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Introduction 
These Lenten Bible studies will walk you step by step through the major events of the 

passion. You will sit with Jesus in the upper room as Jesus transforms the Passover into the Last 

Supper. You will walk with Jesus to Gethsemane and through the trials to hear His prayer and 

see His resolute obedience to the Father. You will experience His suffering on the cross and 

learn what His sacrifice means for you. Finally, you will experience the joy of Easter and 

understand why this is the most important gift you and I receive. Walk with Him through these 

hours and learn from Him. See His compassion and dedication for you first hand.  

 As you follow the passion of Jesus, let His passion become your passion. Let your character 

and values reflect the character of Christ. Let your desire be that others around you might know 

and believe in this story as you proclaim the love of Jesus and show His influence and blessings 

in your life. Let others see the care and love that Jesus has for them in a world where it is often 

each man for himself. We have someone who loves us. You and I know how much Jesus loved 

us and how He showed that on the cross. It is up to us to help others to see Jesus’ passion for 

their lives and the blessings that are available to every man, woman, and child who believe in 

Him and His cross.  

The challenge to you 
This booklet is to be shared with friends and neighbors. If they are near, encourage them to 

come and join the discussions on Wednesday nights. We will have simple food at 6:30 and 

discussion at tables beginning at 7 PM. Each lesson has some structured questions that we will 

work through and some “For deep discussion” questions that have no correct answers.  

Please feel free to give copies so that your friends and relatives can work through the study 

by themselves. The leader’s guide will be posted for download on www.32days devotions.com. 

Our goal is to get as many people as possible into the word so that they can walk with Jesus 

through the passion.  

Outline of our trip 
6:30 food, 7 PM discussion at Bethany 

  

Feb 14 Bethany (Anointing Jesus)  

Feb 21 Mount of Olives (Palm Sunday) 

Feb 28 Gethsemane (Prayer) 

Mar 7 Caiaphas’ house (Trial)  

Mar 14 Courtyard below (Peter Denial)  

Mar 21 Fort Antonia (Pilate) 

Mar 28 Upper Room (Maundy Thurs.)   

Mar 29 Golgotha (Good Friday) 

April 1 Empty Tomb (Easter) 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feb 14 Bethany (Lent 1)  

02 Love Stands Out 

Mark 14:1-9 

 

Context: John places this event on the Friday before Palm Sunday. Mark’s placement contrasts 

Judas’ treachery with an extravagant gift of love. John names the woman as Mary, the sister of 

Martha and Lazarus. Jesus was eating with Simon, the leper at his home in Bethany, a town two 

miles east of Jerusalem on the way to Jericho.  

 

The evening news can be depressing as it tells of murder, war, and greed. We feel like evil is 

winning and the Lord is losing. Can anything change the sad state of our world? The simple 

answer is yes. Acts of love and kindness change everything. We just have to be daring and bold 

enough to do them. At times, that may be hard. Surrounded by selfish people, it is easy to 

become like the crowd. It is easy to withhold our generosity because we feel that we have not 

been loved. When one person breaks that pattern, it can be compelling. The power of love given 

in honor to Jesus Christ can fill a room. It is so memorable that it will have an impact for years to 

come.  

It was six days before the Passover (John12:1), that is right before Palm Sunday. Jesus came 

to stay with Mary and Martha in Bethany and there He received a gift of love as a woman poured 

perfume on His head. (v.3) John tells us that this was Mary, the sister of Lazarus (John 12:3).  

The gift was expensive, worth a full year’s salary and its fragrance would have filled the room. 

She had felt the love of Jesus, perhaps at the raising of Lazarus, her brother, from the dead. 

Mary's gift was her way to honor one who had loved her so much.  



Not everyone understands this gift of love. Some of the guests were aghast when she had 

poured the costly perfume on Jesus’ head and feet (v.4). Many felt that if she had wanted to 

worship God, she should have sold the perfume and given the proceeds to the poor. Not 

understanding what she has done, the others rebuke her for this gift of love. John tells us that it is 

Judas who protested the most. He wanted the money put in the disciple’s treasury so that he 

could steal from it. In an instant, Mary’s face goes from pure joy and excitement to one of 

embarrassment and sadness. She had wanted to do something special for the one she loved, and 

those around her mocked her act of worship.  

It is Jesus who rose to her defense. (v.6) He rebukes the disciples and praises what she has 

done. He understands her heart and is honored by the gift. Mary may have sensed and feared the 

dangers for Jesus in Jerusalem since she lived only 2 miles from the capital city. She wants to 

use this opportunity to show her love while there is still time. Jesus acknowledges what lies 

ahead in the next week when he proclaims “she poured perfume on my body beforehand to 

prepare for my burial” (v.8). The gift of the perfume is not a waste because it gives honor and 

love to Jesus.  

Love given promptly has power. Sometimes the greatest gifts are the ones that we offer on 

the spur of the moment. We see a neighbor struggling to shovel their driveway, and we stop to 

help. We stay overnight with a friend suddenly alone in the hospital. Love isn’t always 

calculated, and it often doesn’t come at times that fit comfortably into our schedules. It sees a 

need, and it reaches out because we love Jesus. It helps when help is needed not when it is most 

comfortable for us. It often comes with sacrifices of our time and money at the most 

inconvenient times. Such love has exceptional power because it came at a time when people 

needed it the most. Such love has energy because it came from our heart and not our mind.  

This love given from the heart is remembered (v.9) in three of the four gospels. It must have 

been a memory that stuck with the disciples for years. This act of worship has encouraged 

millions of people to show love and kindness to others. We often complain about the coldness or 

selfishness of the world. What we forget is that we have the power to change a piece of the world 

with the love of Jesus. One act of selfless love can change the course of a person’s life. It can 

inspire them to love others, and it surely will be remembered for years. Change often happens as 

one person touches another with love and they, in turn, touch others with the love that they have 

received from Jesus through people like you and me.    

•    What the most beautiful thing that you have you seen one person do for another? What 

were some of the lasting results of this simple act of kindness? 

 

Feb 14 Bethany (Lent 1)  

02 Love Stands Out 

Mark 14:1-9 

 

Matthew and Mark put this event just before the Last Supper, while John included it just 

before the Triumphal Entry which is probably the correct chronological position for the story. 

Mark sandwiched this beautiful event between two sections dealing with the plot to eliminate 

Jesus so that we could see love contrasted with treachery. John’s gospel tells us that it was 

Mary, the sister of Lazarus whom Jesus had raised from the dead who shares her love with 

Jesus. Pouring her perfume on Jesus’ head filled the room with the scent of love. Her selfless 

act is criticized, but Jesus accepts her gift and defends her before the disciples. One wonders 



how much this act of love meant to Jesus as He entered the dark days to come. Mary teaches us 

to keep showing God’s love even if others don’t understand our gift. 

 

 

1.    If you had fifty thousand dollars to spend on someone in your family, what would you 

buy?  

Answers will vary. Encourage the group to go wild and think of things that are outrageous. It 

may be an elaborate vacation or a motorhome. It might be a party for all 200 of their extended 

relatives so the whole family can be together just once. You might also ask what it would be 

like when the money was spent, and there was nothing left.  

 

2.    When and where did the events of this story take place? (14:1-3)  

This story took place just days before Passover in the city of Bethany just outside of Jerusalem. 

Jesus had come to Bethany to stay with Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. Mark places this story 

between the two accounts of the desire to arrest Jesus to highlight the love of this woman. 

While the text doesn’t name the woman, John’s gospel tells us that she is Mary of Bethany, the 

sister of Lazarus and Martha (John 11). By placing this story between the accounts of the plot 

to arrest Jesus, Mark contrasted the treachery of Judas and the leaders with the love and loyalty 

of Mary.  

 

3.    What astonishing thing did a woman do while Jesus was visiting Bethany? (14:3) Why 

would this woman make this great a sacrifice for Jesus? (Hint: see John 11)  

This woman broke open a jar of expensive perfume and poured it on Jesus’ head. An alabaster 

jar was a beautiful and expensive vase with a long, slender neck carved from translucent 

gypsum. This jar filled with pure ointment (nard) was purposely broken and poured on Jesus’ 

head. Mary's gift to Jesus (a pint of this costly perfume, according to John 12:3-5) was worth a 

year's wages and filled the room with its fragrance. Three hundred denarii were the yearly wage 

paid for an average worker in Judea. The gift makes sense if you remember that this is only a 

few weeks after Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11). Many of us would want to 

thank someone who healed a close family member. Mary had been given back her brother and 

was expressing her love and appreciation for Jesus.  

 

4.    What reaction did the woman’s actions get? What was suggested as a better use for 

this gift? (14:4-5)  

Mark says some of the disciples, but John mentions Judas as being the one who was upset. The 

alternative that is mentioned was a charade to hide their real motives. They resented the gesture 

as a total waste of a large sum of money. Judas may have also been greedy. As the treasurer of 

the group, he was in control of the money and according to John (John 12:6) had stolen money 

from the treasury of the disciples. Mark’s placement of this story may show that this event was 

what pushed Judas over the edge so that he was willing to betray Jesus.  

 

5.    What extravagant thing would you like to do for Jesus if you had the money even if 

others might think is a waste?  

Answers will vary. It might be that you would like to have a new organ in your church or a 

stained glass window. It might be that you would want to have a single day when you feed the 



hungry near your church or buy a bible for every kid in the neighborhood. The things we feel 

passionate about are different than the desires of others.  

 

6.    What does this incident tell us about the group’s understanding of Jesus and His 

mission? (14:4-6)  

The pious indignation seems to hide deeper feelings. Pouring out the ointment seems a waste 

because they do not yet understand the need to worship Jesus. They still see this act as thanks 

to a man instead of worship of their Lord. Giving the profit of the sale of the ointment 

accomplishes something tangible for them. Ironically, none of them would have questioned 

making a sacrifice at the altar in the temple. That gift goes up in smoke to the Lord instead of 

feeding the poor or helping those in need. Mary’s actions are criticized in part because they do 

not understand who Jesus is. 

