What you expect of Easter often 
determines the blessings that you receive. 

If you have low expectations of Easter, take heart. Both the friends 
and enemies of Jesus were not expecting much either. His friends hid in 
the upper room trying to figure out what life without Jesus was going to 
be. Their hearts felt empty because they felt like the good times were over. 
His enemies thought they had beaten him, but feared a deception. “So give 
the order for the tomb to be made secure until 
the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come 
and steal the body and tell the people that he has 
been raised from the dead.” Matt. 27:64 Jesus 
had proclaimed that He would rise from the 
dead. His enemies never thought He would rise, 
but they wanted to prevent a hoax from happen-
ing. Both groups never expected the resurrec-
tion.   

On Easter, everyone saw how great He is. 
The women came hoping to finish embalming a 
dead body. Jesus had told them that He would 
rise again, but no one believed it. With sad and 
heavy hearts they came to finish the burial. To 
their surprise, they saw angels who had a mes-
sage. “He is not here; he has risen, just as he 
said. Come and see the place where he lay.” Matt. 28:6 Jesus was not 
their dead friend, but a living Savior. He had risen just as He said He 
would. He is the Almighty Son of God who had come to save the world 
from sin. God had higher expectations of Easter than anyone else. Jesus is 
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Welcome to the April newslet-
ter. Our focus this month is East-
er. Easter is such an important 
part of our faith and is the center 
of the Bible. Easter should be life 
changing, and it should teach us 
something new about Jesus. My 
hope is that you will learn some-
thing about Easter that you never 
knew. Feel free to pass this on to 
others. All the devotions are from 
either my books or my blog.  

 
I am always interested in your 

opinion. If you have comments on 
the content or style of anything in 
this newsletter, send your com-
ments to me at the email above.  
 

If you like this PDF newslet-
ter, you can sign up to receive a 
monthly email that has this 
newsletter embedded in it by 
sending me by signing up on the 
website at 
www.32daysdevotions.com.  

Continued on next page 



What I learned 
Easter is meant to change lives. 
The first thing that you notice is 
that Jesus didn’t march into the 
temple and confront or condemn 
the religious leaders. He didn’t 
walk through walls into Pilate’s 
chamber and tell him, “I told you 
so!” They would not have listened 
any more than Ebenezer Scrooge.  

Jesus revealed himself after his 
resurrection only to believers. He 
revealed himself only to those who 
were ready to change and to accept 
the gracious gifts that He had to 
give on that first Easter. He would 
not waste his time or His gifts on 
the hard of heart.  

In some ways, I wish that Jesus 
would appear on Easter and show 
himself so that more people would 
believe. It won’t happen. Who be-
lieves in statues that weep or even 
a miracle healing of someone who 
has cancer? Only individuals who 
believe in Jesus already. His ap-
pearance to the world has to wait 
for the last day and then it will be 
in judgment.  

The question is whether you are 
open to change. If you are unsure 
about who Jesus is, are you ready 
to listen to his gifts to you? If you 
are already a believer, are you 
willing to move to a new level in 
your relationship with Him? It is 
going to get personal for Easter is 
the story of the personal contact of 
Jesus.  

Easter is more than bunnies and 
eggs. It is a personal connection 
with Jesus that is meant to change 
lives. It can take the Christian to a 
deeper level of faith and the per-
son who doesn’t know Jesus to 
live saving Salvation.  

bigger than we think. 
Two disciples heard the news that Jesus had risen but just couldn’t 

believe it. It didn’t make sense. Leaving Jerusalem, their minds were con-
fused when they met a stranger. They told him how they had hoped that 
Jesus would change their life, but their hopes were shattered. The stranger 
replied, “Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his 
glory?" Luke 24:26.  The stranger with them was Jesus Himself, and He 
began to explain to them how the Messiah had to suffer if the promises of 
salvation were going to be fulfilled. It was a moment that changed their 
expectations of the cross. They rushed back to Jerusalem to share the news 
with the others. Jesus was alive.  

