
This set of Bible studies is meant to be shared. I would be honored if you would share 

them with your friends so that others might understand what Christ did for us.  The  

Bible studies are taken from “32 days with God’s Story” by Mark R. Etter  

Copyright 2017. The full book with leader’s guide and 32 devotions surveying the Bible  

is available on Amazon. Com.  



God’s Story Introduction 

The Bible is an extraordinary book of ordinary people and a loving God that most people barely know. 
Let’s play a game. Put the following Bible characters in historical order from earliest to latest: A David, B 
Abraham, C Isaiah, D Paul, E Peter, and F Moses. The correct order is BFACED. If you didn’t get them all 
right, don’t feel bad. Many Christians I know can’t put them in the exact order either. That is a shame. The 
Bible is filled with wonderful stories to tell and lessons to teach about each one of those people.  

This series of devotions will take you on a ride through much of the history of the Bible with the ups and 
downs of its people. Around every corner, you will meet individuals who can teach you lessons about how to 
live a fruitful life or how to avoid destructive habits. You will meet leaders like Joshua and Daniel as well as 
faithful women like Ruth and Esther. As you get to know them, you will learn lessons that can shape the rest 
of your life.  

Woven in the lives of all these people is the story of a loving God. He will promise extraordinary gifts to 
some of them. He will teach and mentor these ordinary men and women so that their lives become miraculous. 
He will even discipline some of them so that they learn how to be great and be a blessing to others. Through-
out the ages, the Bible is a diary of God’s love for these people and us.  

Feel free to work through the devotions over 32 days to get a quick flavor of the Bible in a few weeks. God 
back if you want and look at the three or four Bible passage sections in each devotion if you want a deeper 
perspective about that person or era of Bible history. Finally, use the Bible studies at the back to share some of 
the highlights of your journey with others. Let others have a small sample of what you have learned.  

You are on a great adventure. Dig in and learn about the people you will meet one day in heaven. Through 
the stories of their lives, you will gain new insights into the depth of God’s love for you and the blessings that 
He wants to give you everyday of your life. May this book be as much of a blessing for you as it has been for 
me. 

Study Introduction 

This series of books is designed to be a tool that brings you closer to Christ. The book has 32 devotions 
designed to have depth so that you dig below the surface and understand the context. Each devotion is based 
on a single scripture passage and lays out the events in an organized way to help you comprehend the deeper 
meanings in the passage and then apply them to your life. The book also includes twelve bible studies that are 
meant to be shared. You have my permission to copy the student guides for your church or small group bible 
studies. In order to make that easier for your church or small group, the student guides are formatted here for 
easy reproduction. Each Bible study is connected to one of the devotions and to a leader’s guide so that you 
can feel confident leading others to understand God’s word. My hope is that you enjoy the book with its devo-
tions and studies and let the Holy Spirit change your life through them. God is ready to sit down with you 
through these studies and change your life.  

To God be the glory—May the Holy Spirit open up your hearts that you may share His love. 

 

Bible study (by corresponding devotion):  
02 Abraham tested - Gen. 22:1-19  

03 Joseph Reveals Himself - Gen. 45:1-28  
07 The Lord Prepares Joshua - Josh 1:1-18  

09 Ruth Meets Boaz - Ruth 2:1-23  
11 David Spares Saul - 1 Sam 24:1-22  

13 Solomon Asks for Wisdom - 1 Kings 3:1-15  
18 Daniel in the Lion’s Den - Daniel 6:1-28  

20 Mordecai Persuades Esther - Esther 4:1-17  
23 Jesus Walks on Water - Matthew 14:22-34  

24 Forsaken for You - Matt. 27:32-50  
27 Darkness Turns to Joy – Matt: 1-10  

29 Paul’s Conversion - Acts 9: 1-19  
32 Disappointed with Easter? - Luke 24:13-32 

 

 



The author gives permission for the student Bible studies to be copied for local church or small group 
use 

 

02 Abraham tested  

Gen. 22:1-19 

Abraham had many choices to make. His story begins with a decision to set out with his family for a 
strange land because of a promise from the Lord. All he had, in the beginning, was the incredible promises of 
God (Gen. 12). In the gift of Isaac, those promises had a face and future. Now, 40 years later, God calls Abra-
ham to make a choice even more demanding than the first. It was a decision that required that he believed that 
God could keep those promises even if Isaac died.   