 

7.    Whom did Jesus rebuke? How did Jesus justify Mary’s actions? (14:6-8)  

The disciples had missed the point and had made this woman who had wanted to honor Jesus 

feel as if she had done something wrong. Jesus rebukes the disciples and rises to the defense of 

Mary. He knew the heart of Mary and accepted what she had done. She had shown great love 

and appreciation for Jesus. He saw it as an act that would prepare Him for His burial and the 

events that were only a week or so away. There is a great lesson here in that we should not 

judge the good intentions of others even if it is not what we would have done in their place. 

Mary’s motives were good, and her heart was filled with love for Jesus.  

 

8.    What did Jesus predict? (14:9) How did that make this an extraordinary opportunity 

to worship Jesus?  

Jesus tells them that His burial will soon be coming. The time for such devotion and anointing 

Jesus would soon be past. Jesus would soon be gone from them physically. One wonders if 

Mary, living so close to Jerusalem, was more aware of the dangers that Jesus might be facing as 

He attended this Passover. She may have wanted to show her appreciation before it was too 

late. Jesus’ words on the poor do not disparage charity but were meant to highlight the time as 

Holy Week drew near. They could feed the poor later, but His cross was coming soon.  

 

9.    What do you think Jesus meant when He said: “She did what she could”? (14:8)  

Mary took the initiative. She used the resources that she had at hand and the opportunity she 

had to be with Jesus. While others often talked about doing something for Jesus, Mary did 

something extraordinary. Sometimes we may feel like we can’t be a foreign missionary for 

Jesus or give a million dollar gift to the church. That may be true, but each of us has sacrifices 

and contributions that we can use for the Lord. We just need to find our gifts and use them.  

 

10.    What can we learn about values from the woman in this story? (14:9) 

Mary's unselfish act will be remembered forever because the Lord chose to record her actions 

in scripture. While the disciples worried about what they saw as the best use of funds, Mary 

quietly loved Jesus and was so devoted to Him that she made the great sacrifice talked about in 

the text. Love given promptly has power. We do what we can and don’t wait for the perfect 

moment to show God’s love. Give freely from your heart, and you can change lives.  

 



11.    Mary was criticized for her act of selfless sacrifice. What keeps you from showing 

your love for Jesus and from making sacrifices for Him?  

Answers will vary but may include a fear of criticism like Mary received or busy lives that 

don’t take the time to show deep love for Jesus. The point of the story is that we have the 

power to change lives with the love of Jesus. Mary can inspire all of us to show love for our 

Lord and others. It will be remembered by God and by those who we have touched. We just 

need to use the resources that we have at hand and have the courage and love for Jesus to make 

modest sacrifices.  

 

12. What do Mary’s example and Jesus’ praise for it show you about the reasons for 

selfless service?  

Answers will vary, but three things in Jesus’ rebuke hit home for me. First, He tells the others 

to leave her alone. I need to respect the way that others may show their love for Jesus. It may 

not be the way I want to honor him, but if it comes from their heart and is filled with love, I 

should respect it. Second, Jesus saw what she had done as a good service. It came from the 

heart and was a genuine act of love. Finally, she did what she could. Each of us has unique 

ways that we can praise the Lord. For some, it might be using talents like music or art. Others 

can use the financial resources that they have been given. Each uses what they have been given 

by the Lord. What is important is that we find a way to honor the Lord.  

 

For deep discussion:  

 How do you judge how you use your resources for Jesus? What are good uses for you 

and what is not so good?  

 When should you listen to the opinion of others about how you use your gifts and when 

should you follow the desires of your heart?  

 How do you think Jesus “feels” when His children make sacrificial offerings merely 

because they love Him?  

 What is one way that you have been moved to show your devotions to Jesus this week 

 

 

Feb. 21 Mount of Olives (Lent 2)  

03 What Did You Expect?  

Luke 19:28-44 

 

Context: By this time Jesus was very well known. On Palm Sunday, the Sunday before His 

death, Jesus rode into town fulfilling the Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah. He rode 

down the hill on the eastern side of Jerusalem in full view of the city. Some cheered him and 

chanted their support. Others were appalled by this display.  

 

We can pray for days, and our loved one doesn’t get any better. We can pray for a better job 

or a better relationship with our spouse. Somehow, it doesn’t seem to happen, either. In the end, 

we get mad at God because He didn’t meet our expectations. Our problem is that our 

expectations are not built around the real Jesus. We try to fit Him into our mold instead of 

seeing the genuine article. The Prince of Peace can change our lives and bring real joy, but we 

need to let Him give the peace and healing that He has chosen for us. Like the people on Palm 



Sunday, we often want one solution, and Jesus wants to give us something far better and more 

lasting.  

As Jesus comes down the hill toward Jerusalem, many cheered for a king. (v.38) Pilgrims 

who had come to Jerusalem lined the road shouting and waving palm branches because the 

“Son of David” (Matt. 21:9) had come to town. Their idea of peace would appear when this 

mighty Messiah who cured the sick, fed the crowds and even raised the dead brought political 

victory to His people over the Romans. The cheers, however, were temporary. Few understood 

the real peace that Jesus had come to bring. He had come to conquer sin and not conquer Rome.  

The Pharisees thought that the crowd’s words were blasphemy. They heard cheers for a 

Messiah and felt that Jesus was a fraud. The Pharisees jeered Him and commanded Him to 

rebuke His disciples (v.39). Their idea of peace was to get along with the Romans. A 

counterfeit Messiah coming into town might provoke a massacre by the Roman soldiers. Jesus’ 

reply seems to point back to Habakkuk 2:11 where Habakkuk had prophesied that even the 

stones of Jerusalem would cry out concerning the sins of the people. The Jews would face 

judgment because of sin. Only a Savior from sin could bring real peace.  

One would have expected Jesus to be beaming with pride at the cheers of the people on His 

arrival. Instead, we find Jesus in tears (v.41). After three years of teaching, the people still did 

not understand their need for a Savior. He would be rejected by many who did not recognize 

God’s plan of salvation. Finally, He saw God’s city and wept over the terrible judgment that 

would come to the city and the temple in just 40 years. Jerusalem and its people would be 

destroyed because they rejected the Messiah.  

Our expectations must be built on the real Jesus. There are still people who cheer for Jesus 

as the great teacher or healer, but who don’t feel that they need a savior to help them with their 

sin. There are also many who jeer at Jesus because they reject Him completely. It is no wonder 

Jesus still sheds tears. The real Jesus is a friend who wants to heal and teach, but who came 

most of all to save. Caught in sin, we should cheer that we have a savior who has paid for our 

sin. We should applaud that He helps us overcome the sins that keep us in bondage. Jesus is our 

king because He has freed us and brings us to the temple in heaven to be close to our God.  

The crowds were looking for another King David who would bring about a time of peace 

and prosperity for them. They wanted someone who would heal their illnesses and give them 

abundant bread. Such a king would not last. Just as the first David died; a political messiah 

would die, and his kingdom, would only wither away. God sends a better Messiah who brings 

eternal peace. Jesus is available to all generations. He is a king who has dealt with the human 

condition and not just its symptoms. Jesus is a savior who takes away the guilt and allows us to 

be in the presence of our God. He will always be with us to answer our prayers and to help us 

with the problems that the world brings our way. We should never try to make Jesus fill our 

mold. We need to take the time to see the real Jesus and let Him give us all the peace and 

blessings that can come only from Him.  

•    What reception would Jesus get if He came into your town today? What would the crowds 

want from Jesus? What would you be looking for? 

 

Feb. 21 Mount of Olives (Lent 2)  

03 What Did You Expect?  

Luke 19:28-44 

Jesus came into Jerusalem from the east side and down the Mount of Olives. The crowd 

that accompanied him was made up of followers and pilgrims on their way to the Passover 



celebration. Some may have thought that Jesus’ entry on a donkey showed that he was going to 

declare his kingdom. They broke into praise as they followed him into Jerusalem. Luke records 

the crowd’s aspirations for a conquering king as the leaders were afraid of conflict with Rome. 

Luke is the only Gospel writer who also records Jesus’ feelings. He saw through all the 

excitement that the people would reject Him in just a few days because He was not the kind of 

king that they wanted.  

 

1.    What is your favorite part of a parade? Why do you think people like parades so 

much?   

Answers will vary. Some will love the bands (which are my favorite); others will enjoy the 

floats especially if they throw candy or toys. Be sure to talk about when they last saw a parade 

and why people will stand for hours to get a better place to see a parade.  

 

2.    Jesus starts out in Bethany. How close is this to Jerusalem? (19:29) What other events 

happened in Bethany?  

Bethany is on the southeastern slopes of the Mount of Olives and is about two miles east of 

Jerusalem close to the road that leads to Jericho. Bethany was the home of Mary and Martha 

where Jesus ate with His disciples (Luke 10:38-42) and the site of the raising of Lazarus (John 

11). Jesus stayed in Bethany during the Passover and “commuted” into Jerusalem for the events 

of Holy Week. 

 

3.    What instructions does Jesus give to two of the disciples? (19:30-31) What challenge 

does Jesus foresee?  

Jesus told two of the disciples to go into the village and bring an unridden colt to Jesus for His 

journey into Jerusalem. The directions seem a little cryptic, but remember that Jesus was 

nearing the cross and one of His disciples would betray Him. It would seem that Jesus had 

made arrangements to borrow the colt. The plan had to be quietly completed before the Jewish 

leaders knew what was happening.  The owners of the animal are not mentioned in scripture, 

possibly because the Jewish leaders were excommunicating anyone who confessed Jesus (John 

9:22) and may have wished to harm anyone who helped Jesus with His entry into Jerusalem.  

 

4.    When has Jesus given you a task that seemed impossible? How did Jesus prepare you 

for the challenge?  

Most Christians have been given tasks that they thought were impossible. (The writing of this 

book has seemed at times difficult for me). Encourage them to talk about the tasks that seemed 

daunting and how the Lord does prepare us since He wants us to succeed. In my case, this book 

came about because of the Lord bringing a person named Rebecca who has a Christian 

publishing house into my life. It could have never happened without her help.  

