
Easter is life changing 

John 20:10-23 

April 16, 2017 - Easter Sun 

Big idea: Let Easter change our world by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Are you open to change?  

Easter is meant to change lives. The first thing that you notice is that Jesus didn’t march into the temple 

and confront or condemn the religious leaders. He didn’t walk through walls into Pilate’s chamber and 

tell him, “I told you so!” They would not have listened any more than Ebenezer Scrooge.  

Jesus revealed himself after his resurrection only to believers. He revealed himself only to those who were 

ready to change and to accept the gracious gifts that He had to give on that first Easter. He would not 

waste his time or His gifts on the hard of heart.  

In some ways, I wish that Jesus would appear on Easter and show himself so that more people would 

believe. Who believes in statues that weep or even a miracle healing of someone who has cancer? 

Only individuals who believe in Jesus already. His appearance to the world has to wait for the last day 

and then it will be in judgment.  
The question is whether you are open to change. If you are unsure about who Jesus is, are you ready to listen to his 

gifts to you? If you are already a believer, are you willing to move to a new level in your relationship with 

Him? It is going to get personal for Easter is the story of the personal contact of Jesus.  

 

Four life-changing Easter statements from the Lord.  

A. Why are you crying? v. 15 "Woman,” He said, “why are you crying?"  

Under normal circumstances, this would have been a silly question. Mary is standing at the tomb of a 

loved one, and his body is gone. She saw only confusion and sadness. Jesus knew what His 

resurrection meant. “Open your eyes Mary and see me so that you can leap for joy.” 

Jesus was alive and had fulfilled all the Old Testament promises of forgiveness and salvation. The cross 

had taken their guilt. The empty tomb meant that eternal life was theirs. Jesus had told them all that 

was coming. Remember and be excited for Jesus is alive and it is a brand new day.  

Many have not let that simple message hit home. They are looking at the empty tomb, but they are 

confused and not willing to accept it. They will continue to live without any of the blessings that we 

will talk about today. None of those benefits come if you don’t first see Jesus.  

Others see Jesus but have not thought about the meaning of the empty tomb. They can tell you that Jesus 

has risen, but they don’t understand how his resurrection affects their lives. They still weep in tragedy. 

They still feel guilt. They need to take a new look at Jesus and His tomb so they can have joy.  

 

B. Go to my brothers v. 17 Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. 

Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and 

your God.'"  

In the past, Jesus had called the twelve disciples servants or friends. Now He calls them brothers because 

they share in His resurrection power and glory. It is a new relationship for they are partners in that 

ministry. They will do miracles and preach to crowds.  

The next days would change them. The group of men and women scared and hiding in the upper room 

would become bold and pray to the Father as Jesus did. They will call upon God to keep His promises 

and change the world. They were brothers in the greatest ministry to hit the world.  

You are brothers and sisters in Christ. You call God Father every time you pray the Lord’s Prayer. Easter 

has elevated you just as it did the disciples. You can grasp the meaning of the cross and how it will 

bring salvation to the world. You can pray claiming the promises of God.  

You have no reason to be afraid of God. Easter has shown you the depth of God’s love for you. Easter has 

made you part of the family and opened the gates of heaven so that you can pray at the throne of God. 

You are a child of God with all the rights and responsibilities. Jesus calls you brother and sister.  



 

C. As the Father has sent me, I am sending you v.21 Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the 

Father has sent me, I am sending you."  

Jesus gave them Shalom and called them to go and spread His peace to the world. The message of Easter 

would take away the guilt of the burdened and bring hope to those who were lost and confused about 

the future. As He had brought this peace to the people, they should go and bring it to others.  

They would speak to the very Sanhedrin that had put Jesus on the cross. They would fan out across the 

world with Thomas going to India and Peter going to Rome. Easter gave them a mission and a 

message. The gospel was theirs to share so that others might have this peace from Jesus.  