God sent Abraham to the land of Moriah which is probably modern day Jerusalem, about 50 miles from 
where he was living. He would arrive on the third day which gave Abraham a lot of time to turn back or 
change his mind. This chapter records the greatest test that Abraham ever faced. I am sure that Abraham and 
Isaac came down the hill different men. Abraham becomes the man of God who trusts the Lord and becomes 
the model for the Jews in years to come. Isaac becomes the faithful patriarch who trusts the Lord with only one 
failure mentioned in the bible (Gen. 26). This test that seems so shocking taught them both the mercy and love 
of God.  

 

1. What possession would be hardest for you to give up? 

 

2. What command does God give to Abraham in verse 2? What is at stake for Abraham if Isaac dies? 

 

 3. How does Abraham respond to this command? (v.3) 

 

 4. What do you picture Abraham thinking as he hears and responds to this command? Why do you think that 
Abraham did not object to God’s command?  

 

5. How would you feel if you were asked you to make a big sacrifice for your ministry? 

 

6. How far away is Moriah (v.4)? How would this make the test more difficult? 

 

7. Many think that Isaac is a teenager at the time of the test. What question does he ask (v.7) and how does 
Abraham answer (v.8)? 

 

8. On the mountain, how does Abraham show the depth of his faith? (v.10) Do you think that Abraham would 
have killed his son? 

 

 9. When does God stop the sacrifice (v.11) and what can we learn from God’s timing? 

 

10. How does God provide the sacrifice as Abraham said he would (v.13)? 

 

11. What does Abraham’s example teach us about trusting the Lord enough to obey Him in every situation? 

 



03 Joseph Reveals Himself  

Gen. 45:1-28 

 

The story of Joseph is the story of God taking a selfish man and developing a patriarch who would save his 
people. Along the way, he was betrayed and deserted by his family, exposed to sexual temptation, punished for 
doing the right thing, imprisoned, and forgotten by those he helped. As Joseph took each step, he grew into the 
leader that God was calling him to be. His attitudes were transformed, and people began to see the hand of 
God in him. Finally, he was ready to be the leader that God envisioned.  

In Genesis 25, we see how completely Joseph had changed as he greets his brothers after many years. 
While they expected punishment for their crimes against him, he embraces them and weeps at the reunion with 
his family. He understands that God had sent him ahead to preserve the family. Joseph tells his brothers, "You 
intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so I could save the lives 
of many people" (Genesis 50:20). The brother who had boasted to others about dreams had exchanged his 
dreams for the dreams God had for his family and the future.  

 

1. What are family reunions or holidays like with your family? Is there someone that has been missing that you 
would like to see?  

 

2. Judah has just offered his life for the life of Benjamin to save his father Jacob tremendous pain (Gen. 44:18-
34). How does this show of mercy affect Joseph? (45:1-2) 

 

3. When Joseph reveals himself to his brothers, what is their response? (45:3) What would it take for you to 
believe that someone was a lost relative who you thought was long dead?  

 

4. How did God transform the evil that they had done into a blessing for the family (45:4-7) 

 

5. How does God sometimes help us by allowing us to go through adverse circumstances? 

 

6. What are Josephs’ plans for his family? (45:9-13) Who does Joseph want to see?  

 

7. Has Joseph truly forgiven his brothers? What leads you to think so? 

 

8. As Joseph reveals himself, what does his message expose about the character of God? 

 

9. What could you tell people about God from the story of your life? Why would that be a powerful witness?  

 

10. Compare the young Joseph who mocked his brothers (Gen 37) to the Joseph in chapter 45. What has Jo-
seph learned at the hand of God?  

 

11. What adversities are you facing in your life? What lessons do you think God may be trying to teach you?  

 

 



07 The Lord Prepares Joshua  

Josh 1:1-18 

 

Joshua was one of only two men who left Egypt in the Exodus and entered the Promised Land 40 years 
later. He became the assistant of Moses who stood at the foot of Mount Sinai waiting for the Ten Command-
ments. When Moses sent spies to scout out the land of Canaan, Joshua was selected as the representative of the 
tribe of Ephraim. He and Caleb alone believed that the Lord could conquer this place for His people. At Mo-
ses' death, Joshua was chosen by God to be Moses' successor and to lead the people to conquer the land that 
God promised to His people. 