 

5.    How do you picture the scene in verses 35-38? If you had been there, what sounds 

would you have heard and what emotions would have been present in the people around 

you?  

Answers will vary, but they might picture Jesus starting behind the hill traveling through 

people camped along the slope during the Passover celebration. Encourage them to hear the 

sounds and smells. Perhaps, a few people see Jesus at first and begin shouting. Maybe, they can 

smell the campfires of the pilgrims or the smell of the animals.  As they see Jesus, others drop 



what they are doing to come and stand along the sides of the road. First, one person and then 

another put their cloaks on the path. By the time that Jesus is going down the Mount of Olives, 

there is a massive crowd shouting and pressing on one another to get a glimpse of Jesus riding 

down. The significance of His entry into Jerusalem coming like the Messiah would not have 

been lost on the crowd.  

 

6.    What kind of reception do you think Jesus would get if He came to your town today?  

Answers will vary, but focus on how the people, the media, and the civic leaders would each 

react to Jesus. Also, ask how you think Jesus’s presence would affect modern Christians and 

churches. Joseph Girzone has written an excellent book called “Joshua” that explores what it 

would be like if Jesus quietly came to our town today. I highly recommend the book if you 

want to explore this idea further.  

 

7.    What do the people call Jesus as He entered the city? (19:38) What hopes or dreams 

of the people do those titles convey?  

The people call Jesus “king” and The expression "Blessed is the King who comes in the name 

of the LORD" may have been recited as part of the Passover tradition—as a blessing given by 

the people in Jerusalem to the visiting pilgrims (see Psalm 118:25-26). The people lined the 

road, praising God, waving branches, and throwing their cloaks in front of the colt as it passed 

before them. "Long live the King" was the meaning behind their joyful shouts because they 

knew that Jesus was intentionally fulfilling Old Testament prophecy. The people who were 

praising God for giving them a king had the wrong idea about Jesus. They expected him to be a 

national leader who would defeat the Romans and restore their nation to its former glory. They 

were deaf to the words of the Old Testament prophets and blind to Jesus' real mission. When it 

became apparent that Jesus was not going to fulfill their hopes, many would turn against him. 

 

8.    What has God done for you recently that made you want to shout it out or tell others?  

This question is a chance for a praise report. The crowd on Palm Sunday could easily have 

contained people who had been healed or who had listened to Jesus open up the scriptures for 

them. They had high hopes for the future with Jesus, and much of that was based on His help 

from the past or what they knew of Jesus. The more we shout out how Jesus has helped us, the 

more we will impact others and help them to see Jesus as their hope.  

 

9.    What do the Pharisees want Jesus to tell the crowd? (19:39) Why do you think that 

the Pharisees in the crowd are upset?  

The Pharisees practically order Jesus to rebuke the crowd and calm the people down. The 

Pharisees understood the Messianic undertones of the words of the people and thought that they 

were close to blasphemy. They also didn’t want someone challenging their power and their 

comfortable reality. If the people called Jesus “king,” it could lead to a revolt or a reaction by 

the Roman governor and army. Jesus’ answer recalls Habakkuk 2:11 where Habakkuk 

prophesies the judgment of God on Judah before the Babylonian captivity. If the praise for the 

Messiah were silenced, the walls of the city would bear witness to the city’s rejection of God’s 

servant.  

 

10.    What is Jesus’ reply to the Pharisees? (19:40) What does it say about the future?  



Jesus told them that if the people were quiet, the stones would cry out. It was a reference to 

Habakkuk 2:11 where Habakkuk had prophesized the judgment of God on the Jews before the 

fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC. The stones would cry out about the rebellion of the people against 

God as they fell under the siege of the Babylonians. The stones would again cry out as the 

Romans destroyed the city in 70 AD and the walls fell once again. Praise for the Messiah could 

not be silenced. Even the walls would show the sin of the people and their rejection of Him.  

 

11.    How would you characterize the feelings of Jesus after the Palm Sunday ride? 

(19:41-43) 

While the crowd celebrated, Jesus wept. He had come to bring peace through the cross, but the 

people had wanted triumph. Jerusalem, the city of peace, could have had real peace by 

accepting Jesus for who He was. Instead, the leaders rejected Jesus refusing God’s offer of 

salvation. The truth would be taken from the Jews, and the nation would suffer. About 40 years 

after Palm Sunday, the Romans would destroy the city as they crushed a rebellion of the 

people. In 70 AD, the city would be burned, and about six hundred thousand Jews would be 

killed as the city was taken.  

 

12.    What expectations do you have for Jesus? What do you want Him to come and bring 

into your life?  

It is helpful to look at what we want from Jesus. Is Jesus just a savior from sin and hell? Is He 

someone that we pray to each day because we have come to rely on Jesus’ help? (1 John 4:16) 

Christians have many expectations about who Jesus is and what He brings to our lives. The 

purpose of this question is not to judge anyone’s answers, but to help the group listen to each 

other and broaden their expectations of Jesus. He provides more for us than most of us ever 

realize.  

 

For deep discussion:  

 What do people in your community expect Jesus has come to do for them? In what 

ways are they right and in what ways are they wrong?  

 As you pray to Jesus, what are you looking for Him to bring into your life? What do 

you think that this text shows you about your expectations?  

 What do you think that Jesus is hoping people will ask Him? What does that say about 

who He is?  

 What could you and others do this week to help the world understand Jesus and have 

true expectations of His kingdom? 

 

Feb. 28 Gethsemane (Lent 3)  

16 Broken Sanctuary  

Luke 22:39-48 

 

Context: Jesus “went out as usual” to a quiet place where He could spend time praying before 

the arrest. The Garden of Gethsemane was on the Mount of Olives just east of Jerusalem and 

across from the temple. It was here that Jesus would draw strength from the Father.  

 

A sanctuary is a quiet place where we can collect our thoughts and find a little peace. 

Sometimes sanctuary is a place like a park bench or a porch swing. Sometimes it may be a 



relationship like a healthy marriage or special friend. We feel relaxed and as if all is right with 

the world. Gethsemane must have been such a place. Jesus seems to have gone there often. It was 

the first place that the betrayer would look for Him that night. What do you do when your 

sanctuary is broken? What do you do when life interferes with your peace or when your marriage 

is broken? Come to Jesus and learn from Jesus how to have sanctuary in chaos.  

Jesus knew what was coming. The disciples may have walked to the garden feeling some of 

the joy of the Passover. Jesus had come to pray. (v.42) He knows that Judas is already meeting 

with the Jews and that a mob will soon be assembled to take Him to the trials and ultimately the 

cross. He will be able to see their torches as they exit the eastern gate of Jerusalem, go down into 

the valley below and up the hill to the garden. The time of sanctuary is short. He must prepare 

for the chaos. Leaving the disciples at the edge of the garden, He begins to wrestle in prayer with 

what is coming.     

Prayer is His ultimate sanctuary. The strength of this place is not its beauty or the earthy 

scents of the plants and soil. The strength of this place is the quiet He needs to spend time with 

the Father. Jesus is in torment. (v.44). Luke shows the depth of His anguish in the garden. Sweat 

like drops of blood falls from His brow. He turns to the Father for help. He opens up a direct line 

to the heavens and seeks the help that only the Father can give. The world is about to explode 

around Jesus, but the Father is in control. He will pray three times this night. With every prayer, 

He lays His future and His whole being in the hands of the Father.  

The suffering that Jesus would face over the next 24 hours could not be taken away. The cup 

of sorrow that was the cross was the means of salvation for all mankind. Jesus had to face it, or 

mankind was doomed. The Father would not abandon the Son. He would send an angel and 

strengthen Jesus for the task ahead.  (v.43) Luke alone tells us of the Father’s gift. The sorrowing 

Jesus was prepared so that He could confidently face the upcoming trials. Leaving this place of 

prayer, Jesus was ready to meet Jew and Roman alike. He would even cause Pilate to be in awe 

of His calm demeanor. He would be prepared to bring salvation to mankind even though He 

knew the cost.  

As Jesus finished His prayer, He turned to the disciples. He knew of the temptation that they 

would face and the dangers that were all around them. Our Lord would protect them so that none 

of them would be lost that night. He will conquer their sin and give them life. He will become 

their sanctuary. Our earthly sanctuaries can all be broken, but our sanctuary with Jesus cannot be 

taken away. When we ask for His help in prayer, He will always be there. When we find 

ourselves in danger, He will be our shield. Jesus has faced the hazards of life on our behalf, and 

He will continue to watch over us and protect us if we call to Him in prayer.  

Jesus is our helper and our peace. In the midst of the trials of life and the great unrest, we 

have a place of sanctuary. Our safe harbor is prayer with Jesus. As we find that quiet place where 

the noise is gone, and we can concentrate on Jesus, we can lay all our troubles on Him. God may 

not always take the problems away. He may send an angel to give us strength just as He did 

Jesus in the garden. The important thing is that He will never abandon us. He will help us 

through each trial by guiding us and placing His power in our life. Sanctuary for us is not a 

place. It is a person. We find sanctuary and peace as we draw closer to the one who faced danger 

and death for us.  

•    Where is your life exploding right now? What would you ask the Lord for in prayer that 

could bring some calm and peace to your life?  



Feb. 28 Gethsemane (Lent 3)  

16 Broken Sanctuary  

Luke 22:39-48 

 

Luke highlights Jesus’ prayer life throughout his gospel. Having spent the evening with the 

disciples at the last supper, He came to Gethsemane and began to pray. In the garden, we see an 

intimate look at Jesus’ dependence on prayer. Prayer was not an escape from the difficulties of 

ministry. It was His sanctuary where He was strengthened by the Father so that he could 

overcome the fears of the cross. Jesus laid out the His heart to the Father showing the intensity of 

His feelings and was rewarded by strength given by an angel. How He wished that the disciples 

had taken the opportunity to pray, but they had fallen asleep and made themselves more 

susceptible to temptation on this night when Satan was at work. The garden is the story of what 

His sanctuary was able to bring to Him and what the sanctuary of prayer can bring to us. 