The resurrection was just the beginning. Jesus had higher expectations 
for the future. “You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you 
what my Father has promised.” Luke 24:48-49 The disciples had seen 
something special, and they were to share their witness about what Jesus 
had done. Jesus wanted to change the world and give them the gift of sal-
vation. The resurrection was just the beginning. Easter would impact the 
world. It would bring mercy to those weighed down with sin. It would 
bring eternal life and spare those who believe from the pain of hell. It was 
truly a day to celebrate and tell the world about what Jesus had done.  

The disciples came to this day with heartache. They didn’t expect any-
thing special to happen. You and I don’t have to make that same mistake. 
We know that Jesus is alive. We come to Easter each year knowing that 
we will celebrate His gift of life for us. Easter has changed everything. 
Our sins are forgiven, and our future is now heaven bound. Just ponder for 
a moment what life without Easter would be. There would be no for-
giveness, and you and I would be bound for hell. Realize that millions of 
people across the earth are in that predicament. Easter doesn’t exist for 
them because no one has shared the story of Easter with them. They still 
don’t expect much from Easter.  

You can change people's attitudes just like the disciples did. On Easter 
Day, there was only a handful who knew what Jesus had done. That was 
soon to change. Many people believe that a million people had faith in the 
resurrection by the year 100 AD and that by 350 AD, Christianity had con-
quered the Roman Empire. The message did change lives, and it can alter 
the future of the people around you if you tell them. Let their expectations 
be high. Look beyond the bunnies and the Easter Eggs to what Jesus has 
done. Easter is all about expectations. If you expect much, it will be the 
greatest day of the year.  
•    Who do you know who is not impressed with Easter? What impresses 
you enough about the resurrection that you will take the time to share it 
with them? 
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Easter is life changing 
John 20:10-23 

From www.32daysdevotions.com 
 
 

 
Are you open to change? Easter is meant to change 
lives. The first thing that you notice is that Jesus didn’t 
march into the temple and confront the religious leaders or 
say “got ya!”. They would not have listened any more than 
Ebenezer Scrooge. Jesus revealed himself after his resurrection only to believers. He revealed him-
self only to those who were ready to change and to accept the gracious gifts that He had to give on 
that first Easter. He would not waste his time or His gifts on the hard of heart. The question is whether 
you are open to change. If you are unsure about who Jesus is, are you ready to listen to his gifts to 
you? If you are already a believer, are you willing to move to a new level in your relationship with 
Him? The Easter story features four life changing statements from Jesus for you and me.   
 
A. Why are you crying? v. 15 Under normal circumstances, this would have been a silly ques-
tion. Mary is standing at the tomb of a loved one, and his body is gone. Jesus knew what His resur-
rection meant. “Open your eyes Mary and see me so that you can leap for joy.” Many have not let that 
simple message hit home. Joy is right before them, but they are confused and not willing to accept it 
or have never really thought about the meaning of the empty tomb. 
B. Go to my brothers v. 17 In the past, Jesus had called the twelve disciples servants or 
friends. Now He calls them brothers because they share in His resurrection power and glory. You are 
brothers and sisters in Christ. You call God Father every time you pray the Lord’s Prayer. Easter has 
elevated you just as it did the disciples.  
C. As the Father has sent me, I am sending you v.21 
Jesus gave them Shalom and called them to go and spread 
His peace to the world. The message of Easter would take 
away the guilt of the burdened and bring hope to those who 
were lost and confused about the future. Easter is your call to 
spread this message as well. So fan out and tell others 
what Jesus has done. Jesus is here, and He will help. 
D.Receive the Holy Spirit v. 22 How will we bring God ’s 
peace to others? The disciples and everyone who heard the Easter news was empowered with the 
Spirit to get the message out. They would speak the gospel message and the Spirit would change the 
hearts of many who heard the message. Now you receive the Spirit. He empowers you by giving you 
the words to say to your friends and family. 
 