We find the Israelites camped east of the Jordan River across from the Promised Land. Having mourned 
for Moses, it is now time to move forward. God approaches Joshua and calls him to lead over a million people 
into the land that He promised them. While Joshua had been the assistant of Moses, the challenge must have 
been overwhelming. God pledges to be with Joshua as He was with Moses. The Lord challenges Joshua to 
study and obey the scripture which Moses has left behind. To be successful, you need to follow the Lord and 
listen to what He says.  

 

1. When have you experienced a significant change in your life?  

 

2. What is the context of our story and what does that mean for Joshua? (1:1-2) 

 

3. When have you felt overwhelmed by a task that someone gave you? How did you cope?  

 

4. What promise did the Lord give to Joshua (1:3-6) what conditions did God put on the promises?  

 

5. What promises has God given you for your ministry?  

 

6. Why was it important for Joshua to be “strong and courageous”? (1:6) 

 

7. What commands does God give Joshua in verses 6-9? 

 

8. How courageous do you feel in ministry right now? How does your courage in ministry or lack of courage 
affect your fellow servants? 

 

9. Why is meditating on God’s word so important for Joshua if he is to be courageous? Why does it matter to 
you?  

 

 10. How does Joshua show that he believes the promises that God has made? (1:10) 

 

11. How do the people respond to Joshua? (1:16) 

 

12. What challenge lies before you right now? What do you need to do so God can prepare you for success?  

 



09 Ruth Meets Boaz  

Ruth 2:1-23 

 

A woman from the pagan nation of Moab, Ruth became the mother of Obed and great-grandmother of 
King David. Her story set during the time of the Judges reminds us that God wants to change our hearts so that 
He can change our circumstances. God is not here to make us comfortable. He desires to change us from the 
inside so that we can have the attitudes and values of His people. Ruth who begins outside the nation of Israel 
shows true loyalty to the Lord that is missing throughout much of the time of the Judges. It is her character and 
her faith that allows the Lord to remake her life and choose her to be one of the ancestors of Jesus. 

The Book of Ruth tells the story of a Jewish family that leaves Israel during a time of a famine and has life 
go from bad to worse. All three men in the family die leaving Naomi and Ruth in a desperate situation. Return-
ing to Judah, it is Ruth who leads the family back into God’s promises by her willingness to work and to trust 
the Lord. She will marry Boaz and become part of God’s chosen people. No one is outside God’s grace and 
mercy if they will but trust in Him.  

 

1. Have you ever lived or worked on a farm? What was your fondest memory?  

 

2. How does Ruth provide for herself and Naomi (2:2) What dangers might she face by working there?  

 

3. If you suddenly had no means of supporting yourself, how would you react? What can we learn from Ruth 
about being calm and taking advantage of opportunities?  

 

4. Who is Boaz and what kind of man do you think he was? (2:4-5) 

 

5. How Did Boaz’s foreman describe Ruth (2:6-7) 

 

6. What character traits of Ruth stand out to you? How would those qualities give an advantage to any Chris-
tian?  

 

7. What specific instructions did Boaz give to Ruth, and how did she respond to him? (2:8-11) How do they 
each show respect for the other?  

 

8. What reason did Boaz give Ruth for his particular attention to her? (2:11-12) 

 

9. How did God show His faithfulness to Ruth and Naomi?  

 

10. How did Naomi respond to Ruth’s success (2:19-20) How does Ruth’s success changer Naomi’s view of 
the future from when she first arrived in Judea? (1:20) 

 

11. Judging from the events in this story, what character traits does God honor in His people? How does your 
life reflect these character traits?  

 

12. How have you opened yourself to God’s miracles in your life?  



11 David Spares Saul  

1 Sam 24:1-22 

 

David was the youngest of eight brothers in the city of Bethlehem. He was the keeper of his father’s sheep 
and is well known for the many psalms that are attributed to him.  David would rise to fame for killing the gi-
ant Goliath and soon was a general for Saul, the first king of the united Israel. He soon fell out of favor as Saul 
became jealous of David and his success. He would spend years as a fugitive before Saul’s death in battle ele-
vated David to succeed him as king.  