 

 

1.    Where do you go when you want to be alone and think? What makes that place 

unique?  

Answers will vary but might include a quiet place in the house, a park, or a special place like 

Rocky Mountain National Park or the Grand Canyon. The place may be distinctive because of a 

memory or just because it is close and “safe”.  

 

2.    What does this passage reveal about Jesus’s habits? (Luke 22:39) Why is time at 

Gethsemane important to Jesus as He prepares for the cross?  

Jesus was in the habit of coming to this place to pray and be with His disciples. Earlier in the 

week, they would have gone this way each night as they returned to Bethany. This time Jesus 

went only as far as the Mount of Olives for a special time of preparation. It was so familiar to the 

disciples that Judas knew to look for Jesus in this place (John 18:2). Jesus depended on prayer 

throughout His ministry. He has come here to be with the Father at a time when He needs the 

Father more than ever. The hours that Jesus would spend here would strengthen Him for the task 

ahead. He poured out His emotions even as He submits to the Father’s will.  

 

3.    What does Jesus ask the disciples to pray for? (Luke 22:40) Why was such a prayer so 

important?  

Jesus asks the disciples to pray that they would not be overcome by temptation. He would soon 

be taken from them.  They would need strength to face the temptation to run away or deny their 

faith. They would see Jesus die and find many of their hopes dashed. They could surely doubt 

everything that He had told them. It would be only by the strength of the Father and the Spirit 

that they would keep their faith and push aside the temptations that Satan would bring upon 

them.  

 

4.    Jesus prays “yours (will) be done” in verse 42. What does Jesus’ prayer reveal about 

His character and His relationship with the Father?  

Jesus speaks his true feelings as a man. He knows that Judas is already meeting with the Jews to 

plan His arrest. He knew the price He would pay for bringing salvation to men. The cross was 

the cup that the man Jesus didn’t want to drink. He reaffirmed His desire to do what God wanted. 



In this one sentence, we see both the terrible suffering and the total obedience of the Son to 

God’s mission of salvation. The time for sanctuary is short.  

 

5.    When you find yourself in a difficult situation, do you pray for deliverance or for 

strength to do what is right? What is the difference and what did Jesus pray for?  

Encourage them to be honest with this question. We often pray for deliverance from any pain or 

suffering. We want an easy way out. What Jesus prays for here is the strength to do the Father’s 

will. He knows that doing what God wants will not be easy because He understands the full 

effect of His upcoming death on the cross. The easy way out for Jesus would have condemned us 

to eternal punishment. He knew that He would have to die to save us. The easy way out is not 

always the best, and so we need to pray for God’s will and not our ease.  

 

6.    What does this passage tell us about Jesus’ physical and emotional condition shortly 

before His death? (22:44)  

Luke, the physician, is the only gospel writer that mentions “sweat like drops of blood.” By 

describing with the word “like” he may be describing sweat dropping heavily to the ground or a 

condition that results from the rupturing of blood vessels due to intense emotional stress. Luke 

wants us to see how difficult this was for Jesus. This portion may be bracketed in your English 

version of the Bible because it is not in some of the earliest manuscripts. The section does fit the 

tone and purpose of Luke the Physician. It is clear that Jesus was truly human as He faced the 

specter of dying on the cross. The cross was not easy for Him. He knew the pain ahead.   

 

7.    How was Jesus strengthened at this difficult time? (22:43) 

Angels often appear in the Christmas and Easter narratives in Luke. As God’s servants, they do 

His bidding. Luke also is the only writer to mention God sending an angel to strengthen Jesus in 

this horrible time of fear. The temptation to flee what was ahead may have been as difficult as 

the temptations He faced with Satan early in His ministry. His prayer reveals His terrible 

suffering. It is evident that the Heavenly Father noticed how difficult it was for Jesus and 

graciously gave Him encouragement and help as He faced this task. 

 

 

8.    What would times of regular prayer bring to your life when you face painful or 

difficult (22:43) times?  

Answers will vary, but the point is that we have someone who has demonstrated His love for us 

again and again. If we think about all the ways that God has helped us, we would never doubt 

that He always has our best interests at heart. Jesus had told the disciples to take time for prayer 

(22:40) as they entered the garden. As we experience troubles and temptations, God should be 

the first one that we seek and not the last. He alone can protect and help us through difficult 

times and provide us answers to our troubles.  

 

9.    What did Jesus find the disciples doing when He returned to them? (22:45) What was 

the reason for their exhaustion?  

Matthew’s gospel records that Jesus went back to the disciples several times finding them asleep 

each time. He needed their support in prayer for the task ahead was hard. Their exhaustion was 

probably a combination of a long day and Jesus’ words about His departure from them (John 

13:33). He had taught them a lot around the Last Supper table which could have easily left them 



emotionally exhausted. Sadly, their lack of prayer would be their undoing. Without God’s 

strength, they would all flee and leave Jesus to face His accusers alone. 

 

10.    How do Jesus’ actions and attitudes compare to the disciples in this time of crisis? 

Which are more effective and why?  

Jesus spends hours with the Father in prayer, was strengthened by God and would stand tall 

through the arrest, the trials, and even the cross. The disciples would run and hide with only one 

disciple shows his face at the cross. Prayer was Jesus’ fortress as it gave Him power from above. 

The disciples were exhausted and slept. One wonders how the story would have changed if they 

had spent even a fraction of the time that Jesus spent in prayer.  

 

11.    What are Jesus’ final instructions before the crowd comes to arrest Him? (22:46) 

What does tell us about the timing of prayer?  

Jesus again told the disciples that this was the time to pray. His hours in Gethsemane were over, 

and the trials would soon begin. Most of the disciples would spend the night hiding and in fear. It 

was still not too late to pray. They would need the extra strength that prayer could provide so that 

fear and other temptations would not overpower them. Jesus wanted his disciples to pray for 

courage to go through the coming ordeal. The disciples were about to see Jesus die. Jesus’ 

warning reminds us that even if we do not pray in preparation for trouble, we should pray when a 

problem comes so that we can draw strength from God during the difficult times. 

 

12.    What does Jesus teach us in Gethsemane about the sanctuary of prayer? What is one 

area in your life where prayer could bring greater peace?  

At the Last Supper, Jesus prepared the disciples for what lay ahead. Here in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, Jesus prepared Himself for the trial and the cross. We often tackle big projects 

without prayer. Jesus prayed before He chose the twelve disciples (Luke 6:12) and was 

transfigured after a time of prayer (Luke 9:28). He sought refreshment in prayer after healing a 

large number of people (Luke 4:42) and taught parables on prayer (Luke 18:1). Luke’s gospel, in 

particular, describes many times when Jesus left the ministry and disciples behind to take time to 

pray. Such strength and help can be ours as well in this gift from God. Have each person commit 

either verbally or have them write down one area that they will pray about this week. If your 

situation allows it, you might consider beginning your next Bible study with “prayer reports” that 

tell how the prayers helped the participants.  

 

For deep discussion:  

 How would you judge your prayer life on a scale of 1-10? Like Jesus (10) to like the 

disciples (1). What are its strengths and weaknesses?  

 What would a stronger prayer life do for you right now? How does a weak prayer life 

hold you and other Christians back?  

 What are the temptations or ministry opportunities you facing that desperately need some 

serious prayer time right now? What help and answers would you be seeking from the 

Lord as you pray?     

 What would Bethany and the church at large look like if the members spent 50% more 

time in prayer? How are we like the disciples that night when we don’t pray? 

 

March 7 Caiaphas’ house (Lent 4) 



18 Don’t Give In To Evil  

Mark 14:53-65 

 

Context: The trial before the Jews had three stages. Jesus first appeared before Annas, the 

former high priest in John 18. Mark 14 records the trial before the full Sanhedrin to hear 

witnesses. The group finally had an early morning session to pronounce judgment (Mark 15:1).  

 

Evil is all around us. It is a politician slinging dirt about a rival. It is a competitor who 

undercuts us in business. Our natural response is to be as crafty and mean-spirited as they are. 

We forget that Satan aims to make good people just as evil as the world in which they live. He 

wants to bring us down to the level of those who hurt us. He wants us to become evil. The way to 

fight sin is not by being evil, but by being good in the face of evil. In His trial, Jesus followed 

this simple principle: When surrounded by evil, don’t give in. He never became evil like those 

who wanted Him dead.  

Sadly, you can expect evil to play dirty. On the night before His crucifixion, Jesus did not get 

a fair trial. The outcome of the trial was determined long before the Sanhedrin had gathered. 

They looked for evidence, but Jesus was so good and holy that they were having trouble 

convicting Him. (v.55) Jewish law required that two witnesses come forward and agree on their 

testimony if a man was to be found guilty. Many falsely testified against Jesus, but the Sanhedrin 

could not find two witnesses that could agree. If they couldn’t find witnesses, the Sanhedrin 

would not be able to condemn Jesus under the “cloak” of justice. Evil would have to show itself 

for what it was.  

Usually, a person facing death will try to justify what they did. They will argue with 

witnesses and protest that they were innocent. Jesus kept quiet.  The silence of Jesus must have 

been unnerving for the High Priest who begins to demand that Jesus answer. (v.60) Jesus had the 

luxury of keeping quiet and letting evil destroy itself. The false testimonies could not agree. No 

charge was going to stick. He had led a holy life healing the sick and teaching people about the 

Father. Jesus would not respond with evil for evil. He would not panic. His silence spoke 

volumes about His innocence.  

The high priest, sensing that the trial is falling apart, does the unthinkable. He calls on Jesus 

to incriminate Himself by asking “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” (v.61). Jesus 

is under solemn oath and must answer. He knows that the answer will seal His fate. He will no 

longer keep silent. He must tell the truth even if it condemns Him. (v.62) To keep quiet when 

asked if He was the Christ might make it seem like this statement was just as false as the ones 

that came before it. Jesus boldly tells the truth invoking the Holy name of God, “I am.” He 

proclaims that the Jewish leaders will see the truth that they have refused to acknowledge when 

Jesus comes to judge them all.  

