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Daniel - The blessings of obedience  
Daniel’s ministry 605-536 BC 

Focus: Book of Daniel 
From “32 Days with God’s Story.” 

 
Context: Daniel is taken in the first conquest of Judah in 605 
BC. His dependence on God allows him to rise to leadership while 
in captivity. He will serve both Babylonian and Persian kings rising 
to rule over the “whole kingdom” (Daniel 6:3) 
 

One person can make a difference. It had started as a simple 
Boy Scout camping trip, but things had gone all wrong. The weath-
er turned violent with high winds and blowing snow. The scouts and 
their leaders panicked, and things looked hopeless. Tom kept his 
head. He relied on his scout training and built a shelter with a 
campfire near the van. Others started calming down, and the 
smoke showed the rescuers where they were. One scout made the 
difference between life and death. So it was with Daniel. He was 
taken in the first wave of captives and never gave up his trust in 
God. He didn’t picket or hold protests; He just stood firm in his faith. 
This man of faith had a significant impact on the people of God and 
the nation of Babylon.  

He was just a teenag-
er taken hundreds of 
miles from home and fam-
ily. Daniel had become a 
captive in Babylonia. He 
would learn their language 
and culture, but he would 
not break God’s food 
laws. "But Daniel resolved 
not to defile himself with 
the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permis-
sion not to defile himself this way."  Dan. 1:8 It didn’t matter that he 
was just a boy taking on an empire. He trusted in God and would 
not compromise God’s law. His actions show why he would be-
come great. God’s ways were the best. He stepped forth and led 
others to obey God as well no matter what the consequences.  

About a year later, King Nebuchadnezzar has a dream. Be-
cause he doesn’t trust his advisors, he wants them to interpret the 
dream without revealing the contents to them. The penalty for not 
interpreting the dream is death. Daniel is facing death, so he turns 
to prayer. God reveals the answer to the vision. "Do not execute 
the wise men of Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret 
his dream for him." Dan. 2:24 As he tells the king what God is say-
ing, Daniel gives all the glory to the Lord. He shows this pagan king 
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Welcome back, friends. 
Thank you for spending time 
with me. The purpose of this 
newsletter is to provide re-
sources for you so that you 
can grow in your faith and then 
share the gospel with others. 
You will find the chapter on 
Daniel from my upcoming 
book and a devotion on 
“Demonstrating Love” from my 
blog.  

I am always interested in 
your opinion. If you have com-
ments on the content or style 
of anything in this newsletter, 
send your comments to me at 
the email above. I look forward 
to hearing from you.  

If you like this PDF news-
letter, you can sign up to 
receive a monthly email that 
has this newsletter embed-
ded in it by sending me by 
signing up on the website at 
www.32daysdevotions.com. 

Continued on next page 



What I learned 
I hope that I someday get to 

meet Daniel in heaven.  He 
served Babylonian and Persian 
kings for 70 years rising to a 
level where the Persians want-
ed to set him above the whole 
kingdom (6:3). He did it all by 
being devout and having a 
Godly character that everyone 
admired.  

He was also a man of pray-
er. Throughout the book, we 
find Daniel praying. He is given 
visions during his times with 
the Lord. He is also bold 
enough to pray that the Lord 
would keep His promise and 
return the people of Judah 
back to the promised land.  

While he never returns to 
the promised land himself, he 
does see Zerubbabbel’s return 
to the promise land. It must 
have occurred near the end of 
Daniel’s life when he was in his 
eighties.  

While all the Sunday school 
pictures present a middle aged 
Daniel in the lion’s den, the fact 
that it was the Persian Darius 
who was tricked into putting 
Daniel in with the lions means 
that he was about 80 years old. 
I picture this elderly statesman 
thinking how good God had 
been to him in life and that he 
was not going to abandon God 
after all these years.  

Lord let me strong like  
Daniel! 

that the Hebrew God is the Lord of Lords. What had been a disas-
ter became an opportunity to witness to the power and majesty of 
God. The whole kingdom sees the wisdom of God. Daniel is given 
a high place in the nation because of God’s wisdom in his life.  

At the age of 80, Daniel’s reputation of being trustworthy and 
loyal has brought him to the highest levels in the kingdom. Those 
jealous of him want to get rid of him. They have a problem. "We will 
never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it 
has something to do with the law of his God." Dan. 6:5 They set a 
trap that will put him in a lion’s den because they know He will not 
refrain from worshipping the true God. Daniel was so devoted to his 
God that the possibility of death did not keep him from praying. His 
trust in God is well placed. God will rescue Daniel from the lion’s 
den and demonstrate that He is greater than the gods of the Per-
sians. Daniel’s values and faith will have a significant impact on 
Jew and Gentile alike. The king will glorify the Lord because of 
Daniel.  