Easter is your call to spread this message as well. Churches on this day and in the following weeks should 

be filled with people that we invited to come and hear about the peace Jesus gives. This message 

should be music to the ears of this stress and worry filled nation. Easter has changed everything.  

So fan out and tell others what Jesus has done. Tell them about how his cross takes away guilt. Tell them 

how his resurrection gives hope. Tell them that they have a friend who they can always talk to in 

prayer. Let them know that things are different. Jesus is here, and He will help.  

 

D.  Receive the Holy Spirit v. 22 And with that, he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  

In the Old Testament, there were times that prophets or kings received the gift of the Spirit so that they 

could do extraordinary things. Now the Spirit is given to all. The disciples and everyone who heard 

the Easter news was empowered with the Spirit to get the message out.  

They would speak the gospel message and the Spirit would change the hearts of many who heard the 

message. They could believe the impossible, namely that Jesus has risen from the dead and earned 

heaven for those who believed. God gave them the power of the Spirit so that their message could 

work miracles.  

(Blow on them) And now you receive the Spirit. Receive the power of God himself so that you can go and 

proclaim the message that you have heard today. You have come in contact with the personal savior, 

Jesus Christ. Now share His message so that others can be touched by Him.  

You cannot do this ministry alone and so the Holy Spirit has come into you at your baptism and He 

empowers you by giving you the words to say to your friends and family. He will go forth into their 

hearts as you speak and many will have salvation and peace. They will hear and believe because you 

will release the Holy Spirit into their lives by telling them the Easter story.  

 

What makes Easter Different? 

Easter gets personal 
There were at least five resurrection appearances of Jesus on the first Easter. Everyone was to a believer 

so that their life could be transformed and their sorrow turned to joy. Easter was not a day of 

doctrines, but a day where people could touch the wounds in his hands and feel the love in His voice.  

It was a day in which Jesus transformed the disciples who were scared and discouraged into men and 

women who were excited and who never wanted to let go of the salvation and love of Jesus the rest of 

their lives. They became bold and even willing to die rather than lose Jesus from their lives.  

Easter still is not just a story. It is Jesus coming to you. He comes to wipe away the tears from your eyes 

and fill you with the joy of this day. Our Lord comes and makes you brothers and sisters and children 

of God. He comes to personally hand you the greatest gift ever given. He gives the gift of life.  

Do you feel Him? There will be many today who will still walk away from the empty tomb and not 

understand. Reach out and touch Jesus this morning. Grab hold of Him as Mary did. Touch his 

wounded hands as the disciples did and believe. Open your heart so that you might be changed.  

 

 

 

 



It is different for those who encounter Jesus personally 

Many will let another Easter pass and nothing will change. They hear the story and see the empty cross in 

the front yard of a church and find the story impossible to believe. They may even check out the facts 

and dismiss it as just a religious fairy tale. They will still be trapped in their guilt and their fears.  

Pray that people you know will encounter Jesus personally today. Pray that they will see Jesus face to face 

and feel His love. He can transform them. He can take away their guilt and let them feel loved in a 

way that the world cannot give. He can open their heart and this day can change the rest of their lives.  

Pray that those who know Him might come to a deeper understanding and friendship. Like the disciples 

on Easter, many don’t know what to make of Jesus. Let them see His commitment to them and help 

them to have a deeper commitment to Jesus.  

Let this Easter change the church so that we truly are brothers and sisters ready to press the Father to keep 

every promise. Let us commit ourselves to share the message with others. Christ has sent us to change 

the world by letting others encounter Him as we have this morning.  

We have a mission and a message. Let Easter change the world around us by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

John 20:10-23  
10 Then the disciples went back to their homes, 11 but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she 

wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body 

had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 13 They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" 

"They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him." 14 At this, 

she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 15 "Woman," 

he said, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she said, 

"Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him." 16 Jesus said 

to her, "Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). 

17 Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my 

brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 18 

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that 

he had said these things to her. 19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 

were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

"Peace be with you!" 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were 

overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 21 Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent 

me, I am sending you." 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If 

you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."  
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