What makes Easter Different? There were at least five resurrection appearances of Jesus on 
the first Easter. Everyone was to a believer so that their life could be transformed and their sorrow 
turned to joy. Easter was not a day of doctrines, but a day where people could touch the wounds in 
his hands and feel the love in His voice. It was a day in which Jesus transformed the disciples who 
were scared and discouraged into men and women who were excited and who never wanted to let go 
of the salvation and love of Jesus the rest of their lives. They became bold and even willing to die ra-
ther than lose Jesus from their lives. Reach out and touch Jesus today. Touch his wounded hands as 
the disciples did and believe. Open your heart so that you might be changed. 

Connections  
A writer is somewhat worthless without a community. This section is bare, but my hope is that in the 
future others who are part of my community will have some of their writings here. It could be a short 
devotion, thought about the church or something that they are doing to make their church or commu-
nity better. If you would like to have your work showcased here, send it to me at 
32daysdevotons@gmail.com. Keep it no more than 600 words, please. I will be waiting to hear from 
someone. 



Did you know? 

Who saw Jesus between Easter and the resurrec-
tion?  

 
There were at least five resurrection appearanc-

es of Jesus on Easter Day.  
 Mary Magdalene – John 20:11-18 
 Other women – Matt 28:9-10 
 Peter – Luke 24:34 
 Emmaus disciples – Luke 24:13-32 
 The 10 disciples – John 20:19-25 
 
Other appearances include:  
 All 11 disciples – John 20:26-31 
 The 11 on the mountain – Matt. 28:16-20 
 A crowd of 500 – 1 Cor. 15:6 
 Jesus’ brother James – 1 Cor. 15:7 
 Disciples at the Ascension – Acts 1:3-8 
 

Where is the tomb of Jesus?  
 
Most of us picture the garden tomb as Jesus’s 

burial place. It has the look of what Jesus’ tomb 
may have looked like. The real place of the tomb is 
probably different. The Emperor Constantine or-
dered in 325 AD that a pagan temple in Jerusalem 
be replaced with a Christian church. During the 
building of that church, Constantine’s mother, Hele-
na is said to have discovered the tomb of Jesus. 
The place of the tomb and of Golgotha lie inside 
the tomb of the Holy Sepulcher pictured below. The 
grave is inside the structure pictured that is inside 
the church.  

News and notes:  
 
Now that Easter is finished, my main project is to 

finish my third book, 32 days with God’s Story. The 
book has 32 devotions and 12 Bible studies that take you 
from creation to the book of Revelation. It grew out of a 
sermon series on “The Story” and is an attempt to help 
people to see a broad picture of God’s love in the Bible. 
You will gain a sense of the history of the Bible and 
God’s love for His people at every turn. The book should 
come out in June or early July. You will be able to buy it 
in soft cover or for your Kindle at Amazon.com.  

The other thing that I am working on is a series of 
sermons and Bible studies on the last half of the book of 
Nehemiah. My church like most others could use a boost, 
and this section is Nehemiah’s revival of the church in 
Jerusalem. There are some great lessons about the im-
portance of scripture and God’s forgiveness. There is a 
message on commitment and another on celebrating all 
that we have as God’s people. You can look for weekly 
devotions based on those messages starting in May on the 
blog: 32daysdevotions.com. If people write me at the 
address in the masthead of this newsletter, I would be 
willing to send the sermons or Bible studies to them 

Finally, the big news for me is that I am going to 
have my first grandchild in July. I am so excited about 
this change in life. My daughter has even arranged for me 
to baptize my grandchild at her church. That will be a 
moment to remember the rest of my life.  

I enjoy writing these sermons and studies. It is a 
chance to draw close to the Lord and to change lives. The 
power of the word never ceases to amaze me. People can 
pick up a Gideon Bible in a hotel and be moved to tears 
and then to joy. I pray that the messages that I put to pa-
per have that kind of impact on even a few people. If so, 
then it will all be worth it. God calls us to share, and this 
is one way to share what he has done for us all. May the 
Lord bless you. I’ll talk to you again next month. 

Be sure to look for my first two books. They are 

both available on Amazon.com in softcover and for 

Kindle. Each book has 32 devotions and 12 Bible 

studies with leader’s guides. If you want a sample of 

each of the books, it is available on my website: 

32daysdevotions.com. Just look in the book and 

booklet section.  