Jesus would have us give away worldly things so that we do not give away the heavenly 

things. Give away your money or your property rather than ruining your reputation. Let someone 

have the seat of power rather than scheming, and you will show the ones who are evil or 

unworthy. You have a character and values that you have been given by God at a great price. Do 

not let evil bring you down to its level. Respond with love and allow evil fall apart on its own. 

Live a life filled with love and mercy like Jesus so that people have difficulty finding a charge 

against you. People will remember your kindness, and your honesty as evil shows itself for what 

it is. Good defeats evil. More evil for evil brings down everyone involved.  



Instead of fighting evil, trust God to save you from evil. Jesus’ answer to Caiaphas is telling.. 

(v.62) Evil may think it has won, but God will triumph in the end. Everyone who condemned 

Jesus will face terror when they are judged on the last day by the Messiah who stands before 

them. God does judge evil at the proper time. Rather than becoming evil to fight evil, we would 

do well to live our lives in the purity and honesty of God. Let the Lord deal with those who 

would hurt us. We may face hardship at the hands of evil, but we need to be confident that the 

Lord protects His people.  

•    Who often makes you angry? How does your anger make things worse? What could you do 

to bring peace and kindness to this relationship? 

 

March 7 Caiaphas’ house (Lent 4) 

18 Don’t Give In To Evil  

Mark 14:53-65 

 

It was early Friday morning before daybreak. Jesus had been taken to the home of Annas 

who was the deposed high priest where he was questioned. Now Jesus is taken to the home of 

Caiaphas, the current high priest, and son in law of Annas. This meeting at night of the 

Sanhedrin took care of the preliminaries so that they were ready for the more formal meeting in 

the temple at daylight. Caiaphas and the other Jewish leaders had Jesus just where they wanted 

Him and were determined to be rid of Jesus as soon as possible. Jesus is a model for all of what 

to do when evil attacks. He is quiet when the room is filled with lies but is not afraid to answer to 

the truth. Don’t give in to evil, but keep your character so that the Lord can protect you.   

 

1. What injustice do you see in our society?  

Answers will vary but may include a greedy politician or children who are starving. To start 

things off, you might want to bring newspaper articles and have the group discuss what makes 

the acts in the newspaper an injustice and how society should deal with it.  

 

2. Who were gathered together (14:53) and what was their purpose? (14:55) 

After a preliminary trial at Annas’ home (mentioned only in John 18:12f), Jesus is taken to the 

home of Caiaphas, the current high priest. The language suggests that this was a trial by the 

Sanhedrin. The trial had two parts. First, they met at Caiaphas’ home to gather evidence. Then 

they had an official trial in the temple as soon as it was daylight.  

 

3. What perversions of justice do you see in this “trial”? (14:55-61) 

Several actions were illegal according to Jewish law and custom. First, this trial was being held 

at night outside the normal court (14:53). Second, the group was gathering evidence and could 

not make their statements agree (14:56). Honest people would have concluded that Jesus was 

innocent. Third, the high priest asks a question meant to get Jesus to incriminate Himself (14:61) 

The Jews thought that they had Jesus in their control and they were determined to get rid of Him 

as soon as possible. 

 

4. How do you think that the Jewish leaders would have rationalized all the illegal 

things that they did to try and get a verdict against Jesus? Why is rationalizing evil 

a dangerous thing?  



The religious leaders wanted Jesus out of the way and were willing to bend the truth and break 

the law to get rid of Him. They might justify it by saying that He was breaking the Jewish laws 

or that His actions were going to bring the Roman leaders to punish the people or even destroy 

Jerusalem. It was their envy of Jesus' popularity and fear of losing control caused them to hate 

Jesus. It is easy to rationalize sin and guilt. Suppressing our conscience and covering up evil will 

only lead to disaster. We must guard against the cascading effect of covering up evil desires. We 

need to follow the clear truth of scripture and our conscience if we want to keep from destroying 

ourselves.  

 

 

5. Why do you think Jesus remained silent as these accusations were made? (14:61) 

There seemed to be no shortage of witnesses that night, but none could agree. Jesus wisely lets 

the people make their conflicting accusations. It must have unnerved the chief priests to see Jesus 

quietly letting them destroy their own evidence. The Law of Moses decreed that no one could be 

put to death unless there were two or more witnesses. (Deut. 19:15) Jesus sat silently and let the 

Jews defeat themselves.  

 

6. How do you act when someone accuses you? Why do you feel compelled to react this 

way?  

Answers may vary, but many of us immediately proclaim our innocence. Explore the reactions of 

the group and ask why so many people act differently than Jesus. You might also explore what 

gave Jesus the confidence to remain quiet while the world seemed against Him and what makes 

us want to defend ourselves.   

 

7. What does the high priest ask in order to force Jesus to speak? (14:61) How does 

Jesus answer? (14:62) 

Caiaphas, the High Priest asks Jesus point blank if He is the Christ. Matthew’s gospel (Matt. 

26:63) tells us that Caiaphas had called Jesus to answer under oath this question so that Jesus 

was forced to answer according to Jewish law. It was an illegal move, but Caiaphas was not 

above skewing justice if he could get the evidence that he needed. Jesus had not bothered 

answering the false evidence, but to not answer this question would have seemed as if He was 

denying who He was. His answer, “I am” not only answers the question but points to Jesus’ 

divinity for “I Am who I am” is what God called Himself before Moses in Exodus 3:14.  

 

8. Jesus went on to say “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of 

the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (14:62) What is Jesus 

predicting will happen on the last day? How will the High Priest feel then?  

Jesus is referring to Daniel 7: 13-14 where “one like the Son of Man” was given authority over 

all the people. Jesus is predicting a great role reversal. In this courtroom, the Jews presume to 

judge Him, but on the last day, it will be Jesus who will judge them. Jesus is asserting His deity 

and presents a very scary picture for all those in the room. The high priest and the others should 

be shaking in their boots for they will face nothing but terror on the last day when they see an 

almighty Jesus at the right hand of God the Father.  

 



9. Why did the High Priest tear his clothes? (14:63) What did they feel was 

blasphemous about Jesus’s statement?  

 

The high priest tore his clothes because Jesus had just claimed to be “I am”. In his mind, this 

lawbreaker had just claimed to be God and was surely leading people astray. If anyone else had 

made that claim, it would have been blasphemy and punishable by death. We know the truth that 

Jesus is God and that He will be the one sitting at God’s right hand judging all men. His words 

about being God and the prediction that they would see the Son of Man on the last day should 

have brought repentance. Instead, they brought anger.  

 

10. What punishment did the chief priest pronounce on Jesus? (14:64) How did the 

Jews show their disdain for Jesus? (14:65)  

 

Blasphemy was punishable by death according to Leviticus 24:16. Jesus had just given them all 

the evidence that they needed. No more witnesses would be called for because their witnesses 

were worthless anyway. While they should have recognized Jesus as a great prophet (for no one 

else could do miracles as He had done), they were blind and refused to listen to His teachings or 

judge them by scripture. Instead, they showed their disdain for this “false prophet” by spitting on 

Him and striking Him with their fists.  

 

11. How does Jesus’ behavior differ from the behavior of the chief priests and elders? 

What can you learn from Jesus about dealing with those who oppose you?  

 

The Jews had their minds made up before they came to the trial. They tried to use lies, 

intimidation, and fear to bring false evidence against Jesus. Jesus remained silent to all the false 

accusations and spoke only when silence would seem like a denial of the truth. They were angry 

and Jesus was calm. They were out of control and Jesus was totally in control of the situation. 

Jesus is an example of patience, calmness, and confidence for us when we find ourselves dealing 

with people who oppose us. Like Him, we must trust God in these difficult situations. If there is 

time, ask the class how they might implement what Jesus has taught us. It is one thing to know 

what to do and another to have a strategy to do it.  

 

12. What can we learn about dealing with false accusations and evil people from Jesus’ 

example?  

 

Jesus' first response to the use of intimidation and fear used by the religious leaders was to 

remain silent. His calm composure let everyone in the room know that the accusations were 

false. He did not make any self-incriminating responses and did not retaliate to their lies. He 

entrusted Himself to the Father because Jesus knew that the Father would judge justly (1 Peter 

2:23) When we find ourselves confronted by the bullies of the world, we need to be patient and 

calm like Jesus because we, like Jesus, are confident that God is in complete control of the 

situation. We can not save ourselves, but we know that God is in control. 

For deep discussion:  

 What do you see as the causes of injustice in our world? Who do you think is affected 

deeply by these injustices in our society?  



 How does the Christian church deal with injustice? In what ways has it been effective and 

what ways has it been ineffective?  

 How should we act when the world is not just to us? What is the danger if we act with 

anger or if we demand our rights?  

 How can we help those in the church and in the world around us who are not being 

treated fairly? What can we expect the Lord to do to help the church help those under 

persecution?  

 

 

March 14 Courtyard (Lent 5) 

19 Preparing for Temptation 

Matthew 26:69-75 

 

Context: While Jesus had told the disciples in the garden to watch and pray (Matt. 26:41), Peter 

and another disciple (John) had both followed Jesus to Caiaphas’s home. The failure of the 

disciples to pray led directly to Peter’s failure. He was not ready for the temptation that followed.  

 

Most of us know how to pack for a vacation. We make lists of what we need to do from 

getting plane tickets to packing the swimsuits. We often bring more clothes that we could wear 

just because we don’t know what the weather will be. So, why do we face Satan’s temptations 

unprepared? Why do we go and “wing” it in life as we encounter coworkers who test our 

patience or a short skirt that catches our eyes? We get mad at ourselves when we fall to sin and 

have to pay the price for broken relationships and broken character. Simon Peter forgot a simple 

rule that we all need to apply. When we walk through life without Christ, we will fall into 

temptation.  