The story in this text happens during the days when David was a fugitive being pursued by Saul. He and 
his men were hiding in a large cave in Southern Israel to escape Saul’s pursuit. Saul enters the cave alone to 
relieve himself, and David faces the temptation to end the pursuit by killing Saul. His actions that day showed 
the character of David to Saul and David’s men. It showed why the Lord had chosen David to succeed Saul 
and lead the people of God as King.  

 

1. How does it feel when you suddenly have a rival or enemy at your mercy? What are you tempted to do?  

 

2. What is the setting for our story and why has Saul come to this remote area? (24:1-2) 

 

3. Why did Saul enter the cave where David and his men were hidden?  (9:3) What did David’s men think God 
was doing? (9:4)  

 

4. Why does David cut off part of Saul’s robe? Why is his conscience bothered when he only cut a piece of 
cloth? (24:4-5) 

 

5. When have you found restraint speaking louder than actions? What are often the consequences of taking 
matters into your own hands?  

 

6. When Saul left the cave, what does David do and why did he leave the cave? (24:8) 

 

7. Why is it not enough to just confess our sin to the Lord? Why do we need to admit what we have done to the 
person that we hurt?  

 

8. What proof did David give concerning his character? (24:11) What does David call on the Lord to do for 
him? (24:12,15) 

 

9. How does Saul respond to David’s words? (24:16-21) What does he know and what request does he make 
of David?  

 

10. As you think about how the story plays out in the next couple of chapters, what is the difference between 
Saul and David? How have you seen the Godly triumph and the wicked defeated?  

 

11 As you look at this story, how does God used trials and tests to shape His people?  

 



13 Solomon Asks for Wisdom 

1 Kings 3:1-15 

 

His annual income was 25 tons of gold a year, and riches were all around him. He sat on an ivory throne 
overlaid with gold, received tribute from kings and merchants and drank from goblets made of gold. He was so 
rich that silver had almost no value in the days of Solomon. The queen of Sheba came like many others to see 
if the rumors were true and found that his wisdom and riches exceeded every tale. She declared that those who 
lived in the kingdom of Solomon were incredibly blessed to live in such a kingdom of riches, peace, and wis-
dom.  

When Solomon ascended the throne, the people of Israel soon learned that he was not another David. He 
was a scholar, not a soldier, a man more interested in erecting buildings than fighting battles. This passage is 
the story of the opportunity that God gave to Solomon to be as great a ruler as his father, David. He chooses 
wisely in this story, but there are already hints of the women that would weaken his resolve for the Lord. Solo-
mon would live in luxury with treaties with many nations even as Solomon would realize that wisdom and 
wealth were not enough to bring happiness. (Eccl. 12:13-14) 

 

1. If a genie gave you a single wish, what choice would you make?  

 

2. David had conquered the nations on the battlefield. Solomon chose diplomacy by marrying the daughters of 
foreign kings. What country is first to give their princess to Solomon (3:1) and what is the outcome of the mar-
riage? (3:3) 

 

3. Where does Solomon go early in his ministry and how does he show where his heart is at this point in his 
life? (3:4) 

 

4. What did God say to Solomon? (3:5) How is this not only an incredible opportunity for Solomon but also a 
test of Solomon’s heart and character?  

 

6. What is Solomon’s petition and how does he preface his request? (3:6-9) 

 

7. Because God was pleased with Solomon’s request, what other gifts did God give Solomon? (3:10-13)  

 

8. What conditional promise does God make with Solomon? (3:14) Why was obedience so essential for the 
continuation of the blessings that the Lord was giving Solomon?  

 

9. After Solomon had built and dedicated the temple, God would come to him with another promise in 1 Kings 
9:4-7. What are God’s promise and God’s warning for Solomon? 

 

10. Unfortunately, the wisest man that the world has ever had did not keep the promise to obey the Lord all his 
life. Why is obedience such a key to enjoying all the blessings that the Lord has given? (Eccl. 2:10-11) 

 

11. What interests are close to your heart? Is there a decision that you are facing now that needs the wisdom 
that only God can give?  