In the year Daniel faced the lion’s 
den, Daniel’s heart for his people 
shines brightly. He is praying for the 
Jewish people and is given an insight 
from scripture. "I, Daniel, understood 
from the Scriptures, according to the 
word of the Lord given to Jeremiah the 
prophet, that the desolation of Jerusa-
lem would last seventy years." Dan. 
9:2 It had been 70 years since the be-
ginning of captivity. He was too old to 
return, but he called upon God to show 
mercy to His people without delay. He 
admits that the people do not deserve 
this honor, but calls on God to keep 
His promise. God listened to Daniel’s 
prayer, and within a short time, a remnant of the Jews would go 
home to Israel. Daniel was close to the Lord and was not afraid to 
claim God’s promises for his people.  

In Daniel, we see the power of one Godly man. At the same 
time that the Kings of Judah were leading people from God, the 
teenage Daniel was standing up for the Lord before the king of 
Babylon. He refused to deny his God, and God used Daniel to bring 
glory to God’s name. Here in this pagan place filled with idols to the 
gods of Babylonia, Daniel is a model for us all. God was able to ele-
vate him as a leader of the people and witness to a series of Baby-
lonian and Persian kings because Daniel put the Lord first. We 
think that it takes an army to change the world, but Daniel gives a 
hint at what you or I can do if we have Daniel’s values and obedi-
ence. God can use us to change the world if we will but follow Him.  

•    Who do you know who has lived by their Christian values as 
Daniel did? How does such a lifestyle make this a person who oth-
ers trust and want to have on their team?  
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Demonstrating love  
Romans 12:9-21 

 
From the blog at  

32 days devotions.com  
 

 
Love is necessary for survival and is often missing in life. From the child shuttled between divorced parents 

to the older adult sitting in the nursing home hoping that someone will come and visit this week, everyone 

needs love. Love is more than politeness. It is more than people being civil saying please and thank you. It is a 

bond and connection with someone where you know that this person is on your side and will give of themselves 

to help you and to care for you. Such people will give you their time and use their resources for you. You matter 

to them and touch their heartstrings. Such is the love we need and such is the love of Jesus shown by the people 

of the church to each other and the world around them. I have learned a couple things from Paul  

Genuine love loves others in spite of their faults v. 10a Let’s face it; every Christian faces a simple prob-

lem. We are called to love imperfect people. We are called to love the person who is always thinking of them-

selves and the liar that we feel we can never trust. As Christians, we are all part of a family. God is our father 

and the people sitting around us in the pews are our brothers and sisters in Christ. Genuine love allows for 

weaknesses and imperfections. 

Genuine love loves others enough to respect their emotions v. 14-15 A company of Christians who you 

love and who love you gives you the strength to face the world with love. I know I have value and so I don’t 

have to badmouth a coworker who is always rude to me. I can give a hand to others because I know that God 

will help me when I need Him. I can even empathize with people in my community. 

Genuine love treats unbelievers kindly as well v.19 When I find someone who just seems to have no 

goodness in them, I can pray for them and turn them over to the Lord so that He can punish them for their evil 

and allow me to remain someone who is known for doing good. Paul knows from first-hand experience that 

only God can turn them. It was the Lord who took Paul from being a persecutor of the church to a humble serv-

ant of others. 

Love is powerful. The Christian can change the world as he or she fills man’s basic need for love. The love 

shown in a kind act encourages others to show kindness as well and shames those who are selfish. Having told 

us that we were saved by the cross in the first section of the book of Romans, Paul challenges us to be people of 

love just as our God is love. In this cold and sometimes heartless world, individuals who can love with the love 

of Jesus is just what the world needs.  

How would a deeper relationship with someone else change your life and theirs? What is your first step to 

growing that relationship?   

 

Connections  
A writer is somewhat worthless without a community. This 
section is bare, but my hope is that in the future others who 
are part of my community will have some of their writings 
here. It could be a short devotion, thought about the church 
or something that they are doing to make their church or 
community better. If you would like to have your work show-
cased here, send it to me at 32daysdevotons@gmail.com. 
Keep it no more than 600 words, please. I will be waiting to 
hear from someone. 