As Peter faces the lure of sin, we see three common answers to dealing with troublesome 

situations. The first solution is often to try to ignore it and hope that it goes away. (v. 70) The 

servant girl sees Peter and asks a question. Her question may have been an accusation or 

innocent chatter. Either way, it alarms Peter. Jesus is on trial, and one would imagine that Peter 

in the courtyard can hear the shouting and the allegations against Jesus. Peter is afraid that he 

may be put on trial as well. He brushes off the question pretending that a simple denial will settle 

the matter. He moves from the fire and the light into the shadows hoping that people will forget 

him (v.71).  

Peter may move away, but that doesn’t stop the discussion. Another girl sees Peter. It may 

have been the girl who let John and Peter come into the courtyard. She looks at him and picks up 

the discussion stating that Peter was one of those who were with Jesus. Peter’s answer gets a 

little stronger as he begins to swear. (v.72) Not only does Peter deny knowing Jesus, but he 

swears that what he is saying is true. A simple denial didn’t work, and so Peter swears to a bald-

faced lie hoping that this is the end of it. He begins to feel like things are closing in on him.  

After a little while, Peter becomes the center of the discussion around the fire. One of the 

people gets the nerve to confront Peter and declare that Peter must be one of the followers of 

Jesus since he has a Galilean accent. John’s gospel says that this man saw Peter earlier in the 

Garden of Gethsemane. Now Peter is scared. He begins to call down curses on himself. (v.74) 

The lies have not worked, and so he starts to curse like a madman. Perhaps he was hoping that 

people would back away from him the way that you back away from a lunatic. Ironically, Peter’s 

actions confirm their suspicions. His actions prove he was with Jesus.  



Peter hears the cock crow and Jesus’ warning all comes back to him. (v.75) He breaks down 

crying and leaves the place of temptation weeping because he had let Jesus down. When we fail, 

repentance is the only Godly solution. It is the difference between Peter and Judas. Peter 

repented. Judas tried to fix his sin. Like Peter, we can’t justify the sin; we have to throw 

ourselves on the mercy of Jesus and His forgiveness. We can’t just pretend that it didn’t happen 

and there is no way we can fix it. Forgiveness is the only way to stop the damage and begin the 

healing. Jesus will strengthen us and help us to fight temptation when it comes again.  

How should we prepare for temptation so that we can fight Satan’s attacks? The answer is 

prayer. Jesus told the disciples to pray in the garden, but they slept instead. Prayer and time in 

God’s word will not guarantee that we avoid every sin, but it will cut down on the number of 

times that Satan defeats us. In prayer and Bible study, we connect with Jesus so that He is part of 

our daily lives. His wisdom will help us see the temptations and His power will help us 

overcome them. We cannot battle Satan alone. We need Jesus to overcome our temptations for 

us.  

•    What struggles are you facing right now in your walk with Christ? What help would you ask 

for in prayer?  

 

Courtyard (Lent 5) 

19 Preparing for Temptation 

Matthew 26:69-75 

Peter put himself in a dark place in the center of the enemy’s camp. Only yards from the trial of 

Jesus, he would have heard the charges and the abuse that was heaped on Jesus. Simple questions 

were magnified by the fear he felt and the danger that was around him. There were three stages 

of Peter’s denial that night. First, he acted confused and tried to change the subject. Second, he 

made a simple denial when asked if he knew Jesus. Finally, he got agitated and called down 

curses on himself swearing that he did not know Jesus. It is easy to follow Peter’s pattern and 

deny Jesus or curse when asked about Jesus. We still can find ourselves reacting to simple 

questions about Jesus.  

 

 

1. What is your greatest fear (heights, snakes, speaking)? What would it take to overcome 

your fear? 

Answers will vary. Many are afraid of common things that have an element of danger to them. 

Other times people are afraid of things that present no danger at all. Let the group share freely. 

Let them share how they have worked to overcome fears like flying or speaking.   

 

2. Where was Peter? What could he overhear as he was sitting there? (26:66-68) 

Peter is in the courtyard of the High Priest’s home sitting around a charcoal fire with the 

servants and soldiers warming themselves against the early morning chill. Although most of the 

disciples had fled when the soldiers arrested Jesus, two of them, Peter and another disciple 

(perhaps John), returned to where Jesus had been taken. (John 18:15). After securing permission 

to enter the courtyard, Peter joined the others as they warmed themselves around the fire. Homes 

were more open-aired than our homes are and Peter would have heard the Jews questioning Jesus 

and slapping Him. How it must have shaken Peter to hear Jesus treated that way.  
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3. Soon after Peter is in the courtyard of Caiphas’s home, he is recognized. (26:29-17) 

What does she say and how does Peter deal with it?  

John wrote that this servant girl was acting as a guard at the gate to the inner courtyard (John 

18:16). "The other disciple" had secured permission for Peter to enter. She apparently looked 

him over and noticed in the firelight that he looked familiar, so she began staring at him. Then 

the girl realized where she had seen Peter before—he was one of Jesus' followers. Where she had 

seen him is unknown—perhaps in the temple or somewhere on the streets of Jerusalem. In any 

case, she recognized him. 

This put Peter in a difficult position. Standing among the soldiers and servants right there in 

enemy territory, Peter did not necessarily want to be identified with the man held in an upstairs 

room, on trial for his life. So Peter made a natural and impulsive response—he lied. It didn't 

matter that Peter had arrived soon after Jesus did or that he was there in the courtyard for an 

unknown reason at this early morning hour. He simply denied even knowing who Jesus was. 

Peter had been ready to fight with a sword, but not to face the accusations of a servant girl. 

 

 

4. What do you think Peter was hoping to accomplish by hanging around the trial of Jesus? 

Peter was bold and was the leader of the disciples and a member of the inner three (26:37). He 

had made a promise that He would not fall away from Jesus even if the others did so (26:33). 

Perhaps he was there to honor that promise and protect Jesus just like he had tried to do in the 

Garden of Gethsemane (John 18:10). What Jesus really wanted from Peter was for him and the 

others to “Watch and pray” so that they did not fall into temptation on this dark evening. (26:41). 

Peter tried to protect Jesus when Jesus with His warning was trying to protect Peter from the 

temptation that came.  

 

5. When another girl approached Peter, what did she say? (26:71) How did Peter handle 

the second girl’s claim? (26:72)  

Peter could run, but he couldn't hide. He got away from the questioning servant girl only to run 

into someone else who also recognized him as one of them (one of Jesus' followers). But Peter 

again denied it. Once again Peter was put to the test. She didn't question him; she just told those 

standing around that Peter was with Jesus of Nazareth, meaning that he was one of Jesus' 

disciples. The accusation scared Peter, so once again he lied, this time more vehemently, with an 

oath, meaning he had invoked a curse on himself if he were lying. This was Peter's second 

denial. 

 

6. When do you find you are most tempted to downplay or even deny your Christian 

beliefs? 

Peter was afraid to identify himself as a follower of Christ. What kept him from doing so? Was it 

the hostility of the crowd or hearing Jesus accused and beaten inside the house feet from where 

he was sitting? We may have many reasons to downplay our faith or our beliefs. It may be that 

we are afraid of the ridicule or the rejection of friends. We may even be confused about what we 

actually believe as a Christian or how to answer people’s honest questions about our faith. 

Before we condemn Peter, we need to look at our heart and our actions and see if we have the 

courage to stand up for Jesus. 
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7. Why did the third group of folks insist that Peter had to be a follower of Christ? (26:73) 

What extreme reaction did Peter have to the allegation that he was a follower of Jesus? 

(26:74)  

This time, another bystander also recognized Peter. John wrote that this last person to question 

Peter was "one of the servants of the high priest, a relative of him whose ear Peter cut off" (John 

18:26). He heard Peter's Galilean accent, which was closer to Syrian speech than to that of the 

Judean servants in the Jerusalem courtyard. Thus the group concluded that Peter must have been 

with the Galilean on trial inside the palace. Peter again replied in the negative cursing himself 

and calling down oaths. He claimed to not even know what they were talking about. Realize that 

these three denials did not occur as quickly as they may seem. Time elapsed in between giving 

Peter a chance to grow in his fears. not escape his own fear. As he spoke these words of his third 

denial, the rooster crowed, signaling the early morning hour. The period of the night from 

midnight to about 3:00 A.M. was known as "cockcrowing." A rooster would crow first at about 

12:30 A.M., then again at about 1:30 A.M. 

 

8. Part of Peter’s problem was that he was alone. How can close friendships with 

committed believers keep you from falling away from Christ?  

One may wonder how Peter could deny Jesus before a servant girls and other bystanders? After 

all, this was the same man who only hours earlier had shown considerable courage by drawing a 

sword and trying to defend Jesus in front of armed soldiers. Perhaps the lesson is that temptation 

and compromise are most powerful when they do not come in obvious ways. But an even better 

lesson is this: as long as Peter was with Jesus and the other disciples, he was bold and aggressive. 

Left on his own, he wasn't. Stay close to Jesus in your devotions, Bible study, and worship. 

Spend time with other Christians in fellowship and in discussions. Anyone is capable of denying 

the Lord and selling him out when he or she stands alone. 

 

9. When did Peter realize what he had done? (26:74-75) what triggered the remorse? 

Peter's denials fulfilled Jesus' words to him (26:34). When Peter heard the rooster crowing and 

then saw Jesus turn and look at him (either from the upper story where the trial was being held or 

as he passed through the courtyard between visits with Annas and Caiaphas), Peter remembered 

what Jesus had said to him earlier. Peter had indeed denied Jesus three times before the rooster 

crowed. Peter went out and wept bitterly. His bitter tears were not only because he realized that 

he had denied his Lord, the Messiah, but also because he had turned away from a very dear 

friend, a person who had loved and taught him for three years. Peter had said that he would go to 

prison or even death for Jesus (26:35). When frightened, however, he went against all he had 

boldly promised. Unable to stand up for his Lord for even twelve hours, he had failed as a 

disciple and as a friend. 

 

10. Peter's attempt to be courageous turns to cowardice (Matthew 26:69-75). What role do 

fear and faith occupy in his denial of the Lord? 