 



18 Daniel in the Lion’s Den  

Daniel 6:1-28 

 

His ministry would span from the time he was taken by Nebuchadnezzar as a teenager in 605 BC until the 
first year of Cyrus in 536 BC. He and his three friends were examples of faith to generations that struggled 
with a lack of faith. Their devotion to the Lord brought them to the highest levels of foreign governments and 
gave them opportunities to witness to kings and nations how exceptional the real God was. Daniel was a man 
of honesty and prayer. Foreigners recognized Daniel’s character and praised the true God because of what they 
saw in Daniel and learned from him.  

At the time of this text, Daniel was over 80 years old and had become one of top three administrators in the 
nation. He attracted the attention of King Darius because of his honesty and ethics leading Darius to desire to 
put Daniel above all the other leaders. A trap is set for Daniel, but Daniel will not give up the worship of His 
God to save himself. His trust in the Lord gives God the opportunity to show the world that He is the true God. 
It also shows His great love for His prophet near the end of Daniel’s life.  

 

1. Under what conditions would you consider stepping into a lion’s cage?  

 

2. Why did Daniel’s colleague's plot against him? (6:3-4) How did they plan to discredit Daniel? (6:5) 

 

3. How did Daniel respond to the king’s decree? (6:9-10) What motivated Daniel to respond that way? 

 

4. What would Daniel have lost if he had given up praying to the Lord for the 30 days of the edict?  

 

5. Where is your faith challenged in life? What is at stake if you overcome the challenge or give in to trials to 
your faith?  

 

6. Why is the king so distressed (6:14) What is the king’s hope for Daniel? (6:16) 

 

7. What happened during the night? (6:18-22) 

 

8. Why doesn’t God save every Christian who is persecuted? 

 

9. Why do you think God saved Daniel? (6:23) How did God’s deliverance of Daniel affect the king?  

 

10. What happened to Daniel’s accusers and their families? (6:24) Why do you think the King punished them?  

 

11. When have you experienced trials for your faith? How has God helped you through those times of trial and 
trouble?  

 

 

 

 



20 Mordecai Persuades Esther  

Esther 4:1-17 

 

The story of Esther begins in 483 about 100 years after the Fall of Jerusalem and 50 years after the first 
group of Jews has returned to Jerusalem. The Persians are in power and Judea is just a vassal state miles away 
from the palace where our story will occur. It is important to realize how powerless the Jews are at this point. 
Whatever the Persian king says is law, and it must be obeyed. While God is never mentioned directly in the 
book, there is no doubt that God is working to save His people. Esther becomes queen in an unlikely series of 
events, and God uses her words and actions to overturn an evil plot against his people. 

What is this plot? The new prime minister has a long-time grudge against the Jewish people and has paid 
the king for the right of exterminating the Jews. Jews all over the kingdom are wailing and wearing sackcloth. 
Since the Persian Empire stretches from India to Ethiopia, there are few places for the people to run. Jews all 
over the kingdom are concerned about the race being wiped off the earth. Esther is the story of how God can 
change the world if one person is willing to take a risk. 

 

1. When have you taken a risk and had it work out better than you thought it would?  

 

2. In Esther 3:13, an edict from the king was made. What was the edict that is the background for all of chapter 
4?  

 

3. How do Mordecai and the other Jews react to the news? (4:1-4) 

 

4. How have you reacted to an injustice to you or to Christians who are persecuted because of their faith?  

 

5. Mordecai refused to be appeased by new clothes from Esther. His refusal of clothes caught her attention. 
What was Mordecai’s message and what did Mordecai ask Esther to do? (4:6-9) 

 

6. How does Esther reply to Mordecai? (4:11) Do you think she was denying Mordecai’s request or is it some-
thing else?  

 

7. How does Mordecai respond to Esther’s message? (4:12-14) 

 

8. What is the problem with just ignoring evil?  

 

9. How does Mordecai show that he believes that God will deal with the problem no matter what Esther does? 
(4:14) What does this say about God’s control of the future?  

 

10. What is Esther’s request so that she can prepare to see the king? (4:15-16) 

 

11. In what kind of situations would it be good for Christians to fast and pray?  

 

 



23 Jesus Walks on Water  

Matthew 14:22-34 

 

The Gospel writers recorded only a fraction of the miracles that Jesus did. He raised the dead, healed the 
sick, cast out the demon, and showed his power over nature. There was nothing that He could not do. Often, 
His heart was touched by the pain of those who were suffering. He would stop what he was doing just to help 
those in need. His miracles were proof that He was from God and drew people to come and listen to the mes-
sage that He shared.  

The Gospel of John tells us why Jesus sent His disciples away after the feeding of the five thousand. Jesus 
knew that the people wanted to make Him king and He did not want the disciples to fall under the desires of 
the crowd. On the water, they faced a storm and learned of the Lord’s concern for them and the depth of His 
power. Peter reaches out to the Lord so that he can experience God’s power and not just see it. He begins to 
sink when he takes his eyes off Jesus. This miracle can teach us to lean on Jesus through the storms of our 
lives.  

 

1. What is the scariest experience that you have ever faced?  

 

2. After watching Jesus teach and feed the crowd of five thousand, how do you think the disciples felt as Jesus 
told them to get into the boat? (14:22) 

 

3. Where does Jesus go after He dismissed the crowd? (14:3) Why do you think this may have been so im-
portant to Jesus?  

 

4. What are the disciples doing while Jesus is praying? (14:24) What problems are these experienced sailors 
facing?  

 

5. Have you had times in ministry where everything fell apart? What doubts did you experience?  

 

6. What does Jesus do to help His struggling disciples? (14:25) How does the storm affect Him?  

 

7. When has Jesus helped you through the problems in your ministry and life?  

 

8. What does Peter ask of the Lord? (14:28) What do Peter’s actions reveal about his personality?  

 

9. Why does Peter begin to sink after a few steps? (14:30) What lesson is there in Peter’s failure for us?  

 

10. Jesus reaches out to save Peter (14:31) What does that say about our Lord in our times of failure?  

 

11. Jesus asks Peter why he doubted. (14:31) What are the situations that cause you to question your Lord? 
Why should you rely on Jesus in difficult times?  

 

 



24 Forsaken for You 

Matt. 27:32-50 

 

Crucifixion was not new. Many in the ancient world including the Assyrians, Persians, and Greeks used it 
long before Jesus was put on the cross. It was such a severe form of execution that it was illegal for a Roman 
citizen like St. Paul to be crucified for their crimes. This horrible method of death became the symbol of Chris-
tianity after Constantine the Great was converted in 313 AD. History records that he saw a flaming cross in the 
heavens and God promised that “By this sign, you will conquer” before a great battle.  

Having faced six trials through the night and early morning and been beaten by Jew and Roman alike, Je-
sus is expected to carry his cross. He cannot do it, and a stranger is enlisted for the task. The Romans took His 
clothes, and the Jews stood before the cross and ridiculed Him. Only one of His disciples dared to come to the 
cross (John 19:25-27), and the women watched from a distance (verses 55-56). In His last hours, Jesus re-
ceived minimal comfort or support. He was forsaken by friend and foe as He took our cross and saved the 
world.  

 

1. What do you think would be the worst way to die? Would you want to die slowly or quickly? Would you 
want to die alone or in the midst of your friends? How do you think crucifixion rates among the ways to die?  

 

2. Who is forced to carry Jesus’ cross? (27:32) Why does Jesus need this help?  

 

3. Having nailed Jesus to a cross, what do the soldiers do with his possessions? (27:35-36) 

 

4. What do you think it was like being hung naked in a public place for hours? How does that deepen your ap-
preciation of what Jesus did for us?  

 

5. What was the official charge against Jesus? (27:37) In what way was it true?  

 

6. What three groups taunt Jesus? (27:38-42) What do you think is the motivation for each group?  

 

7. When have you or someone you care about been mocked? Why does it hurt so much?  

 

8. The chief priests call on Jesus to save himself. (27:42) What would have happened if Jesus had saved Him-
self?  

 

9. What does Jesus cry out in verse 46? What does it show about the depth of Jesus’ isolation?  

 

10. What significance is there to the fact that the temple curtain was torn in two? (27:51) Why do you think the 
earth shook and people rose from the dead? (27:52) 

 

11. How would you explain the necessity of Jesus’ death to a nonbeliever? What feelings does the cross illicit 
in your life?  