Peter's denial of Christ was the climax of a series of failures. When the Lord first warned Peter 

that he would be tested by Satan, Peter affirmed his faith and his ability to remain true to the 

Lord. In pride, Peter argued with the Word of God! He even dared to compare himself to the 

other disciples and affirmed that, though they might fall, he would remain true. The fact that 

Peter was standing by the enemy's fire, warming himself, indicates how defeated he was. He was 

lost and didn’t know what to do. He wanted to believe in Jesus but was finding that hard as 
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things seemed to be falling apart for Jesus. The denial was even more humiliating because two of 

the interrogators were servant girls. The third challenge came from a man, one of the bystanders; 

but Peter failed again. This man was a relative of Malchus, the man Peter had wounded (John 

18:26). So Peter's impulsive deed caught up with him even after Jesus had repaired the damage.  

 

11. Both Jesus and the disciples faced temptation in this chapter. How can Jesus' example 

and the disciples' failures help us to withstand temptation and testing? 

Sin, like cancer, has a way of growing if unchecked. Notice the progression of Peter's denials: In 

the courtyard, he denied knowing Jesus; later, he denied being one of his followers; finally, he 

denied even knowing what they were talking about. Sin has a way of spreading. As it does, the 

cover-up gets bigger as well. The time to get a grip on sin and its cancerous effects are in the 

very beginning before it has time to multiply its poisons in your life.  

Jesus faced His temptations in the garden with prayer. He took his inner circle (Peter, James, and 

John), into the garden with him. To these closest friends, Jesus revealed his inner turmoil over 

the event he was about to face. Jesus was sorrowful and troubled over his approaching death 

because he would be forsaken by the Father (27:46), would have to bear the sins of the world, 

and would face a terrible execution. His coming death was no surprise; he knew about it and had 

even told the disciples about it so they would be prepared. He spent hours praying. They spent 

the time asleep. He was ready for the temptations. Peter and the others were not. As we face 

temptation and testing, our only hope is to draw strength from the Lord.  

 

 

For deep discussion:  

 What do people around you at the office or in the media say about Jesus that really 

bothers you? Why do you think that more people don’t stand up for Jesus when people 

express those opinions? 

 What would it cost someone in your office or neighborhood to speak up for Jesus? How 

might you express the truth without offending others?  

 Why is it important for Christians to take the time and risk to stand up for Jesus? What 

is at stake for your faith and what is at stake for the future of those who might hear you?  

 How can you prepare so that you are ready to share the truth in a loving and winsome 

way? Who might help you or who could you ask to pray for you?   

 

 

 

 

March 21 Fortress Antonia (Lent 6) 

22 Is he your king? 

Mark 15: 1-15 

 

 

Context: Like the Jewish trial, the Roman trial was in three phases. The Jews sent Jesus to Pilate 

to be tried first thing in the morning (Mark 15:1). Pilate sees a chance to pass the buck and sends 

Jesus to Herod (Luke 23) who sends Jesus back to Pilate (Mark 15:6f) where Pilate gives into the 

mob and has Jesus crucified.   
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More people used to fill our churches and worship Jesus. No one worked on Sunday except 

the policemen, firemen, and those at the hospital. Christian values were everywhere, and many 

who didn’t go to church accepted that the Ten Commandments taught the difference between 

right and wrong. It isn’t that way anymore. It is not uncommon to see a church half empty on any 

given Sunday. Jesus gets the leftovers of time and resources. In the text, Pilate is faced with the 

charge that Jesus is king. Pilate must decide whether to accept or reject the royalty of Jesus. All 

of us must choose to follow Jesus as our leader or follow the ways of the world. Only one can be 

in charge of your life.  

The choice is not always comfortable. Jesus will not play games but wants us to choose 

freely to follow Him. Pilate can see that Jesus is innocent, but he wants Jesus to persuade him. 

(v.4) Pilate may have heard how easily Jesus had countered the arguments of the Pharisees 

throughout His ministry. Jesus does not cooperate with Pilate. He shows that He is in charge by 

letting His silence expose the hatred and lies of the priests. King Jesus stood silent and in control 

as the rest of the world fell apart and incriminated itself. As king, Jesus didn’t need to defend 

himself. Pilate should have done what he already knew was right.  

Having failed to get Jesus to defend himself, Pilate tries to make Jesus look innocent. He 

brings out a notorious criminal called Jesus Barabbas who had murdered people in an uprising. 

The choice is simple – Jesus, the murderer who rules by hate or King Jesus, the healer who rules 

by love. Certainly, the crowd will want Jesus when He is compared to such a person as this. 

They don’t. (v.11) Pilate’s ploy to save Jesus doesn’t work. You can’t put a spin on Jesus and 

make Him palatable to those who hate Him and want no part of following Him. Stirred up by the 

chief priests who are filled with hate, the crowds demand that King Jesus be put to death.  

When it was clear that the crowd wanted no part of Jesus and His kingdom, Pilate quickly 

bows to their demands. (v.15) Pilate had him beaten because the King had not satisfied him or 

the crowds. Pilate had no king but Caesar. He had no king but the king of self-preservation. A 

weak king like Jesus could easily be discarded. Nothing was lost. Let the sign above Jesus’ head 

on His cross mock Jesus and the Jews by calling Him king. Pilate would show the Jews what he 

thought of their king. The Jewish King would die like the rest of those who opposed Rome.  

Pilate knew that Jesus was innocent, but he never understood how Jesus could be a king. 

Jesus presents every human a choice. Will you follow me or will you have your own king? 

Around us, there will be many in our schools or workplace that malign Jesus and cast Him aside. 

We don’t need to argue with them. Tell people how much Jesus has blessed our lives and that 

Jesus desires to bless them as well. Let them know the joy of being in His kingdom. Let people 

see the impact that Jesus has had on our lives. Admittedly, not everyone will listen, but many 

will find it hard to argue when they see the blessings that happen in your life because you follow 

Jesus as your Lord.  

Could Jesus have forced Pilate to free him? Surely things would have been different if Jesus 

had called just two angels to stand on either side of Him that early morning. No one would have 

laid a hand on Him. Jesus could still force people to make Him their king. He could make you 

obey Him out of fear of punishment. God doesn’t work that way. He wants you to choose Him as 

your king freely. Jesus wants people to love Him and want to be His children. He never seeks 

slaves who are forced into His kingdom. Just remember that you do have to make a choice.  You 

must choose between Jesus and the world; you can’t have both. 

•    What shows people that Jesus is the king of your life? What blessings do you and other 

Christians have because you are part of His kingdom?  

 



March 21 Fortress Antonia (Lent 6) 

22 Is he your king? 

Mark 15: 1-15 

 

Jesus’ trial before the Romans had three phases. Mark has the first trial before Pilate (15:1-5) and 

the second trial before Pilate (15:6-15). Only Luke (Luke 23:7-12) describes the trial before 

Herod. While the other gospels offer greater details about the conversation between Pilate and 

Jesus, Mark focuses on the central question of whether Jesus was the king of the Jews as he 

writes to the Romans thirty years after the resurrection of Jesus. Mark notes that Pilate is amazed 

at Jesus (15:5), but sentences Jesus to die anyway. The Jews had condemned Jesus for 

blasphemy, but Pilate’s only concern was treason. Because a death sentence required Roman 

sentencing, the Jews brought Jesus to Pilate to have him put to death.  

 

1. How do you picture Pilate? Was he a smooth politician, a weakling, a victim of 

circumstances or something else? 

Answers will vary and the group should give their opinions. Pontius Pilate was governor of the 

province of Judea, a backwater province that was often a difficult place to rule. Pilate's 

relationship with the Jews had always been stormy. His Roman toughness and fairness had been 

weakened by cynicism, compromises, and mistakes. On several occasions, his actions had deeply 

offended the religious leaders. The resulting riots and chaos must have made Pilate wonder what 

he had gotten himself into. Jesus' trial was another episode in Pilate's ongoing problems. He was 

trying to control people who treated their Roman conquerors without respect. The one card he 

held was that the Jewish leaders could not wield the death penalty. That was reserved to the 

Roman rulers.  

 

2. What did the Sanhedrin do with Jesus after deciding He was guilty? (15:1) 

At daybreak, the entire Sanhedrin (which included the chief priests, the elders, and the teachers 

of the law) reached a decision. They had actually reached it before daybreak (14:64), but they 

had to make the decision at a meeting during the daytime to make it official that Jesus was 

worthy of death. The Sanhedrin had to get permission from Pilate, the Roman governor of the 

region, in order to carry out the death penalty. The Jewish leaders wanted Jesus executed on a 

cross, a method of death that they believed brought a curse from God (see Deuteronomy 21:23). 

They wanted the death to appear Roman-sponsored so that the crowds wouldn't blame them. The 

Jewish leaders had arrested Jesus on theological grounds—blasphemy; but because this charge 

would be thrown out of a Roman court, they had to come up with a political reason for Jesus' 

death. Their strategy was to show Jesus as a rebel who claimed to be a king and thus a threat to 

Caesar. The charge against Jesus in the Roman court was treason. 

 

3. Why did Jesus go through this trial and torture when he could have easily escaped? 

It would seem that Jesus did everything possible to make sure that He was found guilty. He had 

told Peter in the garden of Gethsemane that 12 legions of angels could be put at His disposal to 

save Him. Here He spoke very little in His own defense. Why didn't Jesus answer Pilate's 

questions? It would have been futile to answer, and the time had come to give his life to save the 

world. Jesus had no reason to try to prolong the trial or save himself. Jesus’ actions were the 

ultimate example of self-assurance and peace, which no ordinary criminal could imitate. Nothing 
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would stop him from completing the work he had come to earth to do (Isaiah 53:7). 

 

4. About what did Pilate question Jesus? (15:2) How did Jesus respond to the Sanhedrin 

and Pilate? (15:2)  

The charge was treason, so Pilate asked Jesus directly if he claimed to be a king. Jesus' answer 

was basically yes but with qualifications attached. Jesus did claim to be a king—to remain silent 

would be like denying it (see also 14:62). But he wasn't claiming earthly kingship. Jesus' 

kingship was spiritual; a charge of treason required it to be political. The religious leaders were 

attempting to build a case on this political twist—their only and best chance of winning Pilate's 

approval for a crucifixion. But something in Jesus' reply alerted Pilate to the discrepancy 

between indictment and reality. Pilate wasn't stupid. Pilate could sense that the solemn rabbi 

standing before him was unlikely to lead a revolt against Rome. In Jesus' eyes, Pilate did not see 

the hardened glare of a zealot. Jesus was no revolutionary. 