 

 



29 Darkness Turns to Joy 

Matt 28:1-10 

 

The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the one truth that unites all Christians. Without the resurrection 
of Christ, there would be no Christian Church. Our Lord’s resurrection has conquered sin and given all who 
believe salvation. We know that we will rise from the dead on the last day and be taken to heaven. The resur-
rection also assures us that Jesus has returned to heaven and that He is now ruling the world for the benefit of 
His people. The resurrection is the hope of God’s people and the certainty of all that we believe. It is no won-
der that all four gospels tell this message and what it means for all of us.  

Early Easter morning, the women who had remained at the cross (Matt. 27:55-56) came bringing spices to 
finish the burial of Jesus. They had no thought of the resurrection and were not even sure how they would 
move the stone blocking the tomb’s entrance (Mark 16:3). Their darkness would soon turn to joy. The story of 
Easter is the light in the life of every Christian. It separates those who only know about Jesus from those who 
believe in Him. It is the center of the Christian faith and the touch point of God’s love for us.  

 

1. If you could go back in time and visit any historical event, which event would you choose?  

 

2. Who visits the tomb? (28:1) Why did they feel it was necessary to come?  

 

3. What emotions do you think the women had that morning as they walked to the tomb? How would you have 
felt if you were in the group?  

 

4. What events had happened at the tomb before the women had come that morning? (28:2-4) 

5. What news did the angel tell the women? (28:5) 

 

6. How did you come to know that Jesus had arisen? What convinced you that the account of His resurrection 
was reliable? 

 

7. What command did the angel give the women (28:7) which Jesus repeats to them (28:10)?  

 

8. Who is Jesus telling you to go and describe the news of the empty tomb?  

 

9. How does Jesus show love for the women and His disciples (28:9-10)  

 

10. Why is the resurrection so important to the Christian faith? 

 

11. How do the words of Jesus comfort and challenge you? What stands out to you in this account of the resur-
rection?  

 

 

 

 



29 Paul’s Conversion 

Acts 9: 1-19 

 

No person, other than Jesus, dominates the pages of the New Testament more than Paul. Paul wrote thir-
teen books of the Bible. More than half the book of Acts follows the ministry of Paul. He is often thought of as 
the thirteenth disciple of Jesus, and his theology shapes our understanding of what it means to be a Christian. 
He began as a persecutor of the church and was turned by God into a man who would sacrifice all so that oth-
ers might have salvation. His influence would span across the Roman world from Damascus to Spain. Even 
now, we owe much of who we are to Paul.  

The story in Acts 9 records Paul’s conversion as he traveled to Damascus only three years after the resur-
rection. There he was confronted by the risen Christ and brought face to face with the gospel message of salva-
tion. The encounter with Jesus shaped Paul's life and destiny. Paul would refer to his conversion in Acts 22 
before his arrest in Jerusalem and before King Agrippa in Acts 26. It was the start of a relationship with God 
that Paul would pass on to generations of Christians through his writings.  

 

1. Who was the bully that everyone feared in school when you grew up?  

 

2. Some of the Christians had fled Jerusalem and traveled to Damascus. What was Saul’s plan and why do you 
think it was so important to capture these Christians? (9:1-2) 

 

3. Describe what happened in verses 3-8 from the viewpoint of a companion of Paul on the road. 

 

4. How did God first get your attention either to become a Christian or to take His call more seriously?  

 

5. How does Paul react to the vision he has been given? What feelings do you think that Paul had during the 
days he sat in Damascus? 

 

6. When have you found yourself confused about your relationship with the Lord? How did the Lord help you 
through that time? What did you learn about God or yourself?  

 

7 Who is Ananias and what does the Lord call Ananias to do? (9:11-12) How does he respond? (9:13-14) 

 

8. When have you obeyed the Lord like Ananias even when the task seemed dangerous or foolish?  

 

9. How does the Lord describe Saul to Ananias? (9:15) What is to be Saul’s fate before the Lord? (9:16) 

 

10. What does Ananias call Saul (9:17) and what do you think that meant to Saul?  

 

11. Who do you know that seems out of God’s reach and will never come to faith? What does this lesson chal-
lenge those assumptions?   