 

5. What prompted Pilate to goad Jesus into defending Himself? (15:3-4) What amazed 

Pilate?  

(15:3-5)  

Pilate knew the charges were preposterous, and he obviously expected Jesus to defend 

himself against the false accusations. Jesus' silence must have frustrated him as he sought the 

truth. Why didn’t Jesus speak up? Pilate did not know that Jesus’ silence had been prophesied in 

Scripture (Isaiah 53:7). Instead of protesting His innocence, Jesus was the ultimate example of 

self-assurance and peace, which no ordinary criminal could imitate. Nothing would stop Jesus 

from completing the work he had come to earth to do. Jesus’ silence while facing the death 

penalty amazed Pilate. Realize, however, that amazement was not the same as faith. Pilate 

wanted to be fair and let Jesus go, but he desired peace with the Jews even more. The last thing 

Pilate needed was a rebellion over this quiet and seemingly insignificant man. Mark wrote Jesus' 

answers as very brief, while John recorded, in detail, Jesus' final answer to Pilate regarding the 

nature of his messiahship (John 18:33-38). These words made Pilate realize that Jesus was 

innocent of any crime against Roman law. 

 

6. Who was Barabbas and what role did he play in this situation? (15:6-8)  

Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion against the Roman government (an insurrection). 

Although he had been arrested with those who committed a murder, he may have been a hero 

among the Jews. The fiercely independent Jews hated to be ruled by the heathen Romans. They 

hated paying taxes to support the despised Roman government and its gods. Ironically, Barabbas 

was guilty of the crime for which Jesus was accused because the name Barabbas means "son of 

the father," which was actually Jesus' position with God. Barabbas had been convicted of murder 

and was in prison awaiting execution. Each year, during the Jews' Passover festival, Pilate had 

made it a custom to release any prisoner they requested. Pilate may have instituted this custom to 

be on good terms with the people as well as to help cover his many wrongful acts toward them. 

Barabbas with all his crimes was brought to show the innocence of Jesus.  

 

7. Why did Pilate try to have Jesus released instead of Barabbas? How? (15:9-10)  

Pilate knew Jesus was innocent of political sedition, which was Pilate's only interest, so he 

sought a way to be free of the guilt of killing an innocent man. His custom of releasing one 

prisoner at Passover seemed like an obvious way out. So Pilate asked if they wanted the King of 
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the Jews released. It did not work the way Pilate wanted. The proceedings of this hearing by 

Pilate were held in public, so a crowd was hearing all that transpired, and the crowd probably 

grew larger as the news spread. Perhaps this was all part of the religious leaders' plan—to incite 

the crowd to ask that Pilate free a prisoner, but that it be someone other than Jesus. This crowd 

was most likely a group of people loyal to the Jewish leaders.  

 

8. When have you ever done something because the crowd pressured you to do it? Why is 

group pressure so powerful?  

Answers will vary. Pilate had his back to the wall. This innocent man was not important enough 

to give up his political appointment and have the anger of Rome. The leaders of the Jews 

whipped up the crowd to oppose Pilate. Realize that these people were not stupid, confused or 

desperate. Yet, a crowd feeds on frenzy. As one person shouts, another is bold to shout with 

them. The momentum built as one person added their voice to another. The leaders of the Jews 

pulled it off without dissent and Pilate was forced to surrender Jesus or pay the penalty. It could 

happen to any of us.  Only with God’s help can we be bold enough to speak the truth that 

changes the situation.  

 

9. Why did Pilate’s attempt to release Jesus fail? (15:11-15) What reason did the crowd 

give Pilate to crucify Jesus? (15:14)  

. Because Judea was so far from Rome, Pilate was given just a small army. The Roman 

government could not afford to put large numbers of troops in all the regions under their control, 

so one of Pilate's main duties was to do whatever was necessary to maintain peace. We know 

from historical records that Pilate had already been warned about other uprisings in his region. 

Although he may have seen no guilt in Jesus and no reason to condemn him to death, Pilate 

wavered when the Jews in the crowd threatened to report him to Caesar (John 19:12). Such a 

report, accompanied by a riot, could cost him his position. The people made their choice, stated 

their preference, and confirmed their sin. This is just what the Jewish religious leaders wanted 

and the reason that they had whipped the mob into a frenzy. Crucifixion was the Roman penalty 

for rebellion. Only slaves or those who were not Roman citizens could be executed by 

crucifixion. If Jesus was crucified, he would die the death of a rebel and slave, not of the king he 

claimed to be. In addition, crucifixion would put the responsibility for killing Jesus on the 

Romans; thus, the crowds would not blame the religious leaders. 

 

10. Of those involved in trying and sentencing Jesus, who do you think bore the greater 

responsibility: the religious leaders or Pilate? Why?  

Who was guilty of mistreating Jesus? In reality, everyone was at fault. The disciples deserted 

him in terror. Peter denied that he ever knew Jesus. Judas betrayed him. The crowds who had 

followed him stood by and did nothing. Pilate tried to blame the crowds. The religious leaders 

actively promoted Jesus' death. For Pilate, there was never a doubt about Jesus' innocence. Three 

separate times he declared Jesus not guilty. He couldn't understand why these people wanted to 

kill Jesus, but his fear of the Jews' political pressure made him decide to allow Jesus' crucifixion. 

Because of the people's threat to inform the emperor that Pilate hadn't eliminated a rebel against 

Rome, Pilate went against what he knew was right. In desperation, he chose to do wrong. 

Everyone was guilty, but Pilate could have stopped it if He had the courage.  
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11. How did Pilate sooth His conscience? (15:15) What finally happened to Jesus? Why? 

(15:15)  

Pilate desired only to satisfy the crowd, so he rationalized in order to settle his conscience. 

Matthew records that Pilate "took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. 'I am 

innocent of this man's blood,' he said. 'It is your responsibility!'" (Matthew 27:24). Pilate decided 

to let the crowds crucify Jesus. Although Pilate washed his hands, the guilt remained. For a 

leader who was supposed to administer justice, Pilate proved to be more concerned about 

political expediency than about doing what was right. Pilate had no good excuse to condemn 

Jesus, but he was afraid of the crowd. So he decided to satisfy the crowd. He released Barabbas, 

then flogged Jesus before handing him over to the mob to do as they pleased. The object of 

flogging was to cause as much pain and suffering as possible. This torture by flogging always 

would precede execution; thus, Jesus was flogged before he was sent to the cross. Flogging 

before crucifixion was not just an act of barbarity. The Romans did it to weaken the prisoner so 

he would die more quickly on the cross. 

 

12. Pilate had shown several times in the trial that he knew Jesus was not guilty, yet he 

bowed to pressure. What did he lose by giving in to pressure? What do we lose when we 

abandon Jesus as our king because of the influence of others?  

Answers will vary. It is certain that Pilate let his golden moment slip away. Three times he 

pronounced Jesus "not guilty" (18:38; 19:4; 19:6). He even tried to set Jesus free (19:12). But 

Pilate would not stand for truth or justice in the face of opposition. Instead, he tried to preserve 

his position at the expense of doing what was right. In the process, he has become a name that 

everyone connects with injustice instead of one who has the courage to stand up for what is right. 

Under pressure, we too may feel our power or security threatened. But unlike Pilate, we must 

stand for what is right even if the consequences mean personal loss. If we don't, we will lose 

something even more valuable—our integrity. When we face tough choices, we can take the easy 

way out or with God's help speak out for what is right. When we know what is right yet do not 

act on it, we sin (James 4:17). 

 

For deep discussion:  

 What questions does Jesus need to answer for you before you are ready to give your life 

to Him? Are you ready to hear the answers or are you hesitant to ask?  

 What do you think life looks like if Jesus is your king? What would have to change 

about your life or the lives of other Christians you know? 

 What difference does it make if Jesus is your king or if you are willing to follow Him 

just occasionally? What is at stake for the person who is a Christian, but keeps Jesus at a 

distance? How does life without a king impact a person’s family, friends, and 

community?  

 What is one step that you are willing to take to submit yourself to Jesus and be part of 

His kingdom?   
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How to use this booklet: 
The booklet is flexible and can be used in several ways:  

1. You can follow the lessons each Wednesday night without preparation and Pastor will lead you 

through the discussion.  

2. You can download the answers to the questions at www.32daysdevotions.com and prepare for 

deeper discussion on Wednesday nights.  

3. You can use the questions in your homes sharing the bible studies with your family and friends 

using the leader’s guide as help for your discussion. If they are interested, invite them to come on 

Wednesdays.  

4. You can share this with friends for their personal Bible study during the Lenten season with no 

strings attached. They are free to download the leader’s guide from the website.  

 

Feel free to adjust the material to your setting and to use it in a way that helps people understand and 

apply the lesson to their lives. Our goal is to get people in the word. We want people to grow in their 

understanding on Wednesday nights and to share this material with people who are still hesitant to come 

to church.  

  

Author: Rev. Mark Etter has been a pastor for thirty years and is currently the pastor of Bethany 

Lutheran Church in Erlanger, KY. Rev. Etter has published several books of Adult Bible studies and 

numerous devotions and youth studies with Concordia Publishing House in St. Louis. He is a pastor in the 

Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod and has served in several capacities (LWML counselor, evangelism 

chairman, and circuit counselor for the larger church). He and his wife, Joan, have three grown children 

and one grandchild.  

  

If you have enjoyed this study, Rev. Etter has three devotional books available on Amazon.com in 

paperback and on Kindle. Free samples of all three of the books and short weekly devotions are available 

at www.32daysdevotions.com for your continued growth 

  

 

http://www.32daysdevotions.com/